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IVAN SABOURIN

ADVOCATE

MONTREAL.,

November 11th, 1944.

Dr. G. M. Wheatley
Assistant Medical irector,

Metropolitan Lifg [[nsurance Headquarters,
New York City (10J).

Dear George:- RE: CLINIC AT THETFORD (ASBESTOS
CORPCRATION LIMITED; BELL &/

ASBESTOS MINES LIKMITED AND

JOHNSON'S COMPANY).

I am encloaing you copy of letter
written this date to Mr.Vandiver Brown, copy which is

- self-explanatory.
Best personal regards.
Yours. faithfully, -
IS:BS
Enel.

ALDRED BUILDING

] C/MiviB
@_BODUCED SICIVEwW



November 11th, 1044.

Vandiver Browmn, 2sq.,
Genernl Attorney,

Execotive Offices,
Johns-Manville Parpm-ation.
22 East 40th Street,

x“ York Ciw.

Dear Vandiveri- RE: CLINIC AT THETPORD (Asm
SN COHPRATION LIWITED: .
TN ASEESTOS MINES Lmhn AED -
i : \ <
R >
\ N 7 DG rs whom as you kno' ) —'
hizhly Tecesme. D\ and also %y 2r 'lhuthy

of New York has iy s¢ the q:poim- as of
wumuitw that it weuld be im-
sensely helpful feo 6 Atdend the Pittsdarg Alr
Hygiene Conference if— eould be made ac-
cordinly. I wonder, t.h: without pntting you
out too mech an invitation

Dr.Cartisr.
Yours faiﬁl.

‘~d

IVAR SABOURIN

M

PRODUCED SIC/IMMs
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Foveabsr 20, 1944

Dre ¥orsan L. Burnette
Assistant Seeretary
Canedian Bead Office

Desr Rormansy

T bave just learmed from Br, Ivam Sedowris, legal
regresentative of tie Astestes Produsers °f Quebes, that Ir,
Jasques Cartler has bdees sppointed \he physiciss in eXarge. of
t2e Realtd glinis at Thetford Ninese I have suggested to Dr.
Cartier thad he arrangs to seet you. Nis address is 428
Yioteria Street, 5%. Lamderd. He will have un opportunity
before he begins werk at Thetford Nines to visit localities .
vhere thers are sone outstanding industrial Dealdh crograme that .
aight be adapted to his situation ia Thetford. 1 you imow »f
aay programs in Canada that he ough$ %o ses; I suggest thas you

lot bin kmow, -~ - ,
’ Stogerely yowrs,
N
. . 9 -
L ’ ) ~
- ‘ o ; | ’ ‘quJ”\:‘.:J .,/u,;s'll?vll’s
Ce to Dwr. m

‘ ”gﬁva



Copy for your <ig™r

3o 8rs mok 10t Ldoy

November 22, 1944

Dr. Jacques Cartier
428 Victoria 8t.
St. lLambert, P.Q. QW/

My dear Doctor,~-

Dr. George Wheatley of our New York Home Office
has heard from Mr, Ivan Sabourin the goed news of your appoint~
ment as physiciam in charge of the Health Clinie in Thetferd Mines.
Dr. Vheatley suggests that I might knev'Eeme pregrammes ia Canada
that you eught te see. A .

It se happens that all merning I have had with ne
Dr. Cunaningham, Direster of the Divisien of Industrial Eygieme of
she Ontarie Departmeat of Health, Dr. Cumnimgham teld me that it
you weuld care teo visit his Departsent im Terests, all availadle
informatien will be plased at yous dlspesal. Pessibly yeu may
sonsider 14 werthuhile to visit the head of {he Divisies of

de se, whem yeu cems te Ottaws I hope you will let me kuovw se that
1 may lave the pleasure of meeting yeu. I8 1s just pessible thad
ve have im this effice some infermation about medical serviee ix-
plants in Canada o= whieh we have Group Insuranes whieh weuld be of
value teo you. .

' Sineerely yours,

ds

-

£ [s52 -
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or. Jaogues Cartier
428 Yictoria Streetd
S landert, 9-0. Cenada

Dear Dp. Cartiers

Hovember 22, 1944

1eb T prouised b0 send

w
you, of places you aigat vigit.. I thiah you might fiad
cNe te

' peiate of interest ia regard
S industrial health prograa
sanes of the medical directers of caly twe

as {edicated ca the list,

the develepiag of aa
at Thetford Rines. Ue have the

of
Ve eas write o these other coo-

pexies, if you wigh, ts find out the names of the medical
diresters, vhe sam show you arouad, snd other contasts you
shoul seoe nnnnudunwbudzutwdtdm

gens to Dr. Durmette, for

your {aterest, Wik kindesh Begardse
.' Sincerely yours,

m 0865
| PPRODUCED S/CIMMS
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L

American Cast Iron Pipe Co.
Birminghas, Alabama .

Endicott-Johnson Co.
Endicott, N. Y.

Consolidated Edison Co. of N, Y. and ACfiliated Companies
New York, K. Y.
S pr. J. 7. Wittaer, Medical Director

Crouse-Hinds Co.
Syracuse, K. Y.

Chicago Papid Transit Co.
Chicago, Illinois \

Dr. Hart 2. Pisher, Medical Director

Colorado Fuel & Iroa Co.
Pueblo, Colorado

Tennessee Cod Iron and Rallrcad Co.
Pairfield, Alsbama

Launrentide Co.
Graad Nere, Que.

Iron ore aines in Northeran M{chigan and Kinnseota
Gogebic and Narquette ranges

Ipcnwood District
Iron River *

(speak to Dr. Gardnmer)




ACPY -wi 70Ur sight

Rovember 23, 1944

Dr. Jasques Cartier
428 Victoria Streest
St., Lambert, F.Q.

My dear Dostors

Since writing to you yesterday there has
coze te hand the preliminary programme of The Second Anpual
Confersnce on Industrial Health, which is to be held at
the Royal York Hotel, Torente, on Vednesday, Desember éth,

1 notice ameng the speakers Dr. Sterms,
Medical Direster of Clinies, Workmea's Compamsatien Beard
of Ontariej Br. O. B. Selby, Nedisal Direster, Gsasral .
Moters Corperation of Detreit; Dr. Heladlad of the Medical
Asseciatinn of Industrial Physicians and Surgeenss
Dr. F. . Oriffin, Nediesl Dirpeter for the Camadn Netal
Company, lid.) Uiss A, ¥, Vatt, Industriel Nurse, Tuskutt
Tobases Company, Hamiltem, and Dr. Cunzingham, Direster of
Industrial Hygieme Divisien of the Ontarie Health Departasmt.

I am passing this infermatiea ea te you as c
miter of htm ' : .

! - © Sineerely yeursy -

Assistant Seeretary.
ds :

, 7 867

PRODUCED S/C/IM/MS



Ret Contacts in Qusbec relating to the asbestosis probles

u«u\?“" 1. You should see Nr, Ivan Sabourin, Aldred Building, Nontreal. (Ses

_ ©0F7 of my attached letter of June 12th,) Amcng the reasons for seeing

= Sabourin would bet (a) To secure bis belp in arranging & trip for you %o
Thetford and Asbestos. Ee xight be able to drive you. Es certainly can
facilitate your contacts with the managenent. .(b) Be s eager for knowledge

. about asbestosis and would gain a lot in talking to you. (c) If you agzes

%t 4t would be wortd whils to have Yatber Bouvier's student of ipdustrial

1sticns from the University of Ko Toal T!::nd several months this summer

4ving at Thetford Eines and ltudyinp%'w' or

guade Sadowin to bave bim invited uﬁ his expenses paid by the asbestos
bou

2, See Father Inile Bouvier, 8.7¢, Director of the Tpdustrial Relaticns
Bection of the University of Nontreal. Norpan knows hin well and probably will
arrange this meeting for you. Ttber Bouvier was here this week and is, of
course, interested 4n the industrial health problems in Thetford Mines. Bs
impresses Be &8 being & gairminded man and the mine operstors 4n Thetford would
do well to bave pis supparte . '
3. Visit Thetford Eines to mest the mine cperators; pr. Jacques Cartier,
Y the new Nedical Directoroef the Industrial Eealtd Clinic which the aine operators .
ww wers establishing; Dr. g8irou, the ian in
of the Thetford Kines Bospital tuberculosis service. Ze works part-tize for the
Fealth Departzent. Pr. Sirou belisves astestosis causes {uberculosis. Ths
pituation in Thetford Nines is & 4ifficult coes becauss no matter uhat the mining
operstors do they aTe *hehind the eight pall®. They will uncover 8 1ot of eld
asbestosis as well as tubsrculosis by thelr gndustrial healtd prograz. Ihe WOTe
thorough ; the job the more problens they are going to discover. 8ince asbestosis
s compensable, this is going o cost then much BODAYe. Oo the other band, 4f they
bave to be pushed at every step in developing & health prograb, they will get Bo
credit and they will eventually bave to pay §n coxpensation clains for conditicns
.+ tbat they may deliberately shut their eyes to nov. It seens {0 Be that they must
set asids substantial suss pow to put their bouse 4n céder. ThOY ghoul2 develop
the Dest industrial healid service possidle and they should aid in every way the
{mprovenent of health and living conditicns 4n the comamity.

4. You ouvght 40 1ock at Asbestos where they have Dr. Stevenscn, Who bas
been associated with J.X. for a good many goars, and DT, Saith, 8 yo\u§ physician
recently eaployed. Dr. Saith izpressed me &8 deing & very good man. You sight
want t0 look hias over and keep bim 4o mind for soms positicos wbich may be avall~-
able in the Statss or elsexhere in Canads, becauss I enderstand he Bight be
interested in & changs.

5. X guggest that you got to Quabec and ses Ix. e Jo Tourangesy, Pirects
of Industrial Eygiens far the Provincial State Health Departmeat. pr. Tourangeav
would be honored to ses wuu:l'onmhuo mthmshqgm:.gcﬂto discuss

. ‘anuu'v..u D/C/M/MS‘

Yy J



; eTing soms questiocns that
pave arisen since & visit. I wrote IX. Parrot oo Jume 6th, asking bizm vhethsr
the tubsrculosis desibs, 88 reported for Thetford Kines, represent deaths of .}
residents of Thetford Nines cnly o whether they include deaths of tubsrculous
4pdividumls of other comzunities dying 4n Thetford Nines Bospital. You Bay -
able to get an answer to tbis qusstion becsuse I bave pot heard fros hia. This
is & vexy gmportant point to establish, &f possible.

sweries. As 800D as I know YO as Tegards dates that you be in
cntreal, will e to write Dr. Ross and let hinm kno¥ at you are cominge
s Ke maYy to bring togeiber‘s goup pbysicians who are doing ipdustrial

health to meet you. T attach & COFY of tbe report which sumarizes the trip 2
sade to Capads betwesn October 16 and 21, 1944, which you might want to glance
through. I would be glad to angwer any quisticns that you bave,

i e e .

G

; Gecge . “.‘th" u.D.
'g ' . © Assistant Yice-Presidet, Welfare

. ‘
oy ottt
' AR T



L2 et

~Quepes

Ffs“;p es 185 " Miners

Name

Albert Payeur
Gedeon Roussin
Phelemon Tardiff
Mar jorique Perron
Alfred LaPcinte
Alfred Sylvain
Elzear Mathieu
Albert Carterette
Alphonse Dubois
Alphonse Turcotte
Joe Adams
Charles Lemieux
Phidim Gilbert
Edouard Martin
Liboire Gagne
Leo -Groupil
Sinai LePFleur
Alfred Gagne
Joseph Rodrique
Philippe Gagnon
Michael Szurich
Leonard Dovon
Albert Allaire
Evangelista Guenette
Amedee St. Hilaire
Albert Lamothe
0dilon Perron
Ledonia Guimond
Joseph Marceau

" [1]

Henri Lachance
Henri Levesque
Alphonse Labbe

. Georges Lacasse
Gaudias Argouin
Joseph Provencale
crnest Rouleau
Henri Lapointe
Albert Simard
Arlie Johnson
Josephat Martel
Theodore Couture
Jean Baptiste Ainsley

Year

1942
1943
1643
194Li
1944
104k
1945
1545
1946
1046
1948
1948
1945
1945
1948
1948
1948
1948
1948
1949
1949
1948
1948
1949
1949
1950
1950
1950
1950

1950
1950
1950
1950
1950
1951
1951
1951
1951
1951
1951
1951
1952

Aime Fardette (Fardotte?) 1952

Joseph Turcot
Arthur Dumas
Wilford Bergeron
Edward Beaudoin
William Bizier
Albert Champagne

wilfred Fortier
Philias Carrier
Roville Dussault
Leonce Drouin
Joseph Boutin
Alvhonse Pomerleau
? Scanlon

Gustave Paucher
Edmund Turcotte
Albert Morin
James Foy
Cleophas Lessard
Alexandre Nadeau
Albert Boule
Honore Gagne
Napoleon Frenette
Saul Levesque
Wilfred Bernard

1952
1952
1952
1952
1952
1952

1953
1953
1953
1953
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1956
1956
1956
1956
1956
1957
1957
1957

Employer

Can. Asb. Ltd.
ACL
Johnson's Co.
Bell
ACL
ACL
Bell
ACL
ACL
Bell
ACL

ACL

Bell

ACL

Que. Asb. Mine
Johnson's Co.
CIM

Johnven'y Co
Johnson's Co.
Bell

Bell

Bell

CIM

ACL

ACL

CJm

Bell
Johnson's Co.
ACL

ACL

AtL

ACL

ACL

CIM

Bell, Johnson's
ACL

ACL

Bell, ACL
Johnson's Co.
Bell

ACL

Bell

Bell

ACL
Johnson's Co.
ACL

Bell

ACL

ACL

ACL

ACL

ACL

ACL
Johnson's Co.

Claim No.

1 031 &y
682774
1472855

1174030
10818073
1506005
[avéLys

IR
(oY Ciy
1082453

Heo 1267
1764259
1459997

1759153
1400314

1049784

17217732
1595625

2106721
1454270

1661207
2210472

19054873
1352964

Total: 68 cases reviewed from Que. asbestos mines, 1942-1957
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tsan 4 bbbl st s ot e 2L

i tock a trip yesterday to capture the flaver on film. As well, new tecknology

stz phets by Ron Yeil

oming 1o the aid of the 'mziple 5yTup farmer — buckets are geing cut and
plastic hoses are coming o The pictures and stery cn Page C-1.

wes kind offers,

~

v

D

S’ 2

» 2id and syzapathetic advice. ™
ever, theugh she ard her sistern,
{emcovitch, are i}, sbe has
od all offers of fipancial assist-

-ople offered me money, good
. in Mentreal, but 1 refused it
sever wanted anything {rem any-
1 just wanted to support my-
she said.
ve been a widow for 40 years
never wanled anybody to do a
tor me when 1 could work and
ny way. 1 live alone in a one-

arings 1o be held .

reom aparment in New vork and
whatever I've got is gocd enouzh”

“] have a cmall government pen-
sien and I'll make do, ¢7 'l make it
do. Maybe it's just that I'm 50 selfish
that 1 den't wantanybelp™

Though she is -unwilling to accept
help she is always willing to giveit, .
especially to her widowed sister.

“When you get older you need
cach other and have 1o heip cach
other. Right now both of us are ill,
we're two brokcn up peopie, hut what
littte we have is geed enough.”

NCrease Propose

hiaume cxplained that rateswere
ady set at-the maximum in many
oné and that general inflation jus-
s higher ceilings. .
‘he provincial cabinet by the reg-
ion sets the range of permissible

. rates for differcnt areas of the
wvince in order “to protect the pub-

lic interest,” said Berthiaume.

The transport commission could
not be given complete latitude in set-
ting taxi rates because its basic task
is simply to issus-permits.

The drafl regulation will be a sub-

See TAXI, Page A-2

duetor whose policy was "o do as
sible without harming them.”

Paul Cartier. who operated
of the conpanics” chime which cheeked
workers for possible asbestos-related
Jung ailments, admits he did not insist
that affected workers leave their jobs
and seck workman's compensation
benelits.

Dr. Cartier. who ran tbe clinic
from 1HO unul last year, says he
“tried to do my best, tobe human.”

“When a worker came to me and
I saw from his x-rays thot he had
slight abnormalities i his lungs, I
told him, in an effort to be as hu-
manitarian as pessible: ‘Look, you've
got the slight beginnings of a lung
problem. Now, are you happy at your
job? Do you want to stay there? Or do
you wish lo apply for cempensalicn
and . be transferred clsewhere, in the
plant? If you stay where you are it
won't affect your cordition that much
and if vou become incapacitated vou
can always apply for compensation
then.

“rven if they had left their work
completely and gene cn to drive
cabs, for instancey it might not have
arrested the progrézilve clfects.of as
bestasis. et .

“go 1 figured it was in thelr best
interests to stay at their jobs. De-
sides, they didn't, want to be resorted

cides, they didn't want to Le reporics

1 ard tramsterted to a lower-paying

job where they might have earned as
much as 30 lessa week.

apapd if I had reperted them il
and hrought abeut their transfer to
lower-paying  jobs, the unions would
have ledged grievances and the work-
rs would have been reinstated to
their former jobs anyway."

Cartier says it is “'still debatable”
whether asbeslosis would have sub-
sided in a patient who was removed

from an asbestos-polluted  environ-
ment the minute the disease Was di-
agnascd.

“From what modern m e dicine
knows about the diseace, there ap-
pears to be a slight pregressien even
after contact with asbestos fibres has
ceased.”

He admits there were “a few un-
fortunate incidents™ ‘involving workers
wlo died a few months after receiv-
ing a clean bill of health from his
clinic. .

“gut most of these deaths seemed
to be the result of heart problems,
which may or may not have been
conrected to lung ailments.”

Cartier says, however, that when a

See DOCTOR, Poge A2

The contral figure in the current controversy surrounding heo
Cnaards faced by ashestos workers in Thetford Mines is a 67-ycar-

much good for the workers as |

on this principle when direc

Dr. Paul Cartler

Rail, grau
move agai

wWilasos ¥ o B8 éu&w- "t

alter striie
settlement

' Cancdign Press

The mail was moving norm!

around the country today but an e
mous backlog of export grain remalr
to be tackled following a tenta!
cottlement of the wage dispute t
brought on more than a meoth of
volving strikes.

while first reaction to last nigh

settlement was mixed among un
members, a survey acrozs the cour
today indicated that generally ms
ters of the Public Service Alliance
Canzda (PSAC) were back en the ot

However in Thurder Bay the

srain weighmen ard samplers vc
rnanimeusly to reject the femtz
contract scttlement and will comth
their strike st the Thunder Day !
minals. K

The post office also faced apct

—though lesser—problem fn @ ue
“ban the postal code day” called

today. But a departmental epokesr
said this was not expected o m
much truble.

Trs  teotative scitlement of
strikes, errived at through mediat
weuld provide the 18,60 PSAC m
bers with a 2975 les oy

maw

Sy

Pooa ko
IR MBS S
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ahtencd they'd lose their ”

job security deterred most men from
seeking compensation.

Laurent Cote. vice-presicent of the
CN\TU-alfiliated "union 2t Asbestos
Corp., swd: “Asbeslos workers have
sbsolutely no guarantee of work if
they're removed “from the mills or
mines for asbestosis.

“There just aren’t availzble jobs
cutside the mine or mill — so the
guy who's sick has to cheose between
his health and the ability <o support
his family. That's no choice.

“A guy of 55. trained in one occu-
pation  is scared stiff of losing his
job. so even if somcone tells him he's
a little sick, he sometimes doesnt
have the guts to admit it and take
the chance. I these doctors really

wanted to help the workers. why |

didn't they at least tell the union or
the companies that there were sick
people going back to work?”

Dussault claims that cn several
occasions he discussed the problem of
whether or not fo remove sick men
{rom the job with compzny represent-
atives,
“rothing ever came of it.”

*Unaware

Ougulrcd sald ke wasunaware
that workers were net seeking com-
pensation for fear cof lesing their jobs.

"I"n not sure,” l‘e sni'l “but I

he con-

tract U.qt guumntees lhcm a job in
the event they have to leave their job
becauce of dust conditions.™

Unien spokesmen deny this, saving
it is one of the clauses they are now
striving to ahtain

| going

whom he refused to name, but
~

~harm  psy

2

ing compensation d(‘!{}){t‘)(mb given
clean bills of health ftarl r Lt he
beueved this \\u\"uy')(ulﬂ"'DCCH’AS(.

of changing \(Jn(mrda at the compen-

sation boaid

“iIUs moere like a \\elfarel system
now than like workmen's cou  psa-
tion. Older runers put in claims be-
fore they retire and get it automati-
cally everybady gets 19 per cent.
But I've never met-anyboedy who said
he had asbestosis.”

Thetford Mines CNTU council
president Oliva Lemay said this is
not the case. e said 101 of the 231
people his unions have referred to the
board in the last seven years have
been refused compensation.

Paul Filteau, secretary-genersl of the
Quebec  Asbestos Mining Associaticn
to which 2l four employers belong
while slating that the associsiion wa
in no way responsible for the clinic,
said somne ¢ om pany officiais were
leng aware of Cartier’s practice of
“keeping certain information on
workers' health to himself.”

“i you tell a S5-year-old man he's
really you may do him more
‘chiologically  than  good
physically. It's a difficult decision . ..
ard company officials felt they
shouldn't interfere.

“Carticr told the workers they
were alf richt et them go hack to
their jobs and, if he thought the case
scrious, recommended that they visit
their fanuly declor.

“But {he companies never told

him to do this — it was his decisien.
Wa neasen

ramtpefaesA

—

lo clinie

[

lished a system ol inspection (i
lotion 197 of th ¢ Mining 2
which required nment insj
tor “to cxzmine company clinic n.
cal records and issue annual min’
certificates to those with heall

- lungs.”

However. because they appoin
Cartier to that job for Eastern Que
ta region including Gaspe, Que
City-ard Thetford Mines), Cart:
was in effect examining hist
work.

\When he examined workers
was a company doctor; then
would “change hats” and exan
their test resuits as a govermm
representative, deciding which  w:
ers would receive their miner's cc:
icates and which would be de
them and subscquently recommen
for compensation.

Cartier continved to hold (!
conflicting pests until 1972 at w!
time. according to Dr. Bertrand @
lemare. n long-lime workmen's ¢
pensation  commissioner, he was
placed by Philippe Duval, becauz:
was not really proper thata comp
man should work for the govt
ment.”

“But at the lime be was first
ployed, there was nothing incorres
Bellemare maintained. “The gove
ment needed a good pneumologist -
ke (Cartier) bad an international re
tation.”

Despite his replacement, Cartier «
tinucd lo act as a consultant in rea:
X-rays for the government until }
vear. He was replaced ay head of
Thatined

Mimee  camnang clinis
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1 can, swear 1 was never

fnen any directives by the compa-
ces opd that 1 acted solely on the

taes of my cx’.ensn‘elrmmngin
: e world's leading medical

e 0.
T

Uruan claims that Cartier was re-

X

-en's Compensation Board because
companies didn’l want 10 jav
M UM Compens3iiod premiunms
are “tetally falee” he sayy
1 worked on the principle that of
the worker showed 2 shght trace of

{he

Taxi fares may go up |

Coztizoed from Prge A-l

rect of comziitaticn With tad crgani-

13ucas during Marah 2nd April and -

nimet il enact changes in late
Aptil or exrly May.

juval taxi leagues have sought
ceruficaticn 0 speak for e indusiry
in the west and cestral sectors of
Neotreal acd o Loggueudl while 2

single league speaks fcr the ipduslry
o the west secter of Montreal Ber-

thame said trazsport deprriment cf-
foials would consult with all compet-
ing gIoYS.

Tre alterpative would be o wait
eotil coe league 1S certified for each
cecier and then ceal caly with that
leszue. Eorthicume said it might take
aill longer befcre the r2 iy-certified
leagics Weie sufficieatl
fully represent their members.

Tre draft revision suggesls 3 Dew®

systera for displaying the d r iver's
permit replacing the illegible ard
pearly invisible plast i c cards that
row hang behicd the driver's bead,
with 3 holder beside the taxi meter
displaying ibe owTer's laxi permit,
the driver's permit and tbe rates.
This would take effect pext Japuary
wnless the consultalion next month
indicates the taxi business 15 pre-
pared to make tbe changes immedi-
stely.

A more ambitious extension of taxi
regulaticns  will be launched in the
summer or {all with the publication
of dralt rules govermng the taxi driv-
er's relationship with flicet owners
and with taxiservice associations.
Nen-owrning drivers rent their cars
{rom the owners and depend oo the
service associations for insurance,
despatching  service and credil sys-
tems.

G

luctant to refer workers 1o the Work-

1

{.xstx's‘.osu I warned im aboul it and
hin decide 1f he wanted to re-
b

et
el

ISR TR

My policy was 1o iy andd do o
muchy good for hun as was possible
withoul causing hun any harm.

«I was acting on behalf of the
worker who was wortied about losing
income. 1 wasn't doing it for pecunt-
ary rewards from the companies. I've
rever heen ong 1o g0 in for that sart
of thing | worked myself through
medical school by keeping a job ol
the post office from 6 p.m. to 3 am.
every day.

©But po matter what Isay. peopie
sre still going ‘o think that 1 had
-old out to the compasics. I just tried
10 do my best.” :

, Cartier says that throughout his

career at the clinic he was under the
impression that if the condition of
workers was being made worse by
their continued exposure 1o asbestos
fibres this fact would have bcen
brought to his attention by the
Quebee Asbestos Aining Association.

“The asscciation was ferever fi-’

nancing costly research projects, and
impressive mcdical teams visited my
chiric from leading hospitals in De-
troit, New York, Philadelphia and
Pittsburg.

“] weuld have made recomumenda-
tipns for improving working ccndi-
tens but I was hampercd by these
bigmame leams which spent up to
two moaths at a time here.

“They spent an cnormous amount
of money and 1 figured that if there
was anything wrong with our opera-
tion they would have made recom-
mendations to the comparges.

“Wher they came 1 reproached
them on the fact that they didn't
scem to follow up their tests with
recommendations for improving work-
ing ccenditions.

“They could have mcde a great
contribution with all their vp-to<isie
cxpertise. Tbey were In a beiter posi-
tion than our little clinic which was
isolated from medical centres. I

thaneaht fthays  wandd raeammend im-

—

—

CI 1O s-.;ay UL UL

found nothing to complain about. O
who was 1 te add my two cents
worth,

-] guess 1 was 100 timid; 1 should
have spoken out. My friends have
always told me thatI'm too timid.”

Cartier remains sceptical, how-
ever, about the validity cf the recent
Mount Sinal study which found 2
very high incidence of lung disease
among veleran Thetford Mines work-
ers.

He says that during contract nego-
tiations which led to the violent and
bilter asbestos strike of 1949, the unions
sought to dramatize their demands Ly
trying to establish a link between abes-
tos mining abd tuberculosis. The asbes-
tos workers2iuw are on strike for the

“first time $ince 1949 and safety clauses

are among their chief demands.

“Todoy, the same fhing Is true

_and in order to make their point that

mining asbestos leads to asbestosis,
they commissioned Dr. Irving Selikoff
of the Mount Sinai College of Medi-
cine in New York to study the situa-
tion here.

“Now, it is commen knowledge in
our field that Selikof! finds 100 per
cent more abnormalities in lung x-
rays than anyoze else.

“When you read x-rays — aod I
used to read 10,000 a year in my day
— you can over-read, under-read or
arrive at a happy medium.

Selikoff over-reads and the unions
knew that and that's why they weal
after him.”

Cartier says that by over-reading,
any doctor can lock at x-rays of the
lungs of persens over oge 50 in any
lite of work and discover “all sorts
of abnormalities.”

VSTV A I% YA

safety to
be ﬁ;ighi‘em.

The Star’s Quebec Bureau

QU E BEC — Tougher iaspet
and stiffer fines will be introd
early this year to control condil
hazardous to Quebec asbestos mu
Mines and Natural Resources M
ter Gilles Masse announced ye
day.

But the minister told the nau
assembly the existing - air pol'
standards would remain in force.

\asse said the number of @
inspectors would be increased
from 17 and spol checks woul
made without advising the upion
company in advance.

He said the practice ia the
had been to give 2§ hours notice
visit by an inspector so that the
ions could arrange to have a It
sentative available.

Masse said the present syste:
fines. providing for a $25-0-day
alty for a company violatin:
rules. were ‘very minymal, re
lous.”

The minister said he was u
lo say yet how stiff .the new
would be.

The present onthe-job pail
limit of five asbeslos [ibres per«
centimetre of air will rem
force. Masse said.

The level is accepted by U.S
thorities. he said. A reduction t
fibres per cubic centimetre, a:
manded by the Canadian umiu
“not technically possible”™}
said.

¢ “Clinic revamped,
says new chief
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Pollution over Montreal Island

hr. peried up 1o 8 a.m. tod

CONTENITATIONS O Wi,

o i

HTPIR VO(UME Basis

P30 N0NGR Lp her tesls wil
recemmendaloas for HBPTOVING work-
g condiuans

“They could have made 3 great
contribilon  with ail their Uptodste
Cxperise. Thev were in a belter posi-
voc than our litte chnie which was
isolated from medical centres i
0ught "y wouid recommend im-
pIOVCIICNIS 12 the industry bet they
rever seemed lo do it

"I was open 10 recommendations.
But at was embarrassing for a Litle
French-Canadian doctor 1n the boon-
docks like me 1o come aleng aiter all
those big shots and tell the Lidustry
10 make improvements.

“The companies would surely have
told me to mind my own business,
that the leading  world cxperts had

Agm@mmt

Cortinzed frem Page A.i

piee stop (o Canoda's €ipart grain
mevement, cloced some airports peri-

odically and upsel mayl service, par-
ticularly at Toronto's postal Terminal
A that handles half the Jetters mailed
In Canada.

Teronto postal officials reporied to-
day that Termina) A was ticking nor-
mally, with all first ond second class
mail cleared though wify 5 backlog of
parcels and cther material running
between three and 19 days behind de-
livery schedule. :

Despite a gereral psac return o
werk, there were still spots where
members were picketing the job, and
there was some grumbling from union
members here and there atuut the
terms of the settlement.

Weighmen and handlers continued to
pickel the Canadian Grain Commis-
sion's Lui g in Wirnipeg,

Strongest dissatisfaction {-:ith the
wage settlement was expiessed in the
Atlantic previnces, where' Larry Wal-
lace. president of 2 PSAC local at the
Caradian Forces base in Gagots
NBsard he ang other union officials
sre meeting today to c{msndtcr voling
non-confidence in the unjon's” bargain-
ng team.

A > 2 "
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THETFORD MINES — The asbec-
clinic Lere bas been
revamiped, says Dro Michel Lesige,
he man respensitle for the clinie
since April, 1974,
Lesage, f{iiling e newiy created
post of company “n

I adviser,”
15 a coclor, lawyer ood ragiclopist
whace mest Fecont p
viser to (he minisiry of ol alfairs.

Lesage has hired a rew shysician,

ichard Lambert {o repiace Dl Paul
Cartier, former hoad ond now con-

v el
VRS oa-

saltant at the clinie. Cartier will re-

tire in June.
.

B N I S s Alinis ohen

itwos 2 d
it was sot up,” Le k sutin
the times."

cempanios shawld have takion

/steps 1o update the clinic's operation
[ enrlier, je said, hut cgeed that o
*iens”and goverment also could have ;
taken . more iniliative ip improving ¢

cenditions.
Lesoge said that a cf Jan. 1 tke
clinic was completely revamped, with
the addition of mndern ipment,
and a policy ofcom pletemedical
cheek-ups. Provies Iy, v
o checked caly for 2s5esios-re.
lated discaces.
“Anyene with lunp <
bestos-related  diseas
for an immediate exs
Workman's Co
ol m Memr o
suddenly surfoce o
hinker than 19 per ¢

i

9

%

1

I'ny-sure gt s
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Tenieblizh the olinge s credibility
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Many workers aPPear 1o have oyt
cenfidence in iy

Lesage  intends 2 press forogm
Provements in the prea or dis

2Te

YCars it had falien somewhat

vention as well. He T
@IS wompanies have snent $99
cn ventilation o2len 3
vears, but ady {1s not
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