September 24, 1973

s, Lary C. Lerper, Librarian

Ferro Corporaticn :
ciindenl Center

730U Last pieuasast Valley Lcad

I depenucnce, Oirio 4413l
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Dear 5. Berger:

It

Jusponse Lo your dietter ol Soeptewsber L8, 873; I owust ioc you ki:ow, fivst
oi ald, taav I am 1.0 fonger tre Lirector or Retteriuyg luaboruatory, aavilg retivred
severadl years 20, ‘The sreseat Lircetor 18 haynound . SuSuiilu, M.0.

stiil worl at t.ae Laberatery, wowever, W.d I oave Gone uy sesl (0 SuGn 8
Lngwer Lo your request jor ©

HOXES UL reprials WLiC. GEas witia tue suscrvatioun
ol wenbers of the stafi on the extracilion ol leau frow jleazed cerumic surfaces,
I wus unable to finu but one repcrt (which I ani enclusiug) ixi our iLibrary, and
Toam cunstrainéed L{u beliceve lnat LiuSe wWele Jriviate reporis waich were nol
puklisied, hecaase of thely luch ox sullabie ur sigoiiicant luscrmalioi,

I osiall texil you, sowever, svaelidng o the siguiiicance of the wWork wune iu
tiie raboralory atl ny request, on this matter, I'w airald I can accept Lo
responsibility for asytaing else whicn Ras ween Lonw, anG i@ believe Laat
wiratevery was Gone, provided 1iltle acditional useiul i1utormation,

The yroﬁlcm ol the leuad in the glazes on ceramic ware lies in the fact that tne
mauaufactuerer inizs uwot always submitted the articie i question to a sufliciently
Ligh temperature to couvert all of the leaw (ia the presence ol ample quantities
cf gilicate)} to the silicate, Tiuils is likely Lo be the cuse ia the proucction
of "mat" {inisnes on jottery - & Lype of ylaze which is preterreu oliten uy
artists. Uacer these circumstances, tie jlaze goes partially into solution in
acidic foods and salad dressings, and sucn cerumic warc useu with sufficieat
freque.ccy in the housenold aas induccd cuses of lead puiscnliy among those wio
use such ware, It is a very siumple matter to glasze pottery ia such a manner
a8t vvo. i itids situation, ana industrial tecanolopy 1s adequate generally Lo
accomplish this purpose., The main trouble is that 'art’ pottery may ve
fabricated by artists without the benefit of sound technologic kKnowledge, advice,
and supervision, plus the fact that some manufacturers, it seems, have no (or
inadequate) anowledge or concern about watters of public health.

Cordially yours,

Robert 4. Kehoe, IM.D.
Professor Emeritus of
RAK:wb Ccecupational Nediciue
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