PLAINTIFF'S EXHIBIT

AB-304

May 10, 1972

Mr. D. K. Renanie -+
Vice Presi{denct.
Newv York Office |

Re: Asbestos

Dear Dom: |

with the fundarental push for a greatly izptoved ecology, Dr. Selikot{
vith 1{s asbestos thece came upon a very timely subject with his:
gaticw 5 or 6 years ago. Siace thea he has created’ qpfiga; c:ad“
the {avestigation of asbestos cxposures. Pricarily hi&,yog?ih‘ls; T
confined to union meambers on the eastern Seabosard. Or{i
the subjects wvers in the insulation business, steam figeiag, sht,wbﬂlldb
ing, aad demolitfon groups. Subsequently it broadened to asbestos™ ]‘!5
exposures in factories.

P

Dr. Selikoff unfortunately, I feel, bas hed sonevhat of & flare fog:. ¢
cresting the scnsational type of reporting with the nevs nedf -

theless, one czanot ignore the statistics wvhich he and his associstes
have compiled dealing with asbestcs. It is quite certain that during
World War II, that asbestos exposure among the subjects that ba has
studied vere quite high. Many of these indfviduals wvere working at
trades which varied 1ia the short period of time from one job site to
another, which ipevitably wmeant that they had few {f any safeguards
or coatrols with respect to asbestos exposure.

This f£: at quite a variance vith in-plant exposures of ecployees who
rezain at ooe particular job for a nuzber of years. Dr. Selikoff
adaits that he does not have 211 tha ansvers on the subject, that he
does not know all of the control measures which may have to be utilized
60 a3 to protect the presect day wvorkers wvho are exposed to asbestos.

I am sure that ouch of the preseat legislation coacerning asbesctos

{s as a result of the vork which he =nd his associates have done.

The pesotheliooa, e particular type of lung cancer, {s gecnerally speaking

a rarity except acong those exposed to asbestos vhere {t is nuch nore
prevalent, Sicilarly, there {8 an focreased incidence of other nmalignancies
of the stozach, colon and peritoneal linfng of vorkmen who have beea exposed

to asbestos fibers.
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I am sura that Brakeblok will ba able to cootrol properly the asbestos
exposures of its vorkmea. MHany f{ndi{vi{duals are already dealing with

this subject in Abex, and I am sure that thei{r efforts wvill be success-
ful. As yuu know, ve are part of a 20 year plus {nvesti{gative study

vith the U.S. Public ERealth Service in Cincinsati, Ourxr Brakeblok
employees in Winchester are providing part of the 2500 vorkmen in the
Frictica Materials Group. This particular group {s one of four under .
study in 1esponse to the asbestos probdlem.

I don't be ({ieve that our problem can really be compared prcyerly with
cany of the union employees wvho form part of Dr. Selikoff's studies.
We have nothing official yet from the U.S. Public Health Service.
Unofficially however I do not think they have been too displeased
vith the investigative study wvhich they have been and are coanducting
at Winchester. This {8 confidential however and cannot be relezsed
for the benefit of others at this tige.

I feel certain that snmoking can well he a significant factor in the
developzent of a pneunoconiosis due to the paralysis of the little
hafr-l{ke cilf{a which are part of the cells lining a portion of the
respiratory tract. Experinmentslly, tobacco smoke has beea showm to
paralyze termporarily the action of the cili{a which work to remove
foreign particles from the upper respiratory tract. With the faflure
in their action, it {5 easy to see that more foreign material would
recain causing greater potential {irritation. Then too we know that
smoking is a very real factor in connection with carcinoma of the
lung. The statistics clearly indicate this.

C. C. Blackwell, Jr., H4.D.
Medical Director
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