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SUBJECT:

FROM:

TO:

JOINT CCHPQUTOS. ASB3ST0S FIBER.

August 18, 1971

In jou r le t te r  o f Ju ly  30th. to me you sta te  th at we s igh t 
wish to consider marketing the concept o f using Ready Mixed 
Jo in t Compound, which would eliminate the problea of 
airborne fibers during mixing in  the f ie ld .  lou  also 
recommend that we consider sponging the Jo in ts  in  lie u  of 
sanding, which would eliminate airborne asbesto s fiber during 
the fin ish ing operation.

We believe that there i s  v a l id ity  to your recommendation and 
i t  could be used i f  any p artic u la r  lo c a li ty , Government 
Regulatory 3ody or a Union, were to attempt to  eliminate the 
use of jo in t compound because o f possib le  hazardous 
substances ( i . e . ,  asbestos f ib e r ) .

I t  i s  our considered opinion that i t  would be unwise fo r us 
to  place any lab e l on cur present compounds which could be 
construed as implying that a hazardous substance e x is t s .  No 
other manufacturer has taken such a step and we believe we 
would be placed a t a competitive disadvantage. More 
serio u sly ; however, we could p rec ip itate  action  prematurely 
which could re su lt in  some in d iv idu al, such as  a  Senator or 
a Ralph Nader, drawing atten tion  to our products.

Research oresently hnq one *"°~i working f u l l  time in  an 
attempt to develop jo in t compound formulations which would 
be asbestos free and yet provide us with the properties th at 
are necessary to s e l l  our products at the market price . To 
the best of our knowledge, no manufacturer has an acceptable 
product in the OS. B ritish  Gypsum by law produces compounds 
which, are asbestos fre e , cut the products they produce are 
unsaleable in th is  country or in  Canada.

Tour recommendation provides us with a quick means of 
overcaning the .question of airborne f ib e r s , i f  a when we
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fin d  i t  necessary.
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