Comparison 3etween Tight Counties Adiacent to the
Asoesios-Producing Aread anc Zizat Selecteg Counties

To compare lung cancer mortalitly rates in the coun-
ties surrounding the asbestos-producing areas with another group.
of counties in which no asvestos miners are likely to reside, the
rates were'computed on the Sasis of {igures for the years 1950
througn 1955, T:e eight counties selected for comparison were
Argenteuil, Chateaugay, Morntrzagny, Portmeu!, Richlieu, Riviere-
du-Loup, St. Hyacinthe, and Terrebonre, mainly becausc they re~
present a wice ;eographic distribution throughout the Provi.:.:e. The
countics scl;cted because of their prox'..:.r.ity to the asbestos mines
itncluce Arthabasika, Scauce, Drummond, Frontecac, Megantic,
Ricbhmond, Sterbrooke, and Wolfe. Table 25 shows the aurmber of
lucg cancer ceaths (or the years {950 through 1955 for each of these
counties, a:né a mo;taiity rate, based on the adult rale population
in 1952. To emphasgize the comparison Megartic County bas been
shown separately, as tas th.e Proviace of Quebec and also the Pro-
vince wm.; tte .cight ‘'aspestos-produci=g’ counties subtracted. Be-
cause of its unique lung caacer doath ratc, Mortzcal et Isle de Jesus

has also been iisted in order to provide {urther comparison,
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