March 25, 195l
CONFIDEY IAL

Tire lle Le Ernsberger

Organic Chemicals Department

BE. I. GuPont cCe ilemours and Conmpany
wilmington 98, Delaware

Tear r, Ernsherger:

I shall be glad to have you and Doctor Rankin vislt us at your
early ccnvenience in corder to discuss the program of exn@rimuntation
which we are conducting, ¥y reply to your letter of NMarch 12th, in
establishing a saeu¢1lc date, has besn delayed because of a sorewhat

hasty urin to the st Ccast, which I was compeliled to take., This
would maks the “’rgt date {(A»ril TSt), ﬂhich yeu suggested, a it

oo close for comfort, and as it haﬁpens I have an all-day meeting cf
ancther group cn that uav. April Sth would be a satisfactory date,
novever, as would the 1 th, and if 1t meets vour convenience the earlier

s 1

date would Le the most lul sfactory,.

Tt seems atvicgeble to acquaint yvou in advance with a matter which
I wish to pring Lo vour attention at the time of our meeting, since vou
way wish to consult some of vour assoclates avout 1t in advance, or
natively, vou may wish me to discuss 1t with others of your group.
e been very cauntious In my discussion of this matter, and I should
ish to attract any attentlon to it more than may be necessary,
The fact Is, %owev»,, that I am more than a 1ittle anxious abouit the
devcloomont in the Los Angeles area, and I belizve that we are in
danger of being presented with some questions whieh cannot be answered
satisfactorlily (i.e. in a manner to satisfy some of the peoprle in Los
Augeles), In the course of mv last trip I locked into some of these
matters In a very discreet manner, and I think there can be no doubt
that we must meke some detailed observations as to the lead in the
atmosphere, and the evidences of lead absorptlon con the part of some welle
selected grouns of expcged persons, It seems likely tnat some of wour
veople are aware of this situation, as it may effect the use of tetraethyl
lead, but I am convinced that we need to handle the situation with cone
ideraole care. I wish therefore to confer with the appropriate people
in your orianization, and to make certain recommendations for action,
Among these, I helieve, we should accelerate the work we are doing in the
Laaor“,orv, and we nave developed some plans toward that ends This, I
believe, will not add materially to the eventual cost of what we have
proposad to do, and indeed 1% may even lower the total cost, although
that is not certain, lowever, it will accelerate the rate of cxpenditure
censiderably and get the Job done sooner. It is particularly pertinent
to the situation that we would be enabled to examine the effects of the
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exposure of an individual (or individuals) to the lead compounds that
escape from the exhaust system of an automobile, snd find their way into
the breathing zone of persons., This will not be easy, but In some
respects it is the major problem at issue, and we need to attack it as
scon as possible, I considered it necessary for technical reasons, and
“ise for_ ﬂxbﬂr menval reagcns, to study a very finely divided material
“irst. It is now in order to study a material of larger particle size,
and 1t will be necessary, eventually, to study a mlyture of sizes for
reascns which I won't go.into here in detaill, except to point cut that
this iIg the precblemr Lo be met in relation to the lead in exhaust gas.

As 1t nappens, I shall e iIn Uilmingbton for the Jdedication of the
liaskell Lavcratcry on the 2%%h. That, I darec say, will not be tas
oroper tim co 3o into any of these matters, Dut I shall be there over-
aizght, and 1f vouv or any of your assoclates feel that socme »nre 11m*narv
iiscvss“cn of this matter 1z In order, I cculd manages Lo make come time
availanle for tlha purpose > : to Daltimore on %He fo‘“ wing
day, and therefore itlheors for it, unless 1% scens
lagirable (ot I zoturn I to Wilmington for that purpose,
I lesave thai to vyour wisghes, wou can icave verd for me at the Hoitel
if 7ou wisn te get in toueh with e while I am there., I shall bs

arriving tlhere icnday meorning and will be there on the evening of the
29%the “

Cordielly vours,

RAX:vr Ropert A, Lohoe, ilele
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