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FROM

World Health Organization (WHO) - Statement on Safety of A/C Pipe

SUBJECT

ACTION REQUIRED: Review for information

Background S
For what appear to be political reasons, the Government of Saudi Arabia has
expressed concerns about the safety of A/C pipe for the conveyance of potable water. In
response to these concerns, the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs solicited the

comments of a number of governments and the World Health Organization Eastern
Metiterranian Regional Office (WHO/EMRO).

Current Status

Enclosed is the WHO/EMRO response, as obtained from Dr. Faroud Mansour of
Eternit. While the Sanitary Engineering Advisor conecludes "there should be no significant.
hazard due to drinking water which has passed through asbestos cement pipe," he adds

. the caveat "if it is not a corrosive water which can attack cement and release asbestos

-fibers." The presence of this proviso negates in large measure the positive impact of the
"no significant hazard" assessment by implying that if fibers are present then some
hazard may exist. This is an unfortunate embodiment of the U.S, Environmental
Protection Agency and public health philosophy of "no exposure - no risk." However, the
document is routad with hopes that it may be useful to member companies under special
circumstances.

Staff is attempting to determine whether WHO has completed its review of the
medical evidence c¢n ingested asbestos and whether it will be issuing a more consistent,
formal statement on the safety of A/C pipe. A similar development is being monitored
witnin the World Bank and will be reported as information becomes available,

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.
JFW/ajb
Enclosure
ce: A, Kahn, Esq.
AlA

AIA/NA
CAIC
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copies to: Executive Comnmittee
L. Ambler
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L. Taylor
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Chrono

International Affairs Committee

E. van der Rest R. Dorner

L. Giannitrapani P. Hart

A. Saoulis S. Al-Tarkait
R. Jalan V. Pattabhi
C. Barton H. Hudson
M. Delecourt Jd. Cuvelier
B. Giboin G. Zaviezo
d. Schmaus J. Rodriguss
Dubue Dimatit
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