
Lead Industries Association, Inc.
292 Madison Avenue • New York, N. Y. 10017 • Telephone: (212) 532 2373

Environmental Health Department

July 19, 1979

TO: All Members of the Lead Industries Association, Inc-
All Members of the LIA Environmental Health Committee

FROM: Jerome F. Cole

On July 12, 1979, a meeting was held between the Steelworkers and representatives 
of the primary nonferrous metals industry. This meeting was arranged by Mr. Charles 
Barber, Chairman of ASARCO and Chairman of the Nonferrous Smelter Advisory Council 
of the American Mining Congress. Mr. Barber asked that I be present in order to take 
part in the portions of the discussion concerning lead.

The discussions at the meeting were, as Mr. Barber indicates, candid and -carried out 
on "high ground". I believe that his memorandum fairly describes the conclusions of 
the meeting. It is being sent to you for your information.

Sincerely,

Enclosures

iko
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Charles F. Barber 
Chapman July 13, 1979
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Nonferrous Smelter Advisory Council

FROM: Charles F. Barber, Chairman
V

RE: Meeting with USW and Representatives of AFL/CIO

The long-discussed meeting with representatives of 
labor took place in Pittsburgh on July 12, 1979. Partici­
pants are listed in Annex A.

The dialog focused on OSHA and particularly the lead 
and arsenic standards. The tone and scope of our presenta­
tion is indicated by the Agenda, Annex B, copies of which 
were distributed to all participants.

The contributions of the union representatives were 
candid and, like ours, "on high "ground." We both focused 
on what could be done to reduce blood leads and limit 
exposures to arsenic. Points on which we had different 
points of view, such as the numbers in the standards, were 
recognized and set to one side.

Mr. McBride and Richard F. Schubert (President, 
Bethlehem Steel) both participated in an environmental 
meeting in New York in June. Copies of their speeches 
and transcripts of the Q’s and A’s which followed are 
attached. I think you will find them of interest.

A few specifics resulted from the discussion:

1. Mr. Schwartz invited the smelters to
send representatives to training sessions 
on the lead standard being presented 
jointly by USWA and UAW under a grant from 
OSHA. Dr. Parkinson of the University of 
Pittsburgh (the Steelworkers* consultant 
on lead), industrial hygienists and some 
practical technicians will present the 
substantive material. The initial meet­
ings are planned in Pittsburgh on 
August 2 (Hilton) and in St. Louis on 
August 16 (Chase Plaza). If they do a

LIA03401
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NSAC July 13, 19792

proper job, the unions anticipate 
additional grants to finance similar 
programs perhaps in Idaho and other 
western locations. Mr. Schwartz 
invited feedback from any of our group 
who attend. Dr. Cole and Ken Nelson 
accepted the invitation and plan to 
attend one of the sessions. If any 
addressee would like to have repre­
sentatives attend one of these 
sessions, please contact Dr. Cole or 
Ken Nelson.

2. Dr. Cole invited the USWA to send 
representatives to the training course 
LIA will present for physicians from 
areas where exposure to lead- may occur,
August 30-31 at the Rye (N.Y.) Hilton.

3. Bob Allen suggested that a joint training 
program be presented for senior smelter 
workmen selected by the union in consulta­
tion with management and selected manage­
ment employees on matters related to 
health. The idea is that the unions would 
have men in each plant better informed on 
the real issues and the importance to 
health of personal hygiene and plant house­
keeping. In the usual situation, these men 
would serve on the plant safety and health 
committee. All present considered this an 
idea which should be further considered.

We met at 10 a.m. and concluded after lunch with 
adjournment at 2 p.m. While we have no specific plans for 
another meeting, there will undoubtedly be further contacts 
on points of common interest. All present indicated they felt 
the dialog had been useful.

CFBrmrw
Enclosures
cc: Gene M. Baker

D. Broward Craig 
K. W. Nelson 
D. H. Soutar ^
J. F. Cole (LIA)
Vi. Long (AMC)

LIA03402
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ATTENDEES

Meeting with USff and Representatives of AFL/CIO 

July 12. 1979

Elliot Bredhoff Industrial Union Department (AFL-CIO)
General Counsel and Counsel to Steelworkers

Lloyd McBride President - Steelworkers

Frank McKee Treasurer - Steelworkers

Jack Sheehan Legislative Representative for Steelworkers 
in Washington, D.C.

Adolph Schwartz Director of Safety and Health - Steelworkers

Jim English Assistant General Counsel - Steelworkers

Harry Guenther • Assistant to Lloyd McBride

Georg”'. Becker Assistant to Secretary (Lynn Williams) - 
Steelworkers

Robert H. Allen Chairman & CEO, Gulf Resources & Chemical 
Corporation (Houston)

Ralph F. Cox President, Anaconda Company (Denver)

D. Broward Craig President, St. Joe Minerals Corporation

Gene M. Baker Vice President Environmental & Technical
Services, Bunkar Hill Company (Kellogg)

Jerome F. Cole (Dr.) Director of Environmental Health, Lead
Industries Association; Vice President, ILZRO.

Charles F. Barber Chairman of the Board & CEO, ASARCO Incorporated
i

Kenneth W. Nelson Vice President Environmental Affairs,
ASARCO Incorporated

Douglas H. Soutar Vice President Industrial Relations & Personnel. 
ASARCO Incorporated

LIA03403
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July 12, 1979

AGENDA

Nonferrous Smelters - USW 
Environmental Matters

1. Opening Remarks - C. F. Barber 

Purpose

- dialog; search for possible areas of cooperation 
to end of improving conditions and practices 
which may affect health

- not here to argue legal positions. Industry 
has set forth its views on the recent lead and 
arsenic standards in briefs filed in pending 
cases. USW position is articulately stated in 
its briefs in the same cases.

- focus today on desired results — lower blood 
leads, reduced exposure to arsenic

- suggest discussion be considered "off the 
record”

Perspective

- expectation of continuing incremental improve­
ments

- community of interest in progress on the real
issues: employee health

- candid communication

- focus on achievement of desired benefits in 
ways that are the most effective and the least 
wasteful

Asarco Health Policy

N 3722.03
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2. OSHA Lead Standard

Dr. Cole

- comparison of LIA's and OSHA's scientists' 
views on health effects of lead

- slides. Relationship of air lead and 
blood leads

- slides. Employee education serious

- review of personal hygiene practices to 
reduce lead absorption

- description of forthcoming LIA motivation 
study

K. W. Nelson

- improbability of attaining air lead standards 
by engineering controls

- slides
- case histories (Omaha and Glover)

- importance of personal hygiene

- respirators

- experience in foreign smelters

R. H. Allen 
Gene Baker

- Bunker Hill experience

Broward Craig

- an example of cooperation (Herculaneum)

LIA03*05
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3. OSHA Arsenic Standard

K. W. Nelson

- differences between copper companies and 
OSHA on arsenic standard

- improbability of attaining arsenic standards 
by engineering controls

- case history (El Paso)

R. Cox

- Anaconda experience

4. Where are we going?

- any future in cooperation?

- litigation

- quality of regulation

- resolving perceived problems

*c3A°b



October 26, 1978

i

EMPLOYEE SAFETY AND HEALTH - ASARCO POLICY

Producing nonferrous metals and minerals for the nation 
and the world is Asarco's task. In accomplishing that task 
Asarco is dedicated to protecting its employees against hazards 
of the workplace. Prevention of accidents and occupational 
illnesses is achieved by:

1) Building into new processes and new equipment 
demonstrated preventive procedures and devices;

2) Modifying existing processes and equipment to 
reduce health and safety risks;

3) Training employees in safe work practices and 
in the use of personal protective equipment;

4) Encouraging employees (a) to observe personal 
hygiene practices required to protect their 
health and (b) not to smoke;

*

5) Conducting periodic safety and industrial 
hygiene inspections to monitor the effective­
ness of ongoing safety and health programs;

6) Maintaining general employee health programs 
and appropriate medical surveillance procedures 
for employees exposed to potentially hazardous 
substances;

7) Cooperating with representatives of employees, 
government, and private agencies and supporting 
research toward improved methods of accident 
prevention and early detection of occupational 
illness.

Asarco pledges to continue these activities and seeks 
the full cooperation of all its employees.

KWN/dr
LIA03407
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They insist that society ought to have a "zaro-riek
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Inspection*. 
The Task Force noted that sw

at w
orkplace lnjuriea

 

Involve Im
portant behavioral or organizational factors, 

and I think that's true.
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Thank you for having aa hara today
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