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T0: W. J. BRCWN Januacy 25, 1971

FROM: D. F. ROHRMAN PIZE: 900/3422

RE: USG Asbestosg Hazaed

Last Monday, January 18, Paul Kipp called and info-—a:
me that the new organizaticn had been created to deal with the
adverse publicity generated aéainat the asbestos indugt=y,

The organizatiocn, the Asbestos Information Cozmittpe of North
Anerica, was actually_eltabli:hed last £all péi:a:ily by JSohns
Manville and Caertaintaed Corporaticn. USG was not invitad to
pazticipata in the formation q: ths Cemmittee.- Tﬁa Comxittze
was set &p to dissezinate general information to users of ;ﬁw
asbestos and to counteract the adverse publicisy aﬁd “scare
tactics® of Dz, i:viag Seliks2# and hig colleagues. Tha Come
nittse will §:epagaadiz- a:besta;' good points and attempt

to ex;laié away. the harzards associated'with that substance,

The next meeting cf the Information Committae will
be in late January ard it may expand its danbership at that
tize to include su=h coapanies as USG, should USG‘;i:Lnte:lzteé.
Johns Manville has either pledged or given $150,000 to the Come,

nittea to finance such meatings. al Pay of National Gypsua is°
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Lavalvcd in the meeting as a representative ©f the Asbestos

MEMOT 3 Pty

and Cenent Products Association, o7 wkzic:b he is P:esidcn: -

1‘5.’ Fay-apparegtly has an agreesment with Paul. Xipp, to-keep-:
P insor=ad gSzdavelopaants within the Committse. seg .
2z, ussNaturally,.USG. is concerned with the presence of
asbestos in joint treatment compound and the same concern i3
evidenced gxggpg:.i_:gszngqg;gz..gangggcty_g:l wbo.make: such pro-...
ducts.. Mz, x{.pp-aeol. th.hcA:bc:ta:, :n:a:muon.cmituc-u..
a.means bz;!_r_xés._‘z the,joint treatment.manufacturers. s.could
ggp}gp_ggé_.‘.gggalabellag:wi.h,sunda:dl.znd vmingx, =1t 41':.;4 .
bees. suggested..as) ypu,will, resexber,. @sséteszsnesg Assogia-
tion be used as.a vehicle vh?:nby unifora hhci;ng could be

Lor=ulated, s wbo
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wei sez w2l.will.keep.you inforsed. as.thig. mattes. .dsvelops,..
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