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November 2™, 2000

To- Alt AlIA Member Assaciations
All AIA Governing Council Members
AlA Exacutive Committee Membears
ACPPA Members
Others

Da/From : Clament Godbout

Subject : Declaration of Vancouver

—- - ———————— —_— .

Greetings:

Attached for your informativn is a copy of the Declaration of Vancouver, signed by
the Ministers and Heads of Delagation, of the participating ecountries at the Fifth
Annual cenference of the Mining Ministries of tha Americas, last October, 2000.

Thia is a very important document, as it reaffirms the commitiment of these countrias
to the controlied-use approach to minerals and metals.

Also enclosed for your information is a briefing note on the situation in Chile, which
Wwe are monitoring very closely.

Best regards.

Clorek GosleS”

FME 114, 1235 Jolormon Davis | vy, Adington, VA 20000 USA  Tol (514) 861-1188 Fux (514) 884- 1152 aiagbahrysatio. com
NAGS in cansultative status (Roster) with the Economic snd Social Counoll of the United Nations
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The Minister &f Health of Chile has declded to issus a decree that would
totally ban the Import and use of asbestos In Chlle. The Decree is now
befaore President Lagos for his consideration and approval,

Background

In the last couple of years, the Chilean Govemment has been under
pressure to implement an ashastos ban. Tha Minister of Erivironment
indicated a few limes its intent to follow the European Union example in
that matter. in June 2000, the Chllean Ministry of Housing and Urban
Development decided to ban asbestos-cement products from its social
housing programs, covering approximataly 20,000 housing units a year.

Qiven the importance of its natural resources sector, Chile, like Canada,
has alwaya been a strong supporter af the safe use principls in various fora
such as the Annual Mines Ministries of the Amaricas Conference. This
principte calls for the controlled use of minerals and metals like chrysatile
asbestos or Copper.

The Canadian mission in Santiago facilitated two missions from the
Asbestos institute In May and August 2000 to discuss the application of the
safe use principle to chrysotile asbestos. On July 31%, the Ganadian
Ambassador to Chile sent a jetter to the Minister of Health conveying the
Canadian posgition on asbestos and requesting meetings with Asbestos
Instituta offiGials before any final decislon is made on Chile's policy
regarding asbestos. Sanator Raymond Setlakwe raised our concerns on
asbestos with the Chilean Government during his misaion 1o Chile from

October 8 to 15 ’

The Canadian chrysotila asbestos industry sends 19 % of its exports to
Latin American countries. Brazil, Colombla, and Mexico ara the main
Importers of Canadian chrysotile. Whils Chile is not an important export
market for Canadian chrysotile (350,000 3 of exports in 1999, down from 2
milfion $ in 1998), If it proceeds with banning asbestos it could Influence
other countries In Latin America to follow suit, -
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‘Talking points

. ‘We understand that, under pressure from the international asbestos
ban movement, the Chilean government is reassesaing its position
concerning the safe use of chrysotile asbestos. In Canada, we aré
confident of consumers’ ability to use chrysotile safely and we are
concerned that an outright ban of aghestos, a natural substance, will
set a precedent for the banning of other commaodities such as
aluminum, copper or nickel. '

.  Gould we have an update on tho status of the Daearee that
would implement such a ban?

. As a member of the Annual Mines Ministrios of the Americas
Conterence Chile has always besn a strong supporter of the
safe use principle, as It appiies to all minerals and metals.
Chile’s mining minister first epdorsed this principle in 1998 when he
signed the Buenos Alres Declaration. This commitment was re
affirmed by Chile’s Subsecretaria de Mineria, Jacqueline Saintard,
at this year’s conference in Vancouver, October 4-6, 2000.

. Sclentific evidence does not support a ban on chrysotile asbestos. 1
Modern chrygoftile apd cobper products can be used safely when the
safe use principle is respected. We would be pleased to provide you
with relevant documentation or 1o arrange for a Capadian ;
delegation to travel to Chile to discuss the issue with Chilean
officials.

. We urge the Chilean Government to continue ite bolicv of

advocating the safe use of all minerals and metatls, Including L
- ghrysotile ashestos.
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