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If you are informed of the recent case ¢of bran oil w»oisoniag
by chlorinated biohenyl used as a heat transfer fluid at an
edible o0il manufacturer in Japan, you must wonder how such

could happen,

By the official investipgation and insnection,

now it is 100% certain that the Kaneka's nroduct leaked
through pinhkoles ( See attached excerpts from Javan Times ).

A great deal of sensation is prevailing all over the country,
In order to defend chlorinated biphenyl from furtiaer censure,
a director of Kzneka came to MK to ask for help from MC, e
that they dearly need technical data and literature
which can convince the Welfare Miniztry that the chlorinated

comnound ac a heat trangfer medium ¢an be and is used ou*tc
safely, for many years in the United States and many ofther

told us

conntries in the world,

He is afraid that, if otnrr": e, tre

Goverfnment may classify chlorinated olvhenjl as a poisonous
troublesome reﬂulatﬂons, whetior

drup wnd,

if so, all ltinds of
necesrary or unnecessary,

handling of the “drugh

Ve are collecting data ours.lves but,

of the matter,

will be imvoced on users for the

in view of the imnortance

we would most apprec1ate your providing us witn

the information which may answer the followinr quections?

1, Y%hat kind of hygienic regulations are prescribed or

excersised, in U.S3., to handle cilorinated biphenyl
Trom toxicity standpoint?

2. Jhat d

lata or literature are available as concerned

with human toxicity of chlorinated bivhenyl?
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the Kitakyushu Municipal{on the demand of consumers)
Government and Kyushu Uni-(were alsa  examined and
Sreemmem e - - = = m=eem -l versily, Including Prof. 1lisa- | photographerl.
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FURKUOKA (Kyodo)—A ro-

sohous erganie chlorine eom-
poumds from rice bran ol
whileh may have causcd the
recent cage of miass poisoning
In western Japan, it was re.
vealed Saturday. .

A spokesman for the group
hint¢d at the possibitity that
the organic compounds might
have caused the mass poison.
ing, which has affected more
than 10,000 persons in western
Japan,

The organic chlorine com-
pounds, amounting to 4,000

Poisonous Compounds
Found in Rice Bran Qil

search group  at  Kyushu|per one cubic meter of air,
University has  extracted afequivaiont 10 0,001 ppm, he
constelerable amount of  poicd saul,

pounls is set at one milligram

"'"he skin of a vicum of

poisoning by organic chlorine
hecomes darker and “chloric
pimples” break out, In a
serious  care, the patient
shinvg symploms of jaundice
andl llver Lrouble, Lthe spokes-
nman explainod.

Similar findings had been
revealed by the Natlonal In-
stitute of llygienic Sciences
Oct. 27 after it conducted a
series of analyses of the rice
bran oil produced by the
I{anemi Warchouse Co. in
Pukuoka,

“|to 6,000 PPPM (parts per mil

.| mine

using Xoray andj|
chromatpgraphy.

Hon), were discovered when
Prof. Kaoru Inagami of the
Ifaculty of Agriculture and
Prol, Suntisaburo Makl of the
Tacully of Medicine jointly.
analyzed Rve samples of rice
bran oll submliited by pati-
ents, he sald, -
The experls’ proup was
conducting oan  analysis of
fals taken from patients’ pime-
ples in an atlempt to deter.
the relalionship be-f ... _
tween the organic compounds
and the mass polsoning, he
sald. .-
In the United States, the

toleranhce of the organl_c com-
’ \

Jwith

MoV,

KITAKYUSHU (Kyodo)—
Kyushu University scientists
antd others Wednesday- ex-
amined the , manufacluring
processes  in operation at
Kanem| Warchouse Co. whose
ricc bran oil, contaminated
organic chlorine com-
poutl, causell widespread
Doisoning. Results of the
check were not made known
immediatelys

This was the first time an
Inspection was conducted by
technical experts while past
cheeks at the oil manufactue-
ing plant had been made by
administrative officials, .

The_ speciallsts were from

shi Shinohara.

They were accompanied by
four ollicers of the Fukuoka
prefectural police. .

The cxperts were brlefed

Rice Bran Oil Plant
Inspected by Experts

7,

for one hour and a half on
fond oil production methods
by the plant manager.

One of the deodorizingg
tanks, suspected of havingl
been contaminated with |
chlorine, measuing: i

two
meters tall and one and halfr
meters in diameter was nost
thorongghly checked.

A 20meter pipe in which!
%mlb the  orpganic
enlorine compound, circulated
ran inside the tanlk, The plant
manager saitl the chlocine had
been used as a calalyst,

The bottllng and canning
pracesses (tho fnod ail was
bottled or canned, depending

FFood specialists of Kvushu
Universily and oflicials of the
TFPukuoka Prefectural Health
Department also attended the
inspection as abservers,
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KITAKYUSHU (Kyodo)—
A seven-man expert group at
Kyushu University Saturday
diseovered that the organic
chlorine agent blamed for the
mass rice Dbran oil poisoning
in western Japan, Had ieaked
from pinholes In a  pipe
through which LUle chemical
ngent cireulated,

.- ‘I'he group, headed by rof.
Misashi  Shinohara at  the
university’s I'nculty of ln-
gincering, discovered three
plnhnles I the  alrculation
pipe n a deadorlzing tank
during an onthe.spot investi.
gation at a plant here of the
Kaneml Warechouse Co,,
manufacturer of the rice bran
oi), Saturday moraning.

The cendorizing tank.-is a
part of the processing system
nl,lr manufacturing rice, bran
oil.
In conducting the investiga-
tion, the group ook an dir
compressor, { vacuum pump
and other devices for tesling
(rom the university,

‘Micy Jdiscovered the pin.
holes when they, ofter eleans.
Ing the pipe wilth steam, pour-
o water inlo it and sent com-
pressed air inlo the pipe.

An amount of 114 cc of alr
leuked fram a pinhole in five
minutes and 14 ¢e from a sec.
“lond hole In 10 minutes, Dut

wviov. o™

7,

Bran Oil Poisoning
Traced to Pipe Leak

to determine the amount of
air leakage, the investigators
reported, i

Phey said it was almost cer-
taln that the organic agent
diphenylchloride, called
"Kanckuroru,” had leaked
through those pinholes and
became mixed with rice bran

oil,

The chreulation pipe in ques-
tion, made of stuinless steel,
wias 20 meters tong, twoe wiill.
meters thick and had an inside
tHametor of two conlinietors,

According. to the company,
the pipe was out of use he.
Ltween Jast December andd late
January and was temporarily

-
ties for the mass polsoning,
}m said. :
Mcanwhile, the TFukuocka
Prefectural Police said that
they would begin investiga-
tion to decclde whether the
manufacturer should be crimis
nally responsible, as soon as
they reccive an offickal"report
onh Saturday's investigation.

uscd between Jan. J1 and eb, - -

7. It was out of operation
again between mid-lI"ebruary
and id-April,

Victims of the mass poison-

ing are reported from among!

those who Ingested the com.
pany's rice hran oil made be-
tween I'eb, 5 arul 7.

The expert group explained
that the holes must have heen

closed hy scale by l'eb, 7 and |-

no signlficant amount of Jeak-
age had since oceurred,

Sannosuke Kato, president
of the tompany, told the press
tater that he had not expected
the cireulatlon pipe to be
Faulty.

His  compuny wuays delev-|

mined to do whatever it can
Lo discharge ity responsibill-

a u_ﬂnl pinhole way too smuil

.
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