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Dezr Manfred:

A recent number of the Public Health Reparts had a survey of
an asbestos plant made by Bloomfield and one of his staff. They state that
everything considered they think five million particles is a pretty fair
threshold limit for the asbestos industry and I agree wiih-.ihem.

: T do not know what to say about Mr. Dewey's opinion and I can-
not imagine upon what the opinion is based. Of coirse, the asbestos people

in Canada have advanced that idea for some time as an explanation of why as-
bestos seems to be more clinically severe in Englund than in this country but
T have always had the feeling thut their argument was motivated by self-interest
ratiner than to make a scientific contribution. I have had the feeling for some
time that asbestosis is pretty much of a mare's nest anyway. I do not doubt
that asbestos dust in sufficient quantity will cause a pulmonary fibrosis. I
am not sure that asbestosis alone will produce disability or death. I think
that ih Thé Zeported cases of fatal asbestosis they have put the cart before
the horfe - that is to say, these individuals have died of heart dise=se and
because they worked in an asbestos plant and had same pulmonary fibrosis, their
deaths were charged to asbestosis. In the complicated cgseg, death was due to
tuberculosis. Tuberculosis and heart disezse are #re two,leading causes of
death among industrial workers and it is to be expected t‘gat the asbestos workers
would have their quota. However, this is just an opinion of mine.

I am engaged now in running down all our dezath claims from as-
‘bestosis. Some time in January or February, I want to go up to Boston because
in this series which we have, the only post-mortems were those done in Boston

by Dr. Timothy Leary and, incidentally, I may use your good offices to get an
introduction to Dr. Leary as I want to discuss these cases with him.
Best regards.

Sincerzly yours,
/

A, J. ,La.nza, M.D.
Agsistant Medicsl Director
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