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Science Report

Pollution: Sewage killing marine life

The way in which scveral tons of
the indusifial chemucals polychlot.
nated biphenvis. or PCBy are be
g dumped tach year in <oastal
walers round Brivwmn is oullmed in

# carmicd bv boal 0 the estuary
and dumjed in deep waler <iv
lmlcs mln of Gasroch Head, Isle

Ilaweanlhan( i mlmwo-
ces~ that of

dumped in the porthern Irizh Sew
sod Thummes entuary.
Mr. Holden suggosts that some
may be enternng ihe sea
dmh N sreas where waste i

a report Irom  the
Frsheries  Laboratory, " pitiochry,
Scotlund,

It prowvides the posaible explana-
fron of huw this substance has been
ulate ofishore in
ies (0 harm murning

Anxicty about the spread of
PUBs has grown over the pust 1wo
vcar with the detection of harm-
lub ltvels in sca birds. seals and
other marine life. These chemiculs
huve been # contributory cause of
the deuth of Iage popuistions of
e wddlife species. .

PCHy are produced for a wide
variely of industrial provasscs.
st hkew cause of therr spread
wemed to be the dischurye of fac-
tory offluent into tivers and theme
down Lo euaries, But it hay been
difficult to reconcile thas seemingly
nluumlnrm'ﬂ event wih the Gnd-
ing of tipheny) subwiances in cere
win caces of wildlife demth.

The invesugutioa &t Pislochry
slurted from wn apulivis of manne
fish und maluscs in Skottish walers
that showed the highast mtidues
of PCBv to be 1n samples. taken
from the Firth of Clvde.

Allenpts were made (o irave
the sounce of pollution by exam-
ming Ihe vaTIous WalErs discharped
10t the tivet at micrvain along the
Chde to e contre oF (ravgom

No o delectable  amounty  weie
Ioumd: nor were 8ny apmecishio
levels shown In wn cxamination of
he ofrioent trom the frunk scwarg
carrying the ik of Geated waste
divcharged deom many hundreds of
Tavtones.

In the report Mr. A V. Hoiden
deactibes how the mv«\u-nn then
turned 10 ot
uud. (rom westment vuqn -'t d)

being dispersed in the sea. Preluw
inary estitnutes sugpest thet sboul
a ton of PCBS is boing dumped m
lhe Clxde estu-ry this way,

oporatrons for
M dmur -nd London indicute
thut similar quantitios sre being

offshore without trest-
ment, and Ihe disposal of <tudpe on
fund could lead to PCB reswiues
enlenny the lmrestrial evosysiom
by transfer lhmu;h lood ohains,
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