w VICTOR PRODUCTS DIVISION « DETROIT SALES OFFICE

August 28, 1984

Mr. W. R. Alexander, Supervisor
Non-Metallic Materials Technical Support Laboratory
Mack Trucks Incorporated
1999 Pennsylvania Avenue : A{.
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740

Subject: Victor Policy re Asbestos

Dear Bill: .
H
Victor's long term objective is to completely eliminate the use of asbestos
in our products. Asbestos has been shown to be a hazardous material and we wvant
it out of our plants as soon as possible. : T

Unfortunately, we have been unable to develop a hard timetable to effect this
changeover. First, there are the problems of developing a complete line of
products to substitute for asbestos. Second, there has been 8 cost penalty

_associated with the asbestos-free materials, and some customers have resisted
the change on that basis.

In the area of regulations, blue asbestos has already been banned. Further
"outlawing" of asbestos seens unlikely, but regulations are almost certain to
becowme more strict. These would include mandatory warning labels on cartons of
asbestos containing parts and a reduction in perwissible air borme fibers from
the current 2.0 fibers/cc to a .5 fibers/cc level. There has been a .2 fibers/
cc level proposed as the next step.- Compliance to that level will require major
investwents in filter systems, etc. by all who deal with asbestos.

Simply stated, our position is
. Ve will eliminate asbestos as soon as possible.

. Development of asbestos substitutes will continue until our complete
line of waterials is covered.

. There vill be no new development programs on asbestos containing
materials.

Your willingness to start evaluating these asbestos-free waterials demonstrates
a progressive ‘posture by Mack Trucks, and you are to be complimented.

Very truly yours,

%A@»M

John F. Feldmann
Automotive Sales Manager .

JFF/hjp
cc: E. Shepherd \ : Papapaschos MACK-0410
R. Kazmirowicz Mack 000846
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