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Mr. Hugh F o s s e t t  
c /o  B r i t i s h  E th y l  C o rp o ra t io n  
U6r th w ic h  ■ . r. . ; .
C h e s h ire , E n g la n d .

My d e a r  P o s s e t t :

. Thanks f o r  y o u r v a r io u s
corrcnun lcations w h ich  h av e  gone l a r g e l y  unansw ered 
b ecau se  th e y  seem ed to  r e q u i r e  v e ry  l i t t l e  in  th e  way 
o f  r e p l y ,  .and a ls o  b e c a u s e , as you may e x p e c t, I  have 
been  v e r y  bu sy  w ith  o th e r  th in g s ,

I  have ap p ro v ed  th e
a rra n g em e n t made th ro u g h  Mr. B a tc h e lo r  f o r  en g ag in g 
B r, Freem an te m p o ra r i ly  i n  acc o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  en ­
c lo s e d  co p y . T here i s  l i t t l e  p o in t ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  i n  
my w r i t in g  in  any  d e t a i l  to  any o f  th e s e  man, B r.
F a i r l y  c a n  be t r u s t e d  to  p ro v id e  com p le te  in fo rm a t io n  
to  men who a re  engaged  w i th  h is  know ledge and c o n s e nt ,  
and I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  u n d er p r e s e n t  c o n d i t io n s  we may ju s t  
a s  w e l l  c o n te n t  o u r s e lv e s  to  a l lo w  th in g s  to  be h a nd le d  
i n  t h i s  f a s h io n .  C hanges a re  l i k e l y  to  be made f a i rl y  
f r e q u e n t l y  and s in c e  I  have w r i t te n  to  D r, F a i r le y  
t e l l i n g  him  o f  my p o i n t  o f  v iew  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  X b e lie v e  
th e re  i s  l i t t l e  I  n e e d  do o th e r  th an  to  keep  aw are o f  
w hat t r a n s p i r e s .  A l l  in  a l l  i t  seem s a r a t h e r  d i f f ic u l t  
s i t u a t i o n  b u t  I  s h a l l  do th e  b e a t  I  can  w ith  i t .

W ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  you r 
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  w i th  N. V. de B a ta a fs c h e  P e tro le u m  
l ia a ts c h a p p l j  c o n c e rn in g  th e  c o n ta m in a tio n  o f  w a te r 
w h ite  g a s o l in e  w i th  le a d e d  g a s o l in e ,  I  - th in k  you have 
ta k e n  th e  r i g h t  p o s i t i o n .  We c o u ld , o f  c o p rs e , a r ran g e  
to  have some a n a ly s e s  done f o r  them  and w i l l  be g lad  to  
do so  J.f f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  you c o n s id e r  i t  a d v is a b le . On 
th e  o th e r  hand  X w ou ld  f e e l  t h a t  su ch  a n a ly s e s  w ere made 
p u r e ly  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  s a t i s f y i n g  them  add n o t  fo r  th e  
p u rp o sé  o f  o b ta in in g  any  needed  in f o r m a t io n .  l i t  i s q u i te  
c le a r  t h a t  th e r e  w i l l  be no d an g ers  in v o lv e d  i n  th e 
p ro c e d u re  th e y  w ish  to  c a r r y  o n . A p p a re n t ly  th e y  a re  no t 
c le a r  in  t h e i r  m ihds a s  to  th e  p u r e ly  t h e o r e t i c a l  ch a r a c te r  
o f  th e  d a n g e rs  in v o lv e d  i n  h a n d l in g  le a d e d  g a s o l in e.  I t  
i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a b su rd  to  c o n s id d r  th e  t o x i c i t y  o f  g a so l in e  
from  th e  p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  i t s  le a d  c o n te n t ,  i f  th e  le a d  
was d e r iv e d  o n ly  from  su c h  a  so u rc e  a s  th e y  have in m ind .
I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n ,  you  m ig h t r e p o r t  to  h im . I f  you w ish  
to  do s o , t h a t  i f  th e  l e a d  c o n te n t  o f  g a s o l in e  i s  le s s  th an  
one p a r t  p e r  th o u sa n d  by  vo lum e, th e y  n eed  n o t  c o n sid e r  th e
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q u e s t io n  o f  le a d  p o is o n in g  as th e  r e s u l t  o f  any  ty pe  o f  
no rm al h a n d l in g  o f  g a s o l in e .  T h is , I  b e l i e v e ,  i s  cov ered  
i n  th e  memorandum w h ich  you  c a l l e d  to  t h e i r  a t t e n t io n ,  b u t 
i f  you  ca re  to  m e n tio n  i t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  what 
i s  s a id  t h e r e ,  i t  w i l l  do no harm .

O b v io u s ly  you a re  q u i te  r i g h t  
i n  t e l l i n g  them th a t  th e re  i s  no s h o r t  c u t  r e a c t i o n by 
means o f  w h ich  th ey  can d e te rm in e  th e  le a d  c o n te n t  o f  
g a s o l in e .  G e n e ra l ly  sp e a k in g  i t  w ould be p o s s ib le  fo r  
thorn to  t e l l  w h e th er le a d  was p r e s e n t  i n  te rm s o f  th e  
c o lo r  o f  the g a s o l in e .  T h is , how ever, i s  n o t  a lw ays sa fe  
s in c e  g a s o l in e  may be d i s c o lo r i z e d  to  some d e g re e . However 
i n  th e  c a se  o f  f r e s h  g a s o l in e ,  i t  m ig h t be w e l l  to  p o in t  
o u t to  them  i f  th e  dye can n o t  be se e n , th e n  tne  lea d  
c o n te n t  m ust in d e e d  be m in o r.

I  was- p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
to  f i n d  t h a t  you have m oved.your o f f ic e »  I  th in k , th i s  
sh o u ld  be h ig h ly  ad v an tag eo u s from  th e  p o in t  p f  v iew  o f  
m a in ta in in g  c o n ta c t  w i th  al^. o f  y ou r a c t i v i t i e s .  I am 
g la d  to  know t h a t  you r fa m i ly  i s  o u t  o f  London, and I  
hope L orna and th e  c h i l d r e n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  y o u r s e l f ,  are  
n o t  h a v in g  to o  d i f f i c u l t  a t im e . I  w ould  a p p re c ia te i t  
i j f  you w ould g iv e  L orna my v e ry  k in d e s t  r e g a rd s  when you 
gee h e r ,  and f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  a s  a lw a y s , my v e ry  b e s t  w ish e s .

S in c e r e ly  y o u rs ,

RAK:ls R o b e r t  A. Kehoe, M.D.
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