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. Dear Mr. kaae’er. " : LR o . .
" Mhis is in Trnsponse to your J01nt let te: with ¥r. John
.Whittlesey @nted June 17,.1575, petitioning for modifi-

A ‘catlons of tke Brposure to Vinyl Chloride Standard,
.28 CFR 1910.1017 (formezly 1910.93 recodified x ay 28,
-1975) .. :

“ There ‘are no plans rresentlv s amend the V Vinvl Chloride
STauda:a. A FOVISEd Program ¢ alzec ive is cowtcrymaLéa
.+ gltnsugn we are not certain as to the date it will be

. available. Plcase be assured that your comments and
suggestions are greatly appreciated and they will be

(;‘ considered xully in the revision of the program directive,

In the meantima, the follom-nc ndn‘nlst:ative decisions
- have been mode: - : L ) .

1. 29 CFR 1910. 1017(a) and (b)(S) Scene and appl*cahlon
(,}7 (3)-and (b) Definiticens (6) . D
e The sLandard def-nes a fabricated oxoduct as bezng one
b _which is “mede wholly or partly from polyvinyl chloride,
: " and vhich docs not require further processing at temp-
‘eratures, .and for times, sufficient to cause wmass melting
o ‘of £he polyvi nyl chloride reSthLng in the release of
8 vinyl chloride.” - . SRR

"Rel ase of vinyl "chloride" means the release of an X
arount of vinyl chloride which would likely result in | ~-
_ employee exposure at or above the action level
. - without reggxd to the use of engineering controls.
Products which can be classified as fabricated products
are exempt from the provisions-of the vinyl ‘chloride
standard. All otlier products are subject to the re-
quirements of the standard. If the employer uses or
manufactures a product which is not a fabricated
((:: product, he must initiate monitoring procedures.
If the monitoring reveals that the employees are not
exposed to vinyl chloride at or above the action level,
the employer's operations will be exempt from the
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provisions of the standard. However, if the monitoring
reveals exposure at or above the action level, the
employer must implement the procedures specified

in the standard. . .

2. 29 CFR 1910.1017(b) Dﬂfinltions (5).

The petition requests that the defznition of "emcrgency"
- be revised to include specific examples, such as fire
and explosion. We agree that the definition might well
be expanded to include examples. Again, this matter will
be zddressed in a progran d;rective ané not as an anend-
ment to the stundard )

The defmnitxon of a "maszive release" as being "greater
than 100 parts per million (ppm)" found in the current
Program Directive $200-35, will also be addéressed in a
revised directive. We agree that the 100 ppn should

‘be changed -

3. 29 CFR 1910. 1017(&) Lcnltorln 4y - X

'The 1ntent of paragraph (d)(4) if that tﬁe emp;oyﬂr

. shall be 95% confident that his monitoring result is
within 25%, 35% or 50% of the actual value depending

on the concentration. ' Therefore,.an cmployar using

- a'method which has proven vinyl chloride detecticn

accuracy of 25% or less need take only one measure-

ment regardless of the actual vinyl chlorida' moncuer

concentration. In concentration ranges where accura-

- ¢les of 35% or 50% are required, the employecr .

need take only one measurement if the method accuracy

. 38 less than tha specified accuracy. With methods

. of uvnlnoun accuracy or having errors greater than

the specified accuracy reguirements, repeated neasure-

"ments are necessary. In these cases; one may use the
coefficient of variation (CV) as a parameter to judge
vhether or not a sampling procedure is adequate to. ¢
meet the standard. The CV in percentage units is
defined as the standard deviation of the method, times
100, divided by permissible exposure limit. “The required

CV of the procedure is obtained by dividing the

required accuracy by 1.96 (2 vzlue for 95% confidence).
Thus, for accuracies of 25%, 35% and 50%, method CV
valuce should be less than l? 8», 17.,2%, and 25.5%
respaectively. .
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" when opened after transporting.

3. "

® . . " .
To repaat, there are no plans presently to amend the
standard but your comments on monitoring will be con-
sidercd in the program directive revision and also
in future rulemaking where monitoring is & requirement.

4. 29 CPR 1910.1017(j) Training.

The standard does not specify a level of exposure to
trigger training activities. Section 6(b)(7) of the
Occupational Safety and llealth ket of 1870 provides
that ewmployees shall be apprised of the nature of the

bazarcous substances with which they come in coatact.

The eéidende we have conmpiled on vinyl 6hloride has

. " indicated that it is sufficiently hazardous lo warrant
. ¢raining for all personnel who have any possibility

of coming in contact with vinyl chioride. There is

e alvays the opportunity for accidents to occur and em-~

ployees should be aware of the possiblz consequences,
There has also been some indication that storage con-

tainers may yield high concentrations of vinyl chloride
[ ]

L 4

_ Therefore, . it is not likely that the training provisiors

will be amended. For those operations covared by the
stznduard, training 'is a requiremant. . .

5. 29 CFR 1910.1017(e), Signs and labels (4) -

" If there are situations vhere the blendad pélyvinyl

chloride must -be labeled yvet contains less than 0.5
ppm residual vinyl chloride menomer, the follewing

.vwording may be used: . o .

* - - BLENDED VOLYVINYL CBLORIDE (PVC)
\ )
CONTAINS TRACE AHOUNYS ( 0.5 ppa)
. OP VINYL CHLORIDE. '

4 AP Y
. .
- . * -

VINYL CHLORIDE IS5 A CARCCR-SUSPECT AGENY.
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"We hope that the above clarifications will satisfy
your petition for modification and amendment of the
vinyl chloride standard. As previously stated,

. there are no planc presently to formally amend the

- gtandard. ‘here will be an addendum or modifica-
tion of the Program Directive £#200-35. Should
you wish to discuss any matter further do not
hesitate to cont“ct me or members of ny staff.

. 8incerely, ) e

’.\ / ’ . ’ ;' .\ . . ) . - -
, ‘/’ g/' /;/{v "(.--'-' . o . ' ‘,"._ . '
Batry Liite : L

Aﬂsoczhte Assistant Secretury
- “for Regional Precrams
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