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poor; i t  lias been reported in children from
and socially advantaged homes (29).

I t  is difficult i f  not impossible to 
incidence of lead poisoning in children. Ob
community where overt lead poisoning a

x 
~

»
2

8
m
 
n
 S

- 
S 

©
. 
° 

?! 
-•

 
_ 

o
 

S
' 

©
 

§
<

33

lead poisoning  in  ch



known to have occurred, 333 had clinical or laboratory
evidence or a history suggestive of increased exposure to Morbidity
lead. O f these 333, 148 had blood lead levels exceeding
0.05 mg./lOO ml. (4)- Survey of a suspected high incidence For many of those who survive, the
area in Chicago disclosed that out of 500 study patients, grim. In  Chicago, a study of 425 child
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low
ed for 6 m

onths to 
10 years after treatm

ent for lead 
m

ean of 90. A
ll but one of these children show

ed unsatis-
poisoning

 revealed that 39 percent had
 som

e
 kind

 of neuro- 
factory progress in school because of specific intellectual

logical sequelae. A
m

ong the 59 children in this group w
ho 

defect (5,6). Jenkins and M
ellins

 studied 32 children w
ho

had presented encephalopnthic sym
ptom

s initially, 82 per- 
had 

severe 
lead 

poisoning 
(nearly all 

had 
evidence of

cent w
ere left w

ith handicaps: 
54 percent had recurrent 

encephalopathy) and found that 6 to 8 m
onths later, their
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Among the benefits of clearing cities of old, dilapi­
dated housing is the reduction of lead poisoning in chil­
dren due to paint ingestion. This point should not be over-

o
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