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| SUBJECT: USE OF INSULATION MATERTALS CONTAINlNG ASBESTOS BY * —
o SOUTHERN E& FACILITIES =~ = = S St

‘.”}I'héva been reviewing with V. A. Harris, Safety and Environmental

.Conservation Manager - Coastal Division, the use, handling, potential
. emp1oyee exposure and substitution of asbestos 1nsu1at1on materials
_.in the Coastal Division of Southern.E&P Region. ' This.was stimulated

by the discovery of asbestos packing material in use at Nest Lake

- Verret in a compressor engine exhaust man1f0]d

The packing is 2 %" x L” continuous length of materxal whxch is very -
pliabie, feels waxy, and is comprised of about 80 percent asbestos.
The packing is installed in a stuff1ng box similar to that found on a
,centr1fuga1 pump and forms an expan51on Joint in the exhaust manifold.
- Packing is replaced when leakage is. detected and this occurs about

" every year. There are eight or nine such engines in Coastal Division. . -

The engineering staff for Coastal Division is currently looking for a
~suitable non-asbestos substitution for this packing material. Coastal
- Division's general policy is to treat all insulation removed - from

equipment as if it contained asbestos. Ce

I will be visiting -many of the Coastal and Onshore Division facilities
in the next month to conduct a survey on the potential exposure to
mercury. While at these locations, I will also review. the insulating
mater1a15*1n steck and its use and condition-on equ1pment
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