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The effect of asbestos on human health has been, and still is, the subject of great concern. 

For many years considerable scientific work has been devoted to this subject and the state of 

knowledge is steadily advancing. This has been recognised at the World Symposium on Asbestos in 

Montreal and other international conferences. At the same time the discussion is still being 

influenced by an emotional approach, and this is conducive neither to the adoption of good and 

reasonable regulation nor to providing a background for the improvement of scientific knowledge. 

In these circumstances, the asbestos industries will continue to co-operate with all of those 

concerned and in particular with: 

- the workers and their representative organisations; 

- the consumer and environmental groups; 

- the medical and scientific professions; 
- national and international authorities; 
-the media; 

in order to achieve the following: 

-defining and establishing measures for worker protection; 

- ensuring the safe use of asbestos-containing products by the consuming public; 

- encouraging and/or initiating all the requisite technical, scientific and medical studies for 

gaining improved knowledge of the pathology of asbestos-related disease; 

- comparing and discussing together the conclusions that can be drawn from the present 

state of knowledge. 

In this context, the asbestos industries wish to state their position as follows: 

1. The health hazards associated with asbestos are due to the inhalation of fine asbestos dust. It 

is known that exposure to uncontrolled and excessive concentrations of asbestos dust can 

result in the onset of asbestosis, cancers of the lung and mesothelioma. 

2. These occupational diseases normally show up only after a period of 15 to 40, or more, years 

after the exposure. This indicates that the cases presently occurring are the result of working 

conditions in the past that were very different from those encountered today - the dust levels at 

that time were up to 100 or even 1,000 times higher than at present. It also follows that the 

cases of asbestos-related disease which will occur in the near future will also have had their 

origins in past conditions. 

3. Industry considers that regulations to reduce dust exposure at the working site to the lowest 

reasonably practicable level are necessary. Many countries have legislated for, or their 

industries have voluntarily agreed to, a 1 fibre per ml standard. 

4. Industry considers that the dust level at work places must be regularly monitored. The workers 

concerned and their representatives should be kept advised of the results, as should factory 

doctors and official health inspectors. Medical surveillance of workers should be standard 

practice and smoking actively discouraged. 

5. Uses of asbestos in which adequate dust control cannot be achieved (such as spraying) must 

be abandoned. 

6. Industry is continuously striving to improve the quality of its products and is actively 

investigating and developing the application of alternative fibrous materials. In this connection, 

however, it is emphasised that such materials must meet three basic requirements: 

- they must present less hazard to health than asbestos; 

- they must offer equivalent technical performance characteristics; 

- they must be economically viable. 



7. Industry will always furnish proper information to the users of asbestos-containing products in 

order to ensure that they are used safely. 

8. For many years industry has supported medical and scientific research. Although much has been 

learnt since this Code was first issued in 1979, work still remains to be done. At that time the 

priority studies - which require close international collaboration between researchers - were 

listed as follows: 

- the epidemiology of asbestosis, lung cancer and mesothelioma; 

- the effects of tobacco and other carcinogenic co-factors; 

- the possible relationship between ingested asbestos and disease. 

Since -then, however, some of these priorities have been modified: 

- Further basic research into asbestosis is no longer a priority since considerable data are 

now available. However, further epidemiological study into asbestosis should indicate the 

effects of improvements in factory dust control over the last 20 years. 

- Lung cancer and mesothelioma associated with asbestos remain a major concern: 

dose-response relationships particularly need urgent clarification. 

- Further studies are needed on the long-term effects of low dust exposure (below 1 f/ml). 

- The possible relationship between ingested asbestos and disease has been the subject of 

exhaustive studies. No such relationship has been identified. 

- There is a need for further research into the bio!ogical effects of alternative fibres. 

9. In the present state of scientific knowledge, there is no evidence that the mining of asbestos or 

its manufacture into articles, nor the proper use of asbestos-containing products involves any 

health risks to the public at large. However, because of the level of public concern there is a 

need to define what level of asbestos fibre in the general atmosphere can be considered 

normal, bearing in mind that asbestos is a naturally-occurring substance. 



Asbestos International Associatior 

AUSTRIA 
Verein der Oesterre1ch1schen 
Faserzementfabrikanten, 
clo Etern1t-Werke Ludwig Hatschek, 
Postfach 50, 4840 Vocklabruck. 

Telephone: 07672125 01 
Telex: 0261608 or 0261500 

BENELUX 
(Belgium-Netherlands-Luxembourg) 
Benelux Asbestos Information Committee 
(CIAB/CVAB), 
Boite 32, Boulevard E. Jacqma1n 162, 
B 1000 Brussels. 

Telephone: (02) 218-6329 and 
(02) 219-2980 

Telex: 21 696 

CANADA 
Institute of Occupational & 
Environmental Health (Association), 
CAIC Suite 320. 
1130 Sherbrook Street West, Quebec, 
Montreal H3A 2M8. 
Telephone: (514)-844·3956 
Telex: 5560565 

Telephone: 566-90-06 
Telex: 172245 

CYPRUS 
Cyprus Asbestos Association, 
clo Cyprus Asbestos Mines Ltd., 
Am1andos. 

Telephone: 053-15-355 
Telex: 2083 

DENMARK 
Danish Asbestos Information Group, 
c/o Dansk Etern1t Fabr1k A/S, 
P.O. Box 763, DK-9100 Aalborg. 

Telephone: (8) 12 11 22 
Telex: 69724 

FINLAND 
Finnish Asbestos Information Group, 
clo Oy Partek Ab, Covering Materials, 
SF 08680, Mu1jala. 

Telephone: 35812 35222 
Telex: 1415 

FRANCE 
Assoc1at1on Franc;:a1se de l'Am1ante, 
10 Rue de la Pep1niere, 
75008Paris 

Telephone: 562.88.27 

GERMANY 
W1rtschaftsverband Asbestzement e. V., 
Postfach 110620, 1000 Berlin 11. 

Telephone: 030-3485-250 
Telex: 018-1640 

W1rtschaftsverband Asbest e.V., 
Hofheimer Strasse 21, 
6380 Bad Homburg 1. 

Telephone: 06172 301112 

GREECE 
Hellenic Asbestos & Asbestos Cement 
Assoc1at1on, 
8 Omirou Street, Athens (133). 

Telephone: 32 31 244 
Telex: 215871 

lNDlA 
Asbestos Information Centre, 
401 Padma Palace, 
86 Nehru Place, 
New Delhi-110 019. 

Telephone: 682568 

lRELAND 
Irish Asbestos Council, 
6 South Leinster Street, Dublin 2. 

Telephone: 01-763974 
Telex: 24281 and 25369 

IS RAEL 
Israeli Asbestos Users Association, 
P.O. Box 32, Nahariya 22100. 

Telephone: 04-924141 
Telex; 46294 

ITALY 
Centro Nazionale Amianto, 
Corso Europa 12, 
20122 Milan. 

Telephone: 0215456211-5456339 
Telex: 314237 

JAPAN 
AIA Committee, 
Japan Asbestos Assoc1at1on, 
8-10-7 Ginza. Chuo-ku, Tokyo. 

Telephone: 03-571-8509 

MEXICO 
Asociac1on Mex1cana de Fabricantes de 
Productos de Asbesto Cementa A.C., 
Paseo de la Reforma No. 30, 2 p1so, 
Mexico 1, D.F. 

Telephone: 566·90-06 
Telex: 172245 

NIGERIA 
Nigerian Asbestos Assoc1at1on, 
clo N1gerite Ltd .• PMB 21032, 
lkeja, Lagos State. 

Telephone: 900602 
Telex: 26243 

NORWAY 
Norwegian Asbestos Information Group, 
c/o C. Bagge's Asbestkompani AS, 
lndustrive1en 15, Postboks 146, 
2020 Skedsmokorset. 

Telephone: 02-746710 
Telex: 16278 

PORTUGAL 
Centro Portugues do Am1anto. 
Apartado 2436, 
1111 Llsboa codex. 

Member Associatior 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
South African Asbestos Producers 
Advisory Committee, 
P.O. Box 10505, 
Johannesburg 2000. 

Telephone: 3395458 
Telex: 422514 and 422420 

RIO DE LA PLATA 
(Argentina-Paraguay-Uruguay) 
Asoc1acion de Fabncantes de Fibrocemento. 
Libertad 836' -3° of 55. 
1012 Buenos Aires, Argentina 

SOUTH PACIFIC 
(Australia- Indonesia - Malaysia -
New Zealand·Singapore), 
South Pacific Asbestos. Assoc1at1on (SPAA). 
10th Floor, 
39·41 York Street. 
Sydney 2000, NSW, Australia. 
Telephone: 2327004 
Telex: 22467 

SPAIN 
Asoc1ac1on Espanola de Fabricantes 
de Productos de Amianto, 
Ma Diaz de Haro 38, 
Apartado 558, Bilbao (10). 

Telephone: 437 37 05 
Telex: 32125 

Asoc1ac1on de Fabricantes de 
Productos de Am1anto-Cemento, 
Rafael Calvo 18, Madrid (10). 

Telephone: 4197 488 
Telex: 44295 

SWEDEN 
Swedish Asbestos Information Group, 
Svenska Bromsbandsfabriken AB., 
880 20 Langsele. 

Telephone: 0620·217 50 
Telex: 6151 

SWITZERLAND 
Arbe1tskreis Asbest, 
clo Stiffler & Nater, 
Dufour Strasse 101, 8034 Zurich. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Asbestos Information Centre, 
Sackv1lle House, 40 Piccadilly, 
London W1V 9PA. 

Telephone: 01-439 9231/213 
Telex: 21120 ref. 2526 

U.S.A. 
Asbestos Information Assoc1at1on/NA, 
17 45 Jefferson Davis Highway. 
Crystal Square 4, Suite 509, 
Arlington, Virginia 22202. 
Telephone: (703) 979 1150 

Asbestos International Association 
68 Gloucester Place, 
London, England, W1H 3HL. 

Telephone: 01·486 3528 
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