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SUBJECT; Dr. Irving Selikeff, guest speaker befare the

York-Toronto T8 and RD Association and the
Department of Preventive fMadecinz, Univers
of Toronto - fMay 2nd and 3rd, 1973.

At the Medical Sciences 81dg., University of Toronto

ity

s Dr. I.J.

Selikoff dslivered on May 2nd at B:00 p.m. sn address on the

"Health Hazards of Asbestos" and on the next day at

9:350 a.m.

a2 lecture on the "Epidemiclogical Aspects of Asbestos Exposure”.

There was an attendance of some 80 ta S0 peaple for

the evening

session and a class of around 60 people for the morning lecture.
The names of the peaple related to the Canadian asbestns industiry
who attended these meetings are shown on the attached list. DOr,
R.W, Morgan, Department of Preventive Medicine, University .of

Toreonto, acted as chairman.

As egreed 2t a spécial meeting of QAMA directors held onm April 19
in Montreal, publicity material was distributed at the entrance

of thz meeting rooms, courtesy of the Association.
includad 2 copy of:

A

The packeagz

1. Asbestcs a2nd Your Hezlih (bluz foldar);
2. Report 2nd Recom=mendations of the Advisory

Commitize following the Lyon Conference;
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3, A press relezse on the major conclusions
of ths 2bove Advisory Committee; ] .

4, A news clipping from the Clobe and Mail of
April 30, 1973, in which Dr, J.E, Couwle
submits that press reports on diseases
resulting from exposure to asbestes have
been exaggsrated.

Everyone was given a set and some, as in the case of Union
representatives and University staff, asked for larga numbers’

of additional é0pies.

A) Health Hazards of Ashestos

In his usual self-confident, easy-going approach, Dr, Selikoff,
- seemingly delivering a well rehsarsed or oft-repeated talk,

first commented on the unigue value of the minerel asbestos,

its increasing production since the Second World War and the

o N large consumption in the U.S5.A. Through & series of slides
D " he reviewed early ogcurences of asbestasis and lung cancer

in England,_South Africa, U.S.A., etc.' -

Then flashing tables showing onset af hxposﬁre in verious age
groups of U.S. ashestos insulation workers, workers of.a textile
plant in U.S.A. and an asbestos-cement plant, Or. Selikoft
insisted on the number 20 {years) since onset of exposure as

a significant Figure for appearance of radiclogical sbnormality.
It wes startling to notice throughout the projecting of thess
tables, howaver, that one teble would refer to asbsstos insu-
lation workers, the next to asbestcs workers, this being
repeated several times for th: same group of worksrs, possibly
intendad to produce generalizing effect en the spectators by
oritting spacific refzrences.

sl 00858



-3 -

This was followed by variogus specific examples showing the
hazardous nature of asbestos. Attention was thus subtly
drawn to the danger of using taleum powder, of eating sugar
strained through asbestos, rice and chewing gum caated with
talc, drugs, beer and liquor filtered through ashestos,
weariﬁg coats made of asbestos meterial, using papier-miché
by children and asbestes pzper in the cannon rendering by
an orchestra of the 1812 Overture, etec. ete. ALY these
instances to impress on the avdience the pervasive nature
of asbsstos and the generalized contamination of the publie
st large, regardless of exposure.

Finally, DOr, SelikofFf appealed to the collabocration of
Indﬁstry, Government and Medical Research ip en effort to
Pind 2 soclution to ths ashbestos~-health problesm so that
"society, whigh needs asbestos, wgn't throw the baby out
with the bathwater", as he concluded.

Uithout diminishing Dr. Selikoff's expertise, I. Sabourin
pointed out emphaticslly that a distinction must be meds
betwesn the experience of the asbestos insulation workers

in U.5.A, and the asbestos mine and mill workers in Canada
and that soms of Or, Selikoff's clzims in his U.S. reseazch
studies are not justified by medical data published in Canada.
fioreover, improvement of im-plant dust control, it was empha-
sized, wos initiated and puyrsued for more than 35 years.

Or. Pelnar submitted that tha Canadian asbestas exposure wu2s
to pure chrysotile, whereas insulztion workers had baen
exposed to a mizture of various types af asbestos.

. A union offFiciagl, namad Stewsrt, rererred in sensational

cverton2s to, what hg plzined, o lack of caoaprretion on the

part of the ¢mplayer at the Port Unicn glont,
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Dr. J.E. Cowle simply asked Dr. Selikaff to confirm his
position suggesting that psople do not incur asbestosis unless
cccupationally exposed, and that lung cancer occurs more often
in peopls with asbestosis. Dr., Selikoff generélly agreed,

8) Enideéioloqual Aspects of Asbestos Exposure

In a classroom atmosphere, Dr. Selikoff delivered a technical
lecture with a professorial touch, again meking an sbundant
vse of slidas,

Referring to the approach and methad in conducting an
epidemiglogical study, Dr, Selikaff insisted repesatedly on
three essantial conditions, namely:

&) adequacy of sample (large cohort of workers);

b) locating and examining all members, if possible;

c) asspesing all circumstances, such as onset and
duration of exposure, detailed occupatianal
history, smoking habits, ete,

This was somewhat in contrast with his own apgroach in bhis
remarks of the previous evening, when, from random and often
rationalized examples and circumstances, he repeatedly draw
broad inferences and speculative predictions regarding persons
having been occupationally exposed to asbestos as wall as
regards exposure to minute amounts of asbestos in comounity
air as 3 hazard to ihe gensral putlic.

Again by means of a saries (slid2 presentatier) of tables,
X-rzy changes and vizws of lung sections, Or. Selikeff paintad
out a2nd toncluded that radiologizal evidencz of azsbistesis

ent lung cancar sppoarsd fregquuntly in in2ividuals examinzd
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showed very vividly the multiplicative effact of 2sbestos
exposure and cigarette smoking, pointing out that no case of
lung cancer had been found among the non-smoking "zsbestos
insulation workers,

Dr. Selikoff's lecture took most of the time allotted for

the session, which left only a few minutes far technical (sic)
questions to be posed, ©Or. Selikoff, we were told, hed to
catch a plane shortly after his talk.

On the whole, it would seem that Dr. Selikaff came out an top,
but that the position and the differing experience of the
Cafadian asbestos industry were clearly asserted and possibly
with a mitigating effect on some of Or. Selikoff's allegations.
Obviously the ideal confrontation would be with a gualified
medica) person with equal speaking ability and willing te
present the industry point of view.
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Messrs. ¢

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

ON _BeHALS OF

FHE CANADIAN ASBESTOS INDUSTRY

André Beguin-”
Jack Berry
S.K. Brigham
Ph. Casgrain
J.D. Christian
Marcel Dorais
. Jean Dupéré
P.A. Filteay

M.A. Cosselin

Dr. Roland Guy
J.R.ft, Hutcheson
K.V. Lindell
C.p. Loubert
T.5. Patterson
Dr. P. Pelnar
L.C. Pivze

I. Sabourin

F.J. Solon
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