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DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Met Life Correspondence RE Asbestos Dust &
Asbestosis at Raybestos-Manhattan North Charleston Plant
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- your Hr. Fehnel tes.iflisc. ¥e aIve

Dr. ¥%. J.rlééohnell Ass't, ¥edical Director
Industrial Health Séction, ’
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.,

Pt S}

Asbestos Dust et North Charleston Plant,

A7 As y71 'wow, oar plsnt st Uorth Churleston, as well
as the other Divisions, heve beea vorking with your Compeny for
a2 long time In the zcyuiriag of iofsrmuticn, medleal zrd other-
uise, regarding Asbonius Lust hazmras cnd Askentosis,

SE N .

i
e
te

n2 yOUu aTre avare,

zad ot the last trial,

£ 24 on y.ur Company to
present cartein Anrormariop that our =z =y, ¥-. Julian Mitchell,
of Cnarieston, S. C,, tesired, _nd we were 2t = stzndéstill to

kros whet to do end cursy on wita touze sults, for I again say we
hee cdeponded on your Compuny's assistince, MHatusslly, we were
very ~uch upsel lusl wock waen X, Jullerds reporicz that we

couid not expect any court sssistince fron your departzent, cdue

to orders you -had r-cecived Irros your tuperiors. '

A\

o .Ke bave had a ramber of
for which you he7e ssalsted oo te o
3

Ner v by
oo
2 I3 A

90

Be immedi.tely wanted Lo have you tzlie over the
situation with Mr. zitcihiell, te sce thot ke could o, azd vhen
they got 1n touch willh ud and assed uvhot I theognt «f sudbpoena-
ing dr. TFehrel, I told thom fromgly that it locked 1o ze as if
taat was the oy tnlizg de clund o, if we wors goinz o have the
help of Hr. Fehnel lun tuese perticularly iaportant coses, It mz2y
loox occ to you that this suppoens wes served, tut really there
%238 nothing else for us o do, inc I could not se= 2ny other way
Jut urzder the circumsicnccs, alter dre Hitohcll had polinted out
whal 1t was goirg to mcan to him to havs Hr, Pehnel taerz. I 22
hope you will talte tals ioto conmslicarztion and thut the essist-
uspce Of Hr. Fekpel wili o2 given us very cheerfuily,

-4ir o

I can recognizg the position 2f the irncurance goz-
£y 1n testifying in oriinzry ceces of this xind, but zs5 I sce
these particulur cases of ours at Charleston really come into

ps
it,
a diffcerent cetegory.

FIZ;; %e carried Comoensatiun srpd Heslth Insuraince with

-

your Company when these sults were [irst trougnt un at Charles-
ton, und of course, under the policiaes, we w2I's not covered ag=2inst
éezege suits for Asbestosis. 00403
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Trne Metropolitan Insurance Co., nor no other insur-nee
mpany in the United States, had any dota that wns worth very
‘ch on Asbe:ztos Pust or Asbestosis, and n-»urally your Coanany
muntec hewlth stetistics and information regnicing Asbestos Lust
cn toe lungs. Our Compzny wos nmore then willing to coorerate with
you, ot v¢ .1so induced Johns-¥anville to ca‘3=*ntc, snc your
Cozpany started with 2z Dust Survey of = mumesr 20 tie sopustos
 fplunts. When your _ppropriatian for Lols worr Pef Wity ¥ID Teest-
€2 thst 1t be carriec on unt'l & new rppronriation vowau 9@ snuured
¥ your Compeny, snd we did sc. Latsr on, we hired 2 man, Xr. binder,
ta wOr4 under your cortro-, but at the expense of Johns-idanviile z2nd
wreelves.

This 211 led us to belleve that under the conditions, we
would mave your ossistanes in trying these unfair suits, which would
eventuilly b2 » terefit to you, ard also have cons caruble bearing

-f

on the Dust ra:zsget, about »hico so muvh has been publishod lately.

I feel na 12 your Comnany has ot tadern into consicerziion ail thess

various factars when turning adwn our recuest for Mr. Fehnel®s pres-
cnce at the trials ir Crariesten  ir, Fehnel being the only san who

hes becn Tolliowlng wnsz detnlls a¥ tre Asbestas Dust through &ii 1its
various Ja,iiicuui‘r '

; Ratweraliv, &1 we eoiild have lored-rn the ztiitude the
Mztrozalitan Insguronee Lo.ts kendcal uvparrm'n would take at this
lute datz, we woula zave hirsd o oenecizlicl snd hie would have had
all the «.to wnich FiT Comnuny now nus, a1k .8 youu KDow, we have
spent large swune toon Chorseston Piant an ioenl one, with
your assisiance, -

I ¢ ot Belicove Lzt by X, F_hval testiiying at Char-
;esuon, It will cidabliszh o provedsnt; se it de hardly likely you
will =ave tnilz yne o Case come uy seqnin for sany years, znd I am
also curtzin At i35 very rLestIanble if rou will get the feome

saount of nssistones fiom any twe COMﬁdn*e t.ot you have been gel-
ting from Johms=Xanville =nt oursclves, and moreover, 1t was our
Intention to drow in otnear ssbestos comparies in tnis survey es
noon or the time voeo rignt to brine thom A, ene Lids wuuld neszn a
trosorames soourt of Intorsistlun on ACbentos Duel ond Asbesiosis in
the pessenuion of Lhe ¥etronolitan Insursnee Co., wad wouid bLe the
sn.y onzs in the Unltce States, =2 Lar o5 we know, heving this in-
Joranion,

13
‘nagh. Vice Preciuent of ithe detoopoliten Insursnce
o

: io HnV» hiw s & ﬁn a.DOihtMrnt uith Mr, Luke"
v SUur ﬁwn

u;l“ “xo

h
rnlorw

.crou'\& 5 'n, A ho)e ‘o Le dbLe_;u (u go nezt Tuesday.
4Lly, T oehall be avuy the Intter part ol iiis week.

Very truly yours,

Presicdent

00404



METROPOLITAN Lire INSURANCE COMPANY

T L Freorrick I ECKER, Prisinst
- ¢ New York City

-

\\'lLL,AM ”"CO’\NI‘LL hi.D.
M‘lll"ﬁﬁ’l Aicdical Directer . - - oc*’ober 28’ 1935

¥r. S. Simpson, Presicdent,
Regbestos-liznhziten, Ine.
Brispgeport, Coan,
Deer br. Si::pson: i

This will ecinavledge your letter of Octoder 1°.
I shell be very pleessé to see you Tuesdsy when you &re in Few Yorl.
I assure you thet errengementis had been mzde to essist your compeny
in the present litizatien.

Very truiy yours,

527 M,Z‘

ke onnell L.D
s<irtant s'edicel Dircetor
Director, Indusirial Heelth Section

R H h'.’.: 77
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Very touly yowrs
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