
F e b r u a r y  21, 1955

D r . A d r ie n  V e r  Br u ggh e n '
122 Sou th  M ich igan  A ven u e 
C h icago , I l l in o is

D e a r  D o c t o r  Q ru ggh en :

On look in g in to th e m a t t e r , fo llow in g o u r  co n v e r sa tio n  in  th e U n iv e r si t y  
C lu b  in  C h icago , 1 fin d  t h at  we (an d  ou r  a sso c ia t e s  in  C in cin n at i} h ave 
p u b lish e d  l i t t le  o r  n oth in g on  th e p r o b le m  o f le ad  p o iso n in g in  ch ild r en  
sin c e  1933, a t  w h ich  t im e  I pu t  t o ge t h e r  an  accu m u la t io n  o f d a t a  on  th e 
n o r m a l le a d  m e t a b o l ism  o f le ad  in  in fan cy  an d  ch ildh ood . D u r in g th at  
p e r io d , h o w ev e r , we h ave  den e q u it e  a b it  o f in v e stiga t iv e  v /e r k  on  c a se  
m a t e r ia l ,  o u r se lv e s b e in g la r g e ly  in  th e p o sit io n  of c o l la b o r a t o r s on 
th e d iagn o st ic  (m p r e  r e ce n t ly  on  th e t h e r ap e u t ic ) ap p r o ach  to th e p r o b le m . 
O u r  p r in c ip a l  con t r ib u t ion  h as b een  th at  o f th e ap plica t io n  o f sam p lin g an d  
a n a ly t ic a l  t ech n iq u es a s  m e an s o f in t e r p r e t in g th e sign i f ican ce  o f the 
e xp o su r e  to an d ab so r p t io n  o f le a d . T h e se  h av e  grown  ou t  o f o u r  exten ­
siv e  w or k  on  in d u st r ia l  le a d  p o iso n in g, it  s d ia g n osis an d  p r éven t ion . It  
i s  b e c a u se  o f t h e se  d e v e lo p m e n t s, n o dou bt , th at  the in c id en ce  o f le ad  
p o iso n in g am on g ch ild r en  in  C in c in n at i (as w ell a s  in  Ba l t im o r e ) a p p e a r s 
to  be m u ch  h igh e r  th an  i t  i s  in  m o st  c i t ie s ,  i .o .  th e d iagn o st ic  tech rdque, 
to w h ich  p e d ia t r ic ia n s h ave  b een  a le r t e d  in  t h is m ed ica l ce n t e r , i s  su ch  
t h a t  c a se  fin d in g, w h ile n ot  e n t ir e ly  c e r t a in , h as b een  g r e a t ly  im p r o v ed .
I sen d  you  a  l i s t  g iv in g th e n u m b e r s of c a se s  by  y ea r s ,  in  w h ich  it  is 
p o ssib le  to  se e  th e e ffe c t s o f  l a p se s of in t e r e st  (b ase d  cn  m o r e  co n cen t r a t ed  
at ten t ion  t o  se e m in g ly  m o r e  u r ge n t  m a t t e r s)  on  th e p ar t  o f the st a f fs of th e 
tw o p r in c ip a l  h o sp i t a ls to  w h ich  o u r  c a se s h ave co me . I h ave no doubt  th at  
th é ac t u a l flow  o f c a se s  o v e r  the l a s t  f i f t e e n  o r  tw en ty  y e a r s h as u n d ergon e 
bu t  l i t t le  ch an ge . I cou ld  b e  w ron g in  t h is, bu t  I h a r d ly  th in k  so .

I can n ot  sen d  you  th e r e p r in t s o f th e a r t i c le s  w h ich  m ay  b e o f in t e r e st  to 
you  in  t h is con n ect ion , bu t  I  c i t e  th e r e fe r e n c e s on  th e a t t ach e d  sh e e t . I 
h ave  in d u ced  th e p eo p le  a t  th e C h ild r e n ’s an d  th e Cin c in n at i G e n e r a l 
h o sp i t a ls to b egin  to ge t  t h e ir  d a t a  t o ge t h e r  so  n s to  p u b lish  a  se r i e s  of 
a r t i c l e s  on  t h e ir  c a se s .  T h is, I  h ope, w il l  b e  don e in  th e n e a r  fu t u r e . 
M ean w h ile  I  can  g iv e  you  th e f ig u r e s w h ich  Sam  Tr u fan t  gav e  m e  a  few  d ay s 
a g o , w h ich  b e a r  on  th e m a t t e r  w h ich  w e tou ch ed  on  in  C h icago . T h e se  a lso  
a r e  l is t e d  in  t ab u la r  fo r m  on  th e a t t ach e d  sh e e t . I can  a lso  sa y  th at  
th e gr o u p  h e r e  i s  o f th e o p in io n ,t en t a t iv e ly , th at  th e u se  o f d iso d iu m  ca lc iu m
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e th v le 'P ed iam in e te t r aaee t ic  ac id  (o ff ic ia l ly  known  a s  ed ath am ii car c iu m -  
d iso d iu m ), h as b ean  m o r e  b e n e fic ia l  ill t h e se  c a se s th an  h as an y  o th er  
m eth od  c f t h e r ap y  envoi ey ed . O b v iou sly  th e c a r e fu l exam in at io n  o f th e 
d ata fr o m  a  se r i e s  oi c a se s  w ill b e  of m u ch  m o r e  v alu e  t itan  t h e se  

im o r e  s s io n s. .

I r e g r e t  th at  ou r  in fo r m at io n  is  n ot  in  b e t t e r  io r rn , but su ch  a s  it  i s ,  I 

sen d  i t . .

D r , A d r ien  V er  Br u ggh e n  - (2) -  F e b r u a r y  21 , 1955 ,

C o r d ia l ly  y o u r s.

R o b e r t  A . Keh oe, Ivi. D .
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DATA ON CA SES O F PO ISO NING (CH ILD REN )

C a se s

C a se s in vo lv in g sm r gica l d e -  R e su l t
C om p y  fí ~FÁ  í*'7!

C a se s n ot  in vo lv in g 
su r g ic a l  d e c o m p r e ssio n

2
1
5
3

F a v o r a b le  ou tcom e 3
Som e b en e fit
No b en e fit  5
N u m b er  o f c a se s  S

oôVCxC 31

F  avo radale ou t  som e 0
Som e b en e fit 2
No b en e fit 3
N u m b er  of c a se s 5

N ote: The sad  co t  of r e su l t s ,  e sp e c ia l ly  in  th e m o re  se v e r e ^ c a se s, 
con v in ced  th e n e u r o su r ge o n s th at  t h e ir  t h e r ap e u t ic  in t e r ven t ion  w as 
e sse n t ia l ly  fu t i le , an d  th e p r o c e d u r e  h as been  ab and on ed .

KE 0019915
N20054.01



R e fe r e n c e s

On th e N or m al Ab-sorp t ion  an d  E x c r e t io n  of Le a d  IV . Le ad  A b so r p t io n  
an d  E xc r e t io n  in '.ïn fan ts an d C h ild r en ; Jo u r n a l  o f in d u st r ia l  H ygien e ih d  
301, 1933.

(See th e o th er  a r t i c le s  in  t h is se r i e s  {p age  25 th rou gh  340) fo r  so u r c e s Of 
le a d  ab so r p t io n , am ou n ts in  n o r m a l t i ssu e s ,  e t c . L at e r  a r t i c le s  g iv e  m e r e  
in fo r m at io n  on  ad u lt s bu t  h ot  on  ch ild r e n . )
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