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Have you solved the problem of dioxin contamination of OCP?

-As we discussed last week, we've made some changes in our OCP process.

Based_on one sample analyzed by our lab in Dayton, we could detect no
TCDD in the chemical intermediate called OCP.

Does that mean you are no longer shipping the bad material and now
make a pure version? How will you destroy your bad material?

The trace levels of TCDD are no health hazard. We've continued to ship
OCP with contamination of TCDD because our customers chlorinated the
product further to make PCP; no batches are being destroyed.

What have you done to the process -to clean it up?

Previously we ‘used caustic soda in the distillation process to prevent
corrosion of the production equipment. We've been experimenting with
using no caustic soda. That's how we got the no-TCDD analysis. We're

now trying to see if we can run the process without the caustic.

You said TCDDs were no health hazard? Why-did you clean up your -
process if the TCDDs are no health hazard?

Reviewed situation from position paper.

(Attached is a recent Chemical Week article on Sturgeon).

" Reviewed above with Associated Press.
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et s found In
cleanye workers Bisod

Twea professions! deanud workers who
halped mop up a 20,606-gzl spill of
orikechiorephone! in Sturgeon, Ko, ey
dinoary have leea found fo have low
levels of 1enw {2,3,1.6-letcacklorodiben.
zo-prre-dioxin) in thelr blood, aecording
ta the Ravirciheniel Pretection Agen-
cy. The highly (ozie dioxinw-ga contemi-
nanl. of orihosehlorephenol—has sa far

" cavsed no adverse health effects in'tha

workers. .

‘The orthochlorophenal was cn route
from Honasanto {0 a costomer on Jono-
ary 10 whan the Norfelk & Westers tank
car carrving it derailed in Sturgeon,
“Quile a elond of ohrixioue o’ was

* raleassd, B0A says, and forced lemporary

evacustion of mogl of Sturgsan’s A9
restdents. Cleansp workers from West-
arit Environmental Aervices (Portdand,

- Qra)ehived by the railrosd—arerivad

the rame day o contain the orthorhloro-
pheno) and evenluzlly remove the con-
taminated =4l from over & mile of
trackbed. Although “Western Tavicon-

‘menial epppiied fall protective eguip-

ment for a)) employass” according fa

M&W, five -of the men aubecequentl

. asted ehowad traces of orthoshlorophe.

no! in their urine, Honennte later noti-

fied B4 that itz orthorhlurophenol ship- - -

mént conlained 37 parts per hitlion of
7epD, eithough (he company said it was -
not possible 1o datarmine whether the
dioxin was the highly toxic 2,3,7,8 isemer
of 7eon. (kéa's ownt labsr analyaiz of e

{ orihe from revevnl laboratories con-

firmed {he pressnce of the 2875 700D
ipomer, afficials report.) The live works
ers conteminaled with orthochlurojhe.
ol were then lesled for cioxin,

Une worker who roporiedly dizre-
garded sefoly procodurew and lef his
hands canse In cantact with the ortke-
chlorophenat hes spmroxinmately 37 purta
per trillion of 28,75 1oL in kis blead,
Another warkur hay 7 paris
per trillion and NAW paps it desen’t

- Kuow how he coald have been contant-

naled, Westera Environmanlal decliscd
comament, Vecaune human dipxdn om-
famination §2 ravely reported in seiens
fific Bteralurs, uia officinds are unsure
whether the workers' levata ave cause for
cengesn, “We don't kmow if Lhey're high
or Jow, but 1 would geesa theres no
loxicotagien) signifieanes,” said Dr. Jo-
reph Baiftir, un ¥P4 physician, espeainlig
hivaure there hovs bien no sdver

health effects thus fer. Dol the woreers



