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EPA Will Propose |

Banon Asbestos Use

In Some Products

By Rosgxr E. Tari
Sinff Reporter of Tam Wary Stneer JounMat

WASHINGTON — The Environmental
Frotection Agency today plans to propose
phesing out the use of asbestos in several
products, almost a year after the agency
reversed ltself and shelved a simllar
move,

The proposal ealle for an humediate
Yon, on the rancer-cabsing substance o
chitlung, rooling felt, Goormg el feit
backed vinyl sheet fiooring, vinyl asbestos
fioor tile, gcement pipe and fittings, accord-
ing 10 one zgency official, Another oificial

said the proposal calls for constdering re-
srictione on gther uses in flve 10 48

rs,

In apother eontroversial policy rever-
sal, the agency scrapped a proposal fo ban
the frull ripener daminozide. Instead, it
called for modest restrictions on its use

. and further studies on exposure and toxic:

iy, The agency acceded 1o ji5 Bolener Ad-
‘wisery Board's conthusion that studles link-
thg (he chemical W cancer are scisntift
rally unreilable.

Daminozide, marketed under the trade
pame Alar, Is used o8 3% of all apples
produced in the UB. as well as on other
foods such as grapes, wimatoes and pea-
wels. Its sole producer 5 Unlroyal Inc's
Unlroval Chemicsd Cn. subsidiary,

A Uniroyal Chemical spokesman sald
the company was “pleased” with the
EPA’s deciston, adding, “We continue 1o
believe fimly in the safely of our prod
wet”

Top agency officials said they hope the
ong-awalled move againgt asbestos, one of
the most polent and clearly proven causes
of cancer, will belp the agency regam
some public confidence, But its cntics
complain that the delay already has been
imojierably long and that they may seeX a
plan that is stronger or would phase out
the substance's use more quickly.

The EPA in 1978 began considering the
phasing out of ashestos use. In mid-188%,
EPA officials decided to propose baandng
certalin products—Including most of those
bemg reproposed {oday—and phasing out
asbestos mining and bnports, But Reagon
admmistration budgel office officials, who
review regulatory proposals, opposed the
tule and urged ihe EPA to lef ofher apen-
cles vonsider action on asbesies,

Last Feb 1, the EPA's deputy adsminis-
trator, James Barnes, announced that fed:
eral faw requiess the EPA to sefer ques
tions about asbeslos regwlation to two
other federal agencies with related quthor-
ity. But aiter this sparked an angry pro-
1est, the agency quickly reversed that legal

phase out the substance.

On daminozide, the EPA oblained Uni-
royal’s consent to put a label on e prod-
uet restricting its application rate in most
instances o three pounds per aere from

the current four, and lowering the allow- |

able residue on food products 1o 20 parts
per million from the current 30,

‘The company alse agreed to caution
against daminozide's use ou apples for ap.

. plesauce. And baby-food manufacturers

have agreed 1o Hmil the use of products
treated with Uwe chemical, EPA officials
said these changes and a correction of
previous overestimates of exposnre will re-
duce estimated human exposure by 85%,
The Natura} Resources Defense Coun-
¢il, an envirolmental group, charged Yie
EPA with “shirking its responciblilly to
provide a safe food supply.”” Lawrie Moti,
a sclentst with the group, advocated a ban
ol the chemical, which 15 absorbed by

plants 2ad can’t be reoved by washing or |

peeling, She called the caulion against
processars’ use of treated frufl “unenforce-
able,” and sald the applicalion curbs won't

. reduce §ts use much,

EPA officials promised to consider the
need {or further curbs on daminozlde as

. soin as Usireypl completes studjes of can-

3

cer risks from i and a byproduct known ¥s
UMDH, Unituyal alse will study the cheml-
cal's residues in raw and processed food
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WASHINGTON — The U.S. En-
virenmental Protection Apency
{EPA) will propose a total ban on the
wmport of Canadign asbestos today,
b ageney officials said yesterday,
13__The.han is pard of 3 pa
proposed yneasures gimed at banish-
g ihe mining and use.of ashestog
L= HiCh has been linked 1o lung can-
11per and respratory illnesses — In
he 18 e 3. 10-year pemod..

EPA head Lee M. Thomas will dis-
- hlose detatied proposals st & sched-

led 10 2am. news conference teday.
. All asbestos irnported to the US,
£ ¢ worth $55 million US. in 1985 —

{icials zcknowledped, {hough they

did not entertain questions on the ce-

onomic impact on the province,
News of the proposed ban sur-

>,

now comes from Quebee, the US. o

ban scught in U.S.

prised Ronald Poupart, an aide Lo
Premier Robert Bourassa, Boyrassa,
en route to Montreal last night, was
not avaikable for comment.

Canadian Embassy officials in
Washington also seemed surprised
by the move.

Faul Lalleur, trade counsellor for
melals and minerals, said the U.8.
“has been inching that way,”" but
added he had not known the action
was irpminent,

Lafleur would not er could nnt
give even the roughest estimate of
how many of Quebee’s 2,600 to 3500
ashestos jobs will be lost if Washing
{on implements the han,

The proposals will have 1o go
through a public review that could
take up to two years to complete.

News of the EPA’s proposed ban
camne as no surprise to Plerre Cou.

tombe, an adviser to federal Mines
Minister Hob Layton.

If the U.5. tmiposes a lotal ban on
asbestos products, it could have
bag influence™ on other countries
whieh might follow suit, Coulombe
said.

This, Coulombe said, would de-
stroy Canada's efforts to convince
the world that asbestos can be used
safely as Jong as there is no more
than one asbestos {ibre per cubic
centimnetre of air,

-Cunada I8 the world's Jargest us.
bestos exporier, U solg 95 per cent of
its total asbestos {ibre production,
worth $260 miltion 1U,S.) in 1964, 40
countries other thun the US

Canada agrees with a han on the
use of ashostos in tegtiles, Coulombe
said. but not in brakes, cement pipes
ar insulation boards,
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‘asbestos ban

raises ire of Quebec, Ottawa

BY GRAHAM FRASER oo ars shynlgtol entire Onturig minong Ininry ™ - i
oG o Ml %bmw ushrsiuy ca'nlgcrgscgo:;}‘&?s{ Fue seport cancluded thal s,
oucHes - Mt. Loyton Hd reporters, “Tnis fs S50 tires are not bizapious in food, .

uebne will mount 8 vigorous
Jobbying tompaign on behalf of tha
nshoestos industry, Reymond Savoie,
Quebee's mintater vesponsibls foe
mines, sald yesierdny,
fheacting o A roeommengation
yuswerday by yhe WS, Envuonmen.
i Proriion Agenny thal the
importing of Connding axbostoy be
botmd a5 purt of 8 HByear plan tu
slimiate the mining amd use of
fvbostes, Mr. Sovoie salds PWs
have 1o sensradiot the dechyion,
»We'll stund up &0d tell the EPA
Jiney're msinfutmed. We have 16
reuch; wi have 1o react srongly,
W have 10 say n6,’"
*in Oitaws, Mines Minlsier Robert
» Layton promised thot his depart.
ment will devite sl ita reacurees to
fobbying At the import ban, He

what gives me the conviction ket i G0Wking water aod ather boverag.

WE GOk B GPPOTIUNNY 16 presest dur
RERUTIUNG Wo ean win the case for
Babestos,”

Mr. Savees sald that siney Quobet

hius Inteotluced new healih ang safe.  SiRtiction hotween Cm‘-"dﬂgﬁo, ?3'
sabd o

< ty peguintions, the duhpers nvesived

I worksgt wilh usbesios huve boan
chminated,
e ponted W three studies, i

cuding the repurt of Onane's gggbg?gysmilcw-bcxm i mioed in

Rogmi C satop on A .
ubiHishod i W, 0 show tiat oy
estim con be uned salely in a cone
trofied environmunt,
The Ontarlu royol commisalon,
peaded by Sicfan Duprd, was estab.
Hshed in 1950 alter tha dinnovery

that workers ay the JohnsManvifie SWIYsslile esbustis “apnet be |

Cannda Inc plant in Scarborsugh
were dying of asbestosis,
With a deatk toll of 68 workurs,

o8, ot rocugmmended Hint 1he ban

vt uxbesios fhers i the production )

of beer, vwine and Niquar be ed,
However, the report mude o tlerr

amasite | ashestas, which
sheuid be “prohibited idolinely,™
ant chrysotile ssbestos, d

s

&

5

An aide w My, Suvise xmd thet ..,

i

The sdpart st that exposure ta
shrysolile anbevion In mining, il o
iy

g Bad monufacturing wpoeriliony
fubin Pwoll wibhn tht Dutods of 8
sucilly s¢oeptelide industing) s
[ut  iextile  muanuliclunsng with

eondontd”™ ang “should be banned™

untst it gouid he guaranteed thatihe |,

rink was no greater thin in geoeral

LR e e R R R T T Tprer e PP

plars {0 wmoet Indosiry, wnlon and chrysoitie manuiscivring,
municipal oilicinis today 1o co-0rdi.

ke Cenndis’s responss, -

i pk 3
gg;ﬁf’&.%gcz:%ézdm‘;mmdgﬁgg Quebee oxtratly W0 ong of *~

3 pshestos  anpually, and  expurts
from jwmm,*a'l diznase then the hetween 18 and 28‘;7&:: cint of iy

priduetion e bt gibuat $90.ooiftion
WOTIR - 10 the Unlied Stuten, Some
2060 pueple are omployed in the
- industry,
“ P Mr. Sovelr saigd the problem s
e peorely e Jous of 15 pur cont of 7.
Quehue's markel, “Thel's not the &
+ prablem. Rathos, 1 e that this W
gty decision  unfaveruble 30
T unhioaton,? .,
fte nunt tewill be warkmg: closely -
with Mr, Llayion W eodrdinate 6,
fubbylog strateny, snd Quubee wil] ¢ ¢
wiieng  the. infomutional  Labor
Osganlration coplfotonce on pshes. 10070
s jos i Guneve in June, I thul cune o 1
+ foronce fukes b nopaiiva decsniun un
the uss uf bsbestus, “we're In trou. 577
ble*
The Quobec dirociar of the Unlied 27
_ Sigetworkers of Ametica sold youo
wrday thay 3500 workers ih Cuchee
il tose Sheir jubs I the Q.S Gove
’ ©Rmmnnt accemi the EPA rucems
mendating und excladey Canuding |
. © undRaios,
<41 shoy ban ushesiug, f wounld e
tervible for the workers in Gostee, # >
Clement Godbout suid, *Theee are -
3000 jobs at sinke m b nubeston
M inau’:;xry. and they're &l n Quee ¢
£,

.
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»
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Several thousand asbhedos weel.
218 30 e repon hive plready lost
their jobs over the past detade,
< especially since (he sirgrnl way
< finked to Jung Rancer, In Wanhing.
tun, Cenndury  Embawsy  offitid
Paul Lafiear calied the EPA dect
gion disappoiating, and repeated the
Governrent's view thal dsbestos 1
. , hot éi fiealin havard i it i properly
< uzsad.
o He said the Intusiyy, backed by
« the Guvernml, will inc the axt
’ Pour —— eyihmated by (he KPA eatlie
fime beforg the proposal inkex efe
Tt~ {0 Mk presedutions wibs
United States opposing the ban,

P ————

sy P e v A v —

B U v

E—

b
(&%)
[Vb]
o
w

HAR 00017219



Sk

NPT TR A T

e

PPN

. o= TR e e Coian e BaAl oxis b 38R Tkt L6 G EER B L % SN

- By BARBARA SERRANQ
o The Stockion Record

e

¥

A move by the Environmental
Protection Agency to phase out
nearly all asbestos producis in
the next 10 years is noble but
cannot. be easily accompiished
in Stockton, local business lead-
ers and public officials said

_ Thursday.

Stockton has one of the last

* remaining plants that produces

asbestos cement pipes and filt-

. ings, and school officials are

P

still in the process of removing
the substance from classrooms
and administration buildings.
The JM Manufactering plant
in Stockion expressed concern

- for croploytes but was ot
- alarmed by the threat of discon-

tinuing asbestos in pipe produc-

- tion.

“They've been lalking abowt
banning it for 2 long time,” said
JM spokesman Rex Sides

The production of asbestos.
tined pipes already has begome
secondary to that of plastic

pipes at the plant. Asbestos-
lined pipes are primarily sold to
contractors and municipalities
for water mains,

Sides said owners bought the
plant in January 1983 when the
Johns-Mansville Corp. filed for
bankruptcy because ol suits
from former employees who
said exposure to asbestos had
caused lung cancer.

Jerry Brown, owner of Jerry
Brown Co., a contracting firm
that specializes in the removal
of asbestos, said it “would take
at least 20 contraclors and 100
years to remove it all” from
Stockton.

Brown sald he believes the
latest EPA crackdown on asbes-
tos will eventually force govern-
ment ollicials to remove the
substance from all public build-
ings. )

“City and county buildings
have some real problems with
asbestos,” he said.

William Russell, chiel of main-
tenance and operatinns  for

Stockton Unified School Dis-

. Ashestos ban draws local skepticism P

trict, hailed the EPA proposal,
saying “they-should have done
it back in 1936" when asbestos
was first introduced.

SUSD_expects to have all haz-
ardous forms of fibrous ashes-
tos in classroom and hallway
ceilings removed by the end of |
March. The next step, said Rus-
seil, will involve replacing
asbestos-lined boiler pipelines
and boilers.

“The only problem is that jt
takes a jot of money,” he said.
“But based on what we're daing,
the schools are going to be the
safest placa to be.”

Tracy banned the luture use
ol asbestos-lined pipes for
water mains last summer when
a resident raised coacemns
aboul salety.

. Tom Dosh, municipal utilities
director for Stockton, said no

such discussion has been
prompied bere,
“We stitf put in asbestos

pipes. It's a standard through-
out the ¢ity,” said Dosh.
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By JENNIFER ROBINSON
sad MWARIAN SCOTT
. of The Gazelin

QUEBEC — The Quebee govern-
meot wl fight 2 proposed US. ban
on Canadian asbestos to try to bead
off what could be the killing blow to
ihe rouhlad industry, Mices Minis-
ter Raymond Savers sald yesterday,

The US. Envirvamental Protece
tico Agzocy (EPA) called yesterday
for aaaval 1oper-cent cuts in ashes-
{os imports from Canada for 10
years until they are aliminated.

Carada is tha sole foreiga supplier
of ashostos o the U8,

Savole said he wants to organize 3
Johby with federal Mines Minister
Robert Layton, nojons and asbestos

PROVING
Quebeg fo fight ‘catasirophle’ U.S. asbe

gompanies fo fight the EPA plan.
He plang {o mest with nuons and
compsnies next week fo Thetlord
Mipes to discuss the problam.
Savaie old the EPA annousces
ment cameasa surprise “kick in the

“B woold eliminate the indestry,”
$4id Roch Fréchette, mayor of the
iown of Ashestos and charman of 2
sommitte 16 promota the fodustry.

*I's a eatastrophie decisios for
the whote asdestos region™

“We'te goiaf to mount 3 very
sfrorg 10bYY ded fight i Bhe orazy.”
suid Peter Kyle, prastdent of the
Quebec Ashestos Blinng Assacla-

1
“Toelr approach Is unrealistic snd
mczﬁad{o%."

The federal mines minister is
planaieg to meat industry reprasens
fatives 10 Moatreal todag fo diseuss
wags o combal the US proposal.

“We are shrolutely convinced that
asbestes can be used safely,” Lagtou
told reporters in Ottawa. “This &
what gives me the coaviction that U
w2 gel an oppertonity (0 presedd o
srgumests, we tan win the case for

asbesios) -

Lee Thomas, bead of the BPA, told
2 Washinglon pews conferance e s
ceavinced thete ks to sale Jevel af
exposere 1o axdastes, which has foog
baen tinked to lang cancer aod ether
respiratory aitments.

Savoie sald the “EPA was wrong™
- ashastos can be used salely i
proper stacdards ars used. He said

restricted exposura fo 1mall quantl-
ties of airbarse ashagtos hbres has
been Fond iy independent research
0 posa tivtle dasger.

Thomas told veparters R probadly
will take & year belore the proposal
becosies jaw because (here {8 &
fengthy review process.

The EPA bas progesed the baa as
part of 3 package of messures to
eliminste asbestos-raiated heallh
visks, including respiraiery discsse
and cancer.

ol white Washingies &s tying to
safepuard bealth, Quebec and Otte-
wawill e fighting Lo kaep the fodus.
try alive 2ad 10 Save 20 estunatad 2.+
400 1o 3,500 industry related jobs,
Most nf those jobs are i the That-
ford Bines area, alvesdy bard Bt by

TRy
LIRS

eould kit the icdustey,

drastic drops In demand for ashestos
Hibre because of the baalth hazacds
Yinked fo ft. N .
Savole sald be was afraid the EPA
Ban, if it comes {nte effect, will give
ashestos a repulation worse thag it
:gcady bas, spreading 10 other conne
fes.
“The P4 decislon, I It spreads,
2 he said,
Savaie sald Quebee will “be to big

trouble” if @ Uaited Nations laber or- -

gauization besed in Cencva also daw
gidas i Jupe in {aver of basning as~
bastos i e workplace,

The Interaationst Labor Office,
the adasinisteative ody of the 145
member-country Internstiona}
Labor Organization (ILO), 2ims to
promete social justive, employment

PR s L e L R
R R A e

~ &%, -
SIKOIS!

Ce

oan

2nd improve labor canditions aod
living standards

Savate said Quebee will sllend the
srrzeling o drgus 2gamst danslag as-
bestos.

Quebae producers sell 646,000
tons of raw ashestos Rdre 3 yeoc,
About 16 per cent ol that, worth
aboul $56 million, Issold tothe US

Quebee produces abiont 85 per cent
of Canada’s ashestos. blost sifex are
$s develuping countries.

91

(A

Fow Quebse indusicies maoulse

ture goods from asbastos fibre. The
Farti Québéeols government, shick
nationalized parls of the industry,
tad plans {o create secondary indus-
iry to produce asbestos tiies ang
ather hollding materials,

. Those ploas did not materklivs,

.
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