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Said Ryan: “FDA -secms more concerned
abowt Ui hoage of American industry than
the  lovel o allvlic knowledge of tho
wholesomencss of ils food."

Itatied on the Juno finding. one of the *'poaitive steps”
DA I8 Ghing 18 & high priority survey of 13 food
catepoi loa packaged in recycled cardboard containing
1'CI, Food pavkaging i a major use of rocycled paper,
wilch the Guvernment has entouraged to roduce waste,

FDA acknowledged Jaat wock that the FCB discovery
oould apath u conilict belween enviromiaental and public
hoalts gonls, dike the recent polley reversal over
phosphate deiergents.

The fovd-indditive order for pulp from reciaimed fiber

-ohibits thesalvage of uned paper and paperbonrd which
henrs or conluing 8ny poisonous or deleterious substance
for fond packaging material.

Depending on the extent of food contamnation In its
aurvey tutinched Sept. 8, FDA may resirict the use of
recicled pager containing PCH for food packaging or set
rch (uh]vlnm for puperboard and food producis.

In the arca of “positive steps” so far, FDA said Mon-

Jpantg_Chemicat Co., the nation's only producer of PCH,
intg S hemieas, = -
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' ‘IfDA Rejects
Ban on PCB

By JOAN KRAMER

WASHINGTON (FNS) — Food & Drug
Conunissioner Charles Edwards Jast weck
rejected an outright ban on the industrial
chemical PCB. He sald "positive teps,” nol
“scare headlines,” are the way to deal with its
potential danger Lo public health.

"‘T'ubllc confusion has created public alarm
and a fecling of still another crisis in the food
supply,” he told a news conference. “I know
the confusion is unnecessary and | believe the
alarm is greater than the facts will justify.”

Rep. Willlam F. Ryan (D., N.Y.), Who in-
troduced the bill to ban distribution of PCB in
interstnie commerce, promptly replicd: "1
agree thal scare headlincs are not the answer
= what is needed is preventive action and full

¢ of any food by the

Ryan referred (o an FDA finding Jast June
that FCB in recycled-cardboard food con-
tainers had been migvating in unacceptably
high levels to some {oods. FDA alerted the
Grucery Manufacturers of America and the
American Paper Inslitute to this problem
Sept. 14, but did not make the facts public until
last Monday.

See FDA, Page

7]
—————— M

has promiscd to siop selling it to food and feod procussin
fants. In sdillon, Nationn! Cash Register discontinue

s uro In “carbonless’ carbon paper, the primary PCB
source in recycled paper, last june.

However, FIA roveuled a furllier complicaton
know that Ihete chemicals have important flame-
resistant proph ries and, properly used, directly assist
Government and industry in grolntlng the consumer
against five,”" declared Fdwards.

In terting made public last week, FDA said ithad found
Jow-Jevel PCH resldues [n 479 of 15,000 raw agrivultural
commodities sumples over the 1ast 22 months. Mast of
theso were fish. A further markel-basket survey turned up
PCB Ievels runging from a trace 1o 0.3 part per million in
220f 720 sumple enleen were meat, fish and poultry.

Tho agency hus set “‘action levels' for PCB at 8 FPM in
fish and pouttry, 0.3 PPM for egas und 0.2 PPM for inilk.

Inthe Junesurvey, FDA found 0.4 PPPM of PCB in cereal

ucts, When the individual componeuts of the survey
were tested, ¥'DA traced the residucs to shredded wheat
biseuits (up to 26 PPAD) and subsequently to shredded
wheat packaging.

1 was a1 er learned that the packaging firm used about
# per cent recycled paper to manufaciwre Bavrrbonrd
containcrs. Tho frm’s paperboard showed PCB levels
ranging from 1.7 to 433 PPM. ~

e FDA Head, Bars PCB Ban, Asks 'Positive Steps’

Analysis nf 2 pacha
paperboard uncovered PCH in nine samplee. Corn me:s
spaghetti dinner, grits, mized haby ceral, noodle dinn
and pancake nuix contained 0.1 to 3 PPM.

“We arc not aware of any foyds contaminateil
n?nlllcn(nlh‘els on a rogular and consistent besin. 17
alood were identificd, & much lower action level would !
taken 1o prevent unwarranted long t61 eapasares ¢
sald Dr. Alhert Kolbye, Jr., deputly dicector, 1'DA hure:
of foods. . .

Foad categories being checked inclide crachers, bre:
crumbs #nd related products: mararoni and e
pretzels, chips and specialty Rewe: read

reakfasl coreals: prepared mixes including cabe
pancakes and biscuits; dried mik, amd dricd o,
products.

Aiso: Dricd desseris and pudding mixes, inchnli
wnflavored gelating infant cereuls; cookies, ref ah
wnbaked specialties; rice, oatmeal snd farina, chuiul.y
and cocoa products: grated cheese and cheese procunt
dried feuits and frozes fruit Jrices.

r. Edwurds concluded: *We will have as 1o
questions asanswers, We know that PCB i3 8 pol e v
not an immediaichealth hazard But we do not ki
Iru:’;rlcrm cxposure (o PCEB mipht alfect hunan hewlt
and we cannol explaln its incunsistent prescnce in !
anvironment.” Pt P y

d-fuod samples usiag e firn
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