
March 26, 1940

C o n fid e n t ia l

Mr* J .  A. C o st e l lo  
Tainpa Ter race H otel 
Tampa 
F lo r id a

Dear Mr* C o st e l lo :

Thanks very  much fo r  th e
a d d it io n a l  in fo rm at ion  vh ich  you su p p l ie d  to n e th rounh 
D r .Sch r ad in , and which you fo llow ed  up w ith  your l et t e r  
o f March 25th *

I  have n ot con sid er ed  i t
n ecessar y  to  m od ify  my i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  by  th e in c lu sio n  
o f t h is in form a t io n . The f a c t s ,a s  th ey h ave been  assem bled  
in  r e la t io n  t o ^ H H H flp  se r v e  q u it e  ad eq u ate ly , I  b e lie v e , 
fo r  th e in t e r p r e t a ^ R n o f  the death  o f Harvey Ben n et t as 
w e ll . N ever th e less I  see no r eason  a t  t h is t im e to  m od ify  
the r e p o r t  to  th e Orange St a t e  O il Company sin ce  you can  
p r esen t  th e fa c t s  to  them, and sin ce  th e con c lu sions to  be 
drawn seem fa i r l y  ob v iou s*

I  th in k  any ac t io n  which we
migh t t ak e  in  r e fe r e n ce  t o woul d- depend 
la r g e ly  upon th e a t t i t u d e  t a f f l fW ^ ^ p r e se n t a t i v e s o f 
th e Orange St a t e  O il Company. In  my op in ion  no u se ful  
pu rpose would be se r ved  by making a d d i t io n a l  t r o u b le  over  
t h is c a se , p rov id ed  th e Orange St a t e  O il p eop le  h ave th e 
r igh t  a t t i t u d e  and are w i l l in g  to  do vh at can  be don e, I  
w i l l  take no a c t io n , t h e r e fo r e , pen din g the r e c e ip t o f a 
r e p o r t  from them as to what th ey h ave done in  t h is  in st an ce . 
In  my op in ion  th ey sh ou ld  In v e st iga t e  t h is m at te r  th orou gh ly , 
sh ou ld  e s t a b l i sh  th e  fa c t s  w ith  r e fe r e n ce  to  t h is man’s 
fam ily  and t h e i r  c ir cu m stan ces, and sh ou ld  do everyth in g 
in  t h e ir  power to  o f fse t  th e r e su l t s  o f t h is u n fo r tu n ato  
acc id e n t . I f  th ey  are w i l l in g  to tak e such  a c t io n , wh ich 
i s  a l l  t h a t  can  be done, I  sh ou ld  fe e l  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n oth in g 
rem ain in g fo r  me to  do. I f  th ey sh ou ld  n ot  take t h is a c t io n , 
I  sh a l l  r e se r v e  th e r igh t  to I n i t i a t e  in v e st ig a t io n on our 
own cou n t . I  sh ou ld  ap p r e c ia t e  i t  very much i f  you would 
h an d le u n is w ith  them in  su ch  a way t h at  you w i l l  be ab le 
to  communicate t h e ir  p o in t  o f view to  me. I  do n ot  th in k  
t h is m at t e r  can  be p er m it ted  to go w ith out fu r t h e r  ac t io n  
m erely  becau se no blame seems to  h ave been  a t t a c h e d.in  t h is
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case  t o  th e con d it ion s un der  wh ich  t h is  n an  worked.

H eed less to  say  we sh ou ld  u rge 
upon then  th e n e c e ssi t y  o f making a th orough  i n v e stig a t ion
o f th e fa c t s  in  the c ase  o f th e o th er  n an , ___
about whom no one seems to know an y th in g a t  p r e se n t.

Very t r u l y  y o u r s,

RAKjis R ob er t  A. Keh oe, îf.D .
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