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September 27, 1976

MOTOR Magazine
T790 Broadway
New York, New York 10019

Attentiont Mr, Robert J. Carulls

Dear Mr, Carullo:

This is to reply to your letter of Septe;mber 20, 1976 concern.ing Dz, Sel.ﬂ:off'
vrite-up ir thr Pally Yews,

[ .

In answer to the questions in your letter—yesy,-most brake linings om
today's cars contain asbestos. The disc brake and.drum brake linings used
on most American passenger cars and trucks contain about 50-60% asbestos.
The asbestos is "locked in" to a matrix of resin and other materials. The
asbestos by itself ig not free, The problem with asbestos occuxrs 1f a
shop grinds and cuts brakes lining segments without good dust collectiom
systems, Also, there 4s a problemsduring the removal of old brake linings b
preparatory to & reline, During removal, dust from the brake system cam =~

be inhaled 4f a mechanic uses a air hose or other procedurss that temd to

raigse dust in the shop. It had bean coumon practice in brake shops to use

air hoses to clean off brakes, It is not a good practice.

As regards your questiom councerning my reaction to Dr, Selikoff's remarks,

I did not read the article fully., I did see the headlines f= the New '
York Daily News. I am not a médical authority and am in no pesitfem to

digcuss epidemiologicalidatacen.whichIDr.cSalikeff ~projectéd xhis! high >
oortality for people repairing brakes. If those working with brakes in i
service centars are sufficiently alarmed by Dr. Selfkoff's remarks to

{nftiate good work practices in the shop, his remarks mawg:be-Ralpful.

As regards the accuracy of his remarks, I don't believe I'm qualified to
commant,

Along this line, I might suggest contacting the Asbestos Informaticm
Association, (ATIA) 1835 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, 3ecause of

the proposed OSHA amendments concerning asbestos in the workplace the ATA

has undertaken costly consultant studies on the difficulties with the OSEA
regulaticns and the medical evidence in support of the proposed 2mendments,
wnile they*cavfhave data concerning the medical aepects ~ofupast occupiticmal
exposures:=to-asti2stos available, ep:.demiolcg:.cal sdatazis-not-codclesive.”“There
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{8 ssbesrcs dust {n the factories that wmanufacture friction materials,

Qff-uzzd, it wmight be assuxmad that past dosage md time effects of asbesros

in the factories would have been mores seriocus than sporadiec high counta rhat
=tzht be present in brake shops. MHost of the epidemiclogical studies om a

- asbestos in the workplace have been done in the factories that introducs

asbestcs into products such as braka linings, floor tiles and constructicn

zaterials., Thsre {s very little epidemiclogical data on brake service shops,

I'm enclosing scoa items that may be of help in your work, Cne 1s a 3 page
write-up entitled, "“isbestos Dust Control in Brake Service Centers." The
Fricticm Materials Standards Institute, with one of its members making tha
major eoatribution, has drafted these comments on good dust control in the
brake service areas, We belleve that with good house-keeping and good work
practices that the asbestos dust problem can be essentially eliminsted in
the brake shop, I'm also enclosing a copy of an article that appeared in
Brake aad Froat Trd Service in May 1976 concerning asbestos ian tha workplace
znd soce of the recormended equipment that is being used to comtrel i,

I'm Also enclosing a copy of s letter put ocut by the National Institute

for Oceccpational Safaty and Hesglth dated August 8, 1975. This letter by
Dr. Willi{s» Zioyd of NICSE discussed some of the problems in the brake
shops ==d had some recommended procedures for asbestos brake and clutch
SGmmzn ) :

I hope the enclcsures and comments are Felpful to you concerning your "

article to 2ppear in MOTOR Magarine, I'd be most plesased to receive a
copy of your article vhen it is published,

Sincerely,

FRICTION MATERIALS STANDARDS INSTIIUI=

E~D/l=e . E. W. Driglame
Eacs, Exascutive Director

®.S.: I = enclosing also a just-received page from a Raybestos-Maohattan
catalog entitled: Racomzended Procedures for Peducing fsbestos

tust During Brake Servicing.”
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