July 7, 1948

Dr. E. Iavison,

The Assocleted Ethyl Compeny Limited,
licrthvich Cheshire,

England.

Deapr Davison:

Thanks very much for yocur letters of May 24 and June 2. At this
point I sm trying to clear up the ma&tters on my desk, including

my corresvondence,before gettlng away on & ULwo-weeks vacetion.
Accordingly I snall reply only to the specific quesiions raised in
your l1lsst letter, and willil leave further generil matters until scme
later iiwe.

The Syliphon Seal hus been in use in the Du rFont plant {or gquite some
time, and it 1s my copinion thui they intend 1o eguip every one of
their sti1lls with ihis device as rapldly a&s replacements are required.
It has been difficult to cobteain this equipment, and conseguently

only cne or twec of them are in use &t SBaton Rouge. ine impression
there 18 that they &re very litile better than a4 walter cooled jeacket,
but they mey ve <omswhatl prejudlced. &So fer as I have been eble to
eetablish, the Sylphon Seal when carefully &ud avpropriately put in
place is &4 very saitlsractory and very curgvle piece oif equipment. I
know of one thaet was In centinuvous use for eignieen months vithcout
giving rise to any txrouble vhotever. In &ny case, the Du ront reople
cre very greatly ‘mpresved andé Llegzsed by Lhelir performsnce.

Your questlon 72 cinnetl be ensvered &t this moment in a satlsfactory
manner , since lthe peorle &t Batcon icuge have been experimenting with
this probvlem snd havs not ccome to a definite conclusicon which they
heve expressed in performance. You will remember thaet there was no
carbon filter on the lntske s8ide of the compressor when we visited
Bstoen Fouge. The reason for this lay in the fact that the opersting
people fear that the accuwnulaticon of corganic lead in such & filter
might result in & {ire. 7They chose, therefore, to use small i'llters
situated in the line &t ths entrance to cacn building. They have nct
satigfied themselves as yet as to the best filter to be used. I shall
obtain the best advice I can {rom them and pass it along to you. I
can tell you that the development people see no reason lor doubting
that sctivated charccal vwill be s&tlsfactory for this purpose.

As t0 the st1ll booths, I c&n only tell you my own opinions and
experience. These booiths have been removed completely at the Du

Pont plant, and by the proper program of still mainten&nce they have
avoided any difficulty incident to their removal. Followlng the
gtill explosion at Baton ikouge the still enrnclosures were removed (rom
D Building and they have not been restored. The condltlons in this
bullding have been egually &s s&tisfactory &s those in &ny other, and

KE 0008386



-

Tr. E. Davisen - (2) - July 7, 1948

in my opinion tne maintenance work has been done somevwhat better and
@ore promptly in this bullding than 1n the others. There is some
tendency to rely ugon these enclosures in lieu of proper sand prompt
maintenance. In addition there 1s scme tendency to skimp the house-~
Xeering tecause of the inconvenicuce imposed by the extra partitioans.
All in all I should say that 1f the maintenance in your plant cannot
te brought up to & high level of excellence, the stlll boocths should :
remein, and all men who enter them should be required to vear airline }
masks. If ma.ntensnce can ve done properly, and 1f the ccnditicns 1
saround the stills can be cared for adequately by properly tailored
ventiletion at the right polnts, then the enclosures can wvell be

recmoved. I think your vest judgment will have tc be exercised on the

Pasis of the actual conditions of the day's work rather than those

vhich are 1deal. I am convinced, so far as Baton Rouge is concerned,

that we shoud remove tne gtlll enclosures. You will be Interested in
knowing that despite the tremendous pressure for production with the

larger charge &nd & shorter cycle, ¥we have been avle teo melntain

conditions wlithin the plants equivalent to those that existed at the

time of your visit. Our mean urinary velue for the workmen in the:

entire grea is &round .u53 % .uuZ mg. per liter. :

i shall contlnue to e very much Iinterested in what goes con &nd I am
very grateiul lo you for writing so frequently &and so fully.

With vest regurds,

Sincerely jyours,

novert A. Xehoe, M. L.
RAK ef

Copy by Alr Mail.
Criginal by fteaner.
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