
Dr. R ober t  A. K eh ce , 
U n i v e r s i t y  c i  C i n c i n n a t i ,  
C o l le g e  ci' M e d ic in e ,  
G enera l  H o s p i t a l ,  
C i n c i n n a t i ,  Ohio.

Dear S i r i

A p r i l  2 ,  1929

Your l e t t e r  of March. 27t h  t c  $£-r. A. M. Maxwel l ,  Vice 
P r e s i d e n t ,  The S ta n d a rd  O i l  Company, C lev e la n d ,  Ohio, has  been 
t u r n e d  e v e r  t o  c u r  d e p a r tm e n t  f o r  r e p l y *

Crum, s

was employed by c u r  pe o p le  a t  C i n c i n n a t i  
S e rv ic e  S t a t i o n ,  J a n u a ry  9» 1929* Upon h i s  employment he was 
examined by D r .  A. H. Crum and Dr. Crum s t a t e d  a t  t ha t  t im e  t h a t  
he had  o rg a n ic  h e a r t  t r o u b l e .  Our peop le  a t  C i n c i n na t i  gave Mr. 

employment c f  l i g h t  work a t  S e rv i c e  S t a t i o n ,  in  s p i t e  o f  Dr.  
a d v ic e  to  th e  c o n t r a r y .  Mr. V t l  was a f f l i c t e d  w i th  

c h ro n ic  nose b l e e d .  F e b ru a ry  1 4 th  h i s  nose b le d  so c o n t i n u o u s l y  
t h a t  he became weak and e x h a u s t e d  and went heme, and di e d  F e b ru a ry  
2 8 t h .  H is  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n ,  Dr.  J o s e p h  0 .  P o r t e r,  3&°3 
H a r r i s o n  Ave► , g i v e s  a s  the  cause  o f  d e a t h ,  p u rp u ra h a e m o r r h a g i c a , 
d i e d  of se c o n d a ry  anem ia ,  had hem orrhages from mucous membrane of 
n o se ,  ro o f  c f  m outh ,  " tongue, gums, and u n d e r  "the sk in  o v e r  h i s  leg s ;  
and p a r t s  of body .  . „

H£

We do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  a t t e n d a n t  cou ld  
p o s s i b l y  come in  c o n ta c t  w i t h  g a s o l i n e  so c o n t i n u o us l y  a s  to  cause 
him any  in c o n v e n ie n c e  by re a so n  c f  th e  e t h y l  g a s , -  pa r t i c u l a r l y  
w i t h i n  th e  p e r i o d  o f  one. month  t h a t  Mr. was employed.

We have a d v i s e d  M rs .  ^H R B j tha t  h e r  c la im  was a b s o l u t e ly  
d e n ie d  by cu r  company and we have fo rw a rd e d  h e r  c la im  d i r e c t  
t o  th e  S t a te  I n d u s t r i a l  Commission w i th  th e  f a c t s  a s  we knew them.

We a re  f o r w a r d in g  to  you h e r e w i t h  a copy o f  s ta te m e n t  of  
Dr .  Crum, w h ich  we b e l i e v e  i s  s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y .  ;

I i  t h e r e  i s  any  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  which you f e e l  t h a t 
we can g ive  you,  p l e a s e  l e t  us knew and we w i l l  t r y  cur  b e s t . t o  
do s o .  .
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COPY

Ge . W. H e rn ,
% Standard. O i l  Co

In r e ;  Heath oí

The c o n d i t i o n  of  pu rp u ra  haemcrrh&g ica  i s  c h a r a c t e ri z e d  ¡
by g e n e r a l  weakness- w i th  a moré o r  l e s s  marked d i s s e m in a ti o n  |
o f  b lood  e x t r a v a s a t i o n  l e a d in g  to  e p i s t a x i s ,  h e m a tur i a ,  haemcp- |
t y s i s  and hem atem es is  o f  v a r y i n g  d e g re e s  of s e v e r i ty .  R e s u l t i n g  !
anem ia  may he p ro fo u n d  and in  t h e  type  known a s  p u rp u ra  f .u lmin- '
c u s ,  d e a th  re s u i t s .w i t h i n  tw e n ty - f o u r  h o u r s .  The c ar d i n a l  sympt-  : 
cm i s  p ro fu se  and u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  b l e e d in g  i c l i c k i n g  the  most  
t r i v i a l  i n j u r y .  Of ten the hemorrhage comes from the  m e r e s t  
s c r a t c h  and may even come s p o n ta n e o u s ly .  The b lood shows a 
marked s low ness  in c o a g u l a t i o n .  I t  i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  haem eph i la  and th e  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  i s  oí d e c id e d im por tance  ;i
a is a marked h e r e d i t y  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  oí the c o nd i t i o n .  ‘'Purpura  "
h a e m o r rh a g ic a  o f t e n  l a c k s  th e  p e c u l i a r  f a m i l y  h i s t or y  ana  o c c u rs  
m os t  f r e q u e n t l y  in p e rs o n s  d e b i l i t a t e d  by im proper  l i v i n g .

In  my q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have been s u b j e c t e d  /
to  th e  c o v e r in g  o f  th e  m a jo r  p o r t i o n s  of th e  body by E th y l  G a so l in e  
a l s o  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have been more or l e s s  d i r e c t l y  s u b j e c t e d  t o  : 
the  i n h a l a t i o n  cl  iumes eve r  a p e r io d  o f  t im e ,  in  none of t h e s e  c a s ­
e s  cou ld  I  e l i c i t  a h i s t o r y  o f  i n j u r y ,  the  p a t i e n t  on ly  e x p e r i e n c ­
ing  th e  c o n d i t i o n  known a s  a "Haptha Jag"  or a d e f in i t e  b l i s t e r i n g  
c l  the  sk in ' due to  th e  i a i l u r e  to  remove the  c l o t h i ng .

Prom the h i s t o r y  in  t h i s  c a s e ,  I  canno t  see where the i n h a l a t i o n  
of' fumes m igh t  be c o n s id e r e d  a c o n t r i b u t o r y  f a c t o r  si n c e  the .
h i s t o r y  p o i n t s  out th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  man had r e p e at e d  ana p ro -  
Jfcmged a t t a c k s  o f  hem orrhage ,  i n  o t h e r  words,  I  f e e l  t h a t  the  . .-S,
c o n d i t i o n  e x i s t e d  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r i o r  to  h i s  employment. My 
exam in a t io n  in t h i s  case  r e v e a l e d  th e  p re se n c e  o í  a de f i n i t e  h
o rg a n ic  d e f e c t  in  the  h e a r t  i t s e l f  ana a l t h o u g h  w e ll  com pensa ted  >|- 
a t  the  t im e  of my e x a m in a t io n ,  i t  m ig h t  be r e s p o n s i b le  f o r  d e a th  ■ vf 
a t  any t im e .  I  c a n n o t . l i n k .h i s  d e a th  w i t h  o c c u p a t i on a l  d i s e a s e  " :
o r  h a z a r d .  ' : :

(S ig n e d )  A. H a r ry  Crumm, M.D. ' •'
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