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o I am wit&ng to you at this time
to auquaini; you w&t:h the fact that woe have had several
rather uni‘orcnnaze, incidents in connoction uith the .
cleaning of tanks used for mixing and storing leaded
gasoline, these incidents having recently culminated
in three Patal poisonings among a group of seven wWorke
nmen vho clesned a storage tank (which hed also been used
for mizing) without any precautionary messurea, The
eircumstances comnected with this situation jJustify a
very thoroughegoing investigation of this problem . and
we are undertaiting such an investigation which will
probably teke several months to complete. In the mesne
time I am not in position to meke recommnendstions whiech
g0 beyond those which we have already made with relation
to this procedures It is quite apparent that the methods
we have used in this sountry to pur our precautionary
measures into effect have been inadequatas, I have a
distinet feeling that there may be inasdequacies also
outslde of this country, and it gives mo somo anxiety
to think that incidents of this sort may ccour in
connection with the cleaning of storage tanks 4in any
part of the world, It seems qulite certain that we
skall have to sel up some mechanism for taking thils
activity under our own supervision, Ve are in the process
of setting up s mechaniem for this purpose in this country.
At present I do not consider it sdvisable to try to extend
sush a mechanism beyond our own provinee and I shall aot
meke any reoommuendations on the subject until we have
tomplete Informstion as to the character and magnitude
of the whole problem, As an illustration of what I mean,
lot me point out that ell the cases of polsoning &n this
field have ocourred in connection with tanke which have
been used for mixzing and which may, therefore, have Conle
talned concentrated Fluild in the aludge at the bottom of
the tank, a&s well as cryabalunn deconmposition products
of tetraaehyl lead, -~On the basis of the oscurrence of cases
we might assume that the danger is confined to tanks that
have been used for mixing ms distinguished from tanks that
have been used solely for the storage of £inighed leadsd
gasoline, I am by no means certain that this oonclusion
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- 18 jJustified and until I &m corbain, I shall not wish to
make any resotmmendations of widesprend appllicasion, On

the other hand T considsr it advisable, snd I have so
recommended to Bevan, that we take such steps as are
feasible to remind the distributors of leaded gasoline
abroad of the necesaity of taking et least those precautions
which have previcusly been recommended by us, I think you
21l ses at once that this shole prulem may be a very serious
one, and I should appreciate 1t very much, therefore, if you
would discuss the matter with Bevan and that you come to an
agreemont as to the immediate steps which may be required
in reminding the distributors of leaded gasociine of the
dangers which may be yresent in Chis activity.

Froa timo to Sime I shall Peap you
inforred ou the progrees of our observationg on this
sub joct here, snd when I am in position %o do sou, I chall
make general reommmendations s to what may be dona to
nore adequately oliminate thia hazerd,

Hochle has brought back news from you
but 1t has been some Gime since we havo had an epportunity
to Yalk about wvaricus quostions which have arisen. I should
be very grateful to you if you would éreop mo & line from
time to Cime,; letting me know of anything of importance
vhlch may come to your attsniion.

With kindeat personal regards,

Very traly yecurs,

RiK:is : Kobert A. Kenoo, Nebs

cc Mr., Lewls
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