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A TRADES . UNION Congress
praposal to reduce the recom-
mended two fibres per cubie
centimetre ashestos dust safely

accepted. close down Turncr and
Newall's total LK, operaltinn
with a lnss of - 10,000 jobs, Mr.
Jack . Shepherd, © managing
director of the company, said
sesterday, , .

It would alse have appalling
technicat . and smployment
ennsequences  for the rest .of
Rriticsh industry, and for direct
Axports, which from Turner and
dewill's “alane  tolalled L40m.
last vear, he sawl. .

lHe told the apening sesslon of
the threcdday hearings of the
Advisary Cominfttee on Ashestos
tn Landon that the kind of teeh.
aml econonmle  upheaval
which  would  vesult  from 2
tighter standard wauld he tolally
unnreessary.

The reduetion ih health rick
was exemplificd by the experi-
ence in one of the company's
«uhidiaries, TRA industrial,

* A proup of people who were
rmployed there for more than
20 years hefore 1930. had an R0
per cent. incidence of ashestasis,
Far a <imilar group emplaved
far a1t least 20 vears before 1968,
the ancitdence is 2.8 per cont, Wé
are copfident that [or 2 20 year
smar hewnnmz in in-day’s con.
i the aspdenes wa)l be ni)e
o Me o Shepherd sabd that i
would not be practicable to lower
dust ¢anerntratians below the 2
rro cubie ecptimettp
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recommended _in the Advisory
Commitiee's January interint
statement due to the limitatlon
of durrent technolagy. .. - -
Ashestos products were Indls-
pensible to Industrial society and
would remain so. for, soiie years,
In soma arcas subsiliutign was
possible, in others it was nol af
present. . .

There was-. no- «allernative,
material for brakes or clulches
-whith retained lhe tcchnieal
‘propertics .requifred o  cvoid
accidents or vehicle bréakdowns,

Mr. Max Madden, MP, -chair-
man of Ashestos -Actlon, agreed
that {t- woitld be Irvesponsible
to call for an end to the use of
ashesins whep some substiinies
might be, as sdlangerfous, or rven
more s,

However, -Ashestos Action, a
volnmary  group  formed IR
maonthe neo, helieved that there
was an urgeht need to reduce
cxposurn In afl applications,

‘The safety level lor occupa.
tional exposure 10 white ashestos
dust should "he reduced from 2
fibres/ce to 0.5: fibres/ce,

The TUC's.' evidence  was
presented by Mr. Peter Jakes,
sceretary of the social insurance
and Industrial welfare commit-
lee.

Short tern recommendatlons
included  entting  dust  safety
levels to 0.2 fibres/ee, Jabelling,

containerisation  and  ashestos
warkers registees, :
In the long term the TUG
recammiended  the  complete
Rornine nf al) rehesine arnduets
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TEN MORE agreements concern.
lng the L20m. a° year -repro-
gruphic supplics market were
placed ~on  the Reglsier ' of
Restrictlve “Praclices, yesterday.
" Al the samé lme, 1L becamé
clear that Mr. Gorden Borrle,

was considering the posstbility
of taking the parties before the
Restrictive Practices Court.
_ The news adds to thé repuf-
cussions of March's "Monopnlies
Commission  treport’ on  dlazn
copying  materlals  which- un.
envered the existence of a price.
Nxing ring. ™’ N
Dilaro ceproxraphy ix a form of
copying mainly ul~d fot archi.
locls' and engincering drawings.
The fonr companies invelved
in thal—0Oztid,  the  market
leader, twe U8, mullinatlonals,

Addressogruph-Multigraph  and
GAF  (Great  Rritain),  and
tlarper  and  ‘Tunstall—regis.

teréd the 22 agreements, noné
of them stil) in foree. to which
they had been parly within days
of the report’s publication.

The same fonur were involved
in .the agrcements publicly re.
vealed yestetday, which were
operated unlawfully and -forni-
ally terminated on March ‘31,
j [nur weeks after the Monopolics
L Commission reported. :

H
_ The ost important result of
aperaling an agreciment “which
should have heen registered and
was not, is thal anvone who has
ysuffceed  a loss  through - the
reshiiclions —- priee Axing fer

- -.4 A H. x;z>z.z.,_.mn>.m.no>=m=.oz.omzi. S

director gencral of Fair Trading, .

‘agreements registere:

te ..
o

example — ¢an sue {or bréach of
u.;::e_.fn.“_v. A

The 10 fosttictive agreements
reglstered  yesterday concern

diazo machinery, copying

.materials, drawing office. equip-

meat, drafting film and
graphlc chemlicals, ... . -
* There s -a* time lag between
the flest-and sccond
strictive :agrecments because the
commission’s terms of reference
covered only diazo wmiaterials and
not - other ~«materialy). and
machinery supplied by the ¢om-
panies whose operation; ag  the
commission provisionally-. con.
cluded. represcnted a cohiplek
monapoly.s i vt et s
“Only ohe mort  restrictive
agreement batween Uie membees
af Oralid price ring Is sald lo
be still existing.  ‘This covers
crrtaln sizes of  reprographle
material but 1 I8 eialmed that
these slzes are ao langer manuy:
factured ahd (hé¢ acrerment is
of no practical signifieance., '

repro-

7
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Contempt ™ ©~
* Should_the Director “lienerst
of Fair Trading decide ta take
the companies to the Restrictive
Practices Court, 1t woutld .he to

lot" of re- -

n

and cxpose the parties to It lo
fines and imprisonnent.

Oz3lid  whieh  has  recentls
passed Inlo the control of they
Dute group, Ocve  van  der

Gricten, has atlracted the atten-
-tion of ‘Department of Trade

SIE R A TERN

Steenins

.

inspeclors and the intention o] Dougirs
fnvestigate Hts affairs was an-|{vepsial
nottnced ahout six werks ago. fimplen:
The preseny case of . Ozalid jacen 50
agreemnents iliustrates the some-' unde,
whatl artificial division of work morine’
hetween the Monopolies Come ing St
mission and the Fair Trading]ruleara -
Ohice. . matters
The Falr Trading Ofice must| ..

not engage in “fishing expedic
tions ™ trying to oblain informa-

standa 4

A
1Jan .ahont agicements unless i | ._..q.::.m“._..”
has pood grounds lo helieve that'yy 0
these atk restrictive. recom
The Manapoelies Connmissiun on aned deos
the other hand onn ackh as many wes
guestions as it likes bt mud, g~
not  bhase N conclusions . on ﬁ\:.:r
téstelctive  trading  agreements! (¢
‘which  should  bave  been!geeny, -

récistered with the Fair Tvading | Marye

oMice. ' 1

it is merely conceined with _."m...mr..u”
whether & monupoly oxists. or ]
not as the result of aprcements| The o
or without them. In its Investl|the deo
gatfon of the diaza market the CCA ric
Commission  accepted that the | Mr. Mor

seck an order “tesrainings them oxtsicncr-of the eomplex monn. 110 acces
fram operating the arreemonts polv could net he identificd hy ! ckn v
which they have already given the evidence of the unrcgistered!have 1o

up. and any other unregistiered
apteements . which
ta recistration,
GConlravening sweh an oider,
or fxiling to obiserve an under
taking glven in court. would be
considersd  contempt  af  connl

azrcements.

sre subject . Tonty the Restnztive Praciices Wed
linality 40

Coml  can  say  with

A

whethier these should have been: ERghsn

whether  they

registered  and
the public

were  contrary o
interest.
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