¥r, 7. A. Rideout

Bakelite Division January 17, 1951
20 Providence 8t

B stm’ m.l

Mr. R, A, Calsibet

Dear Mr, Rideoutt

This refers to your repori of call on Athel Mfg., Co., Athol, Mass,
date £ 12/20/50, Hed noted the article by Lr, Jordan which appeared in the November
1950 issus of Archives of Dermstology and Syphilology. Belleve thatl the comzent
f Dr, Richerd S, Weisz of Et. Louls, which follows this article a pege 680 pretty
woll stetes the case, Ir, Yelsr says, "It ssens proper ¢.. to surnise thit a co'e
bination of meterizls, chemicals end perspiration m=y be repponslible for ths reactions
obssrved,®

In 1949 Dr. Crench and I had some correspcndence and discuesion with
Dr. Earl D. Osborne of Buffalo, Dr. Jardentls sssoclate, on the sams genersl sudbject
f dermetitis from the use of nev chemieals, including plsstlos, in products
in common public use. Our goneral attitude then remeirs egsextially the sams today
and might be briafly stated sbout as follows; The resins thdmsslves ire seldom to
any extent active irritants or eensitizers, and most of the ‘sompleted formulations as
they ressh the sonmumsr are free from such properties. The principal saception would
seen to De the flexible, highly plasticised formulatices sjere wnder certain types of
oontact seneitisation mey occurs In gsneral, the properties of a plagtic formulaiicn
- o8 R0t with sny ascuracy be predicated upon t4sts made of individual ingredients.
Patah tests of the Zinighed formulation would be the more relisbla method, Ve have
found, for instance, that some formuletions containing ¥nown primery ixritenis or
sansitisers mey give no resotion, and we bave also fomd that some formuistions
emtaining enly ingredients which hed fuilaed to show reactions, when cuibined in
the plastic would produce resctions, o e e s .

e e - Jn 1943 and 1944 our laborstories at Mellon Institute rex some series
of patch tests en human subjests using soms of the resins applied as the powder
_or applied sheeted from a solvent. In the latter method the resing were dimsolved
fn a suitadble solvent then knife costed cnto surgical gause sand air dried for one week
before application, The coatings vers heavy enough to dridge over the mesh of the gause
- Jeaving & f1lu of resin betveen the meshes vhen dried. Vhen applied as the powder,
_thers was good opportunity for mechanical irritation, and it is notabls that all the
. réagtions with the powdered resins were during the initial 7-day period, none developing
upan retest. Probably irritation ef the powder ascoumted for thess irritations,
frrespective of the chemical nature of the resin, When the mechanioal irritation ef
the powisr was overcoms by spplying from soluticn, it wes possible ghat that reastions
noted vere csused by retainsd polvent, Our laborstoriss belisve, therefore, that
the £ lloving results were not conelusive (beosuse of the added factars of mechanieal

irritation er retained selvent): L
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EARL D. OSBOANE, M. D.
Ve oumane wonge January 17, 1948

BUFFALO,. N. Y.
IONE 2

A. G. Cranch, M. D.
Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation
850 East Forty-Second Street

Rew York 17, New York

Dear Doctor Cranch:

I enjoyed reading your letter of January 10, and I might say that I shaell
welcome the opportunity to talk with you, or Dr. Nale, regarding the problems of
chrome, solvents and resins as a cause of dermatitis.

What you say in your first paragraph is entirely true. I have been pestered
to death with letters from 8ll Borts of manufacturing companies and societies
regarding the press releases. Needless to say, I had nothing whatever to do with
it, and it has occasioned me agreat deal of trable. Non-scientific reporters are
always trying to make something sensational ait of'm strictly scientific statement,
Fortunately, the AP did not carry near as bad a release as did our local papers,
who quoted me as saying that flwrescent light was a common cause of dermatitis.
Actually, I told the New York Centrzl Surgeons sbout three pat.tént.s who had a
dermatitis due to the combined use of perfume locally on their skins with fluorescent
lighting. This, of course, is well known. Three cases, however, out of many
thousands of employees is an infinitesimal percentage,

It is the same thing in genersl as regards cﬂrome, solvents and resins. We
are talking sbout these cases as dermaﬁologiats. It must be admitted that out of
 the total number of workmen or housewives exposed to chrome, solvents and resins,

" the p rcentage that develops a specific hypersensitivity is extremely small, in fact,
almost infinitesimel. RHowever, the fact remsins that many people do have dermatitis
or czema due to these exposures, and unfortunately this pércnntage is gradually
increasing.

Iou are entirely right in your conclusion that I was not referring to individusls
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CAML D, OSBORNE,. M. D.
JAMES W, JORDON, M, D.
47) DELAWARE AVENUE

BUFFALO, N. Y.
IONE X

A. G. Cranch, M, D. -2 Jamary 17, 1848

who were working in industries where chrome, resins and solvents are used. Of
course the hazard there is recognized and is definite. I was referring particularly
to railroad workers. There is a wide use of lacquers, chrome alloys and solvents

in the reilroed industry,

One of the most interesting phases of our work is the investigation of the
leather, particularly the shoe cases. Two of the large tanners here in Buffalo
ar perscnal friends of mine. They insist that ti:ere is no free chrome that can
be detected in chrome tanned leather, The fact of the matter 1s, however, that
we have had several hundred cases of dermatitis due to chrome tanned leather. It
is hard for the non-trained individual to appreciate allergy or hypersensitivity.
W ware dealing with infinitesimal guantities that many times cannot be detected
by & quantitative test. Some of our leather cases will give a2 positive patch test
to the leather in question and also to potassium bichromate and chromic acid in
dilutions of one to one hundred and one to five hundred. Your remarks regarding
other swstances in leather as a cause of dermatitis is very well taken. Many of
our cases in women today are due to the sSynthetic resins painted or sprayed onto

the surface of the lining.
Your statement that "resins themselves are seldom to any extent active

irritants or sensitizers® is certainly not correct in our experience. I will

predict that all forme of resins, as time goes on, will become known as sensitizers.
I am quite willing to agree that in the finished plastic there 18 little skin hazard.
However, we do see rather frequently dermatitls around the neck and around the

wrist from contact with synthetic resins.

Ne shall greatly appreciate any assistance which you can possibly give us in

the future in helping us identify the exact ingredients in som particular preparation.
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EARL O. ORBOANE .M. D.
JAMES W.JORDON, M. O,
471 OLLAWARE AVENUE

BUFFALO. N. Y.
ZIONK 2

A. G, Cranch, M, D. B January 17, 1949

That i8 our greatest stumbling block at the present time. It has always been my

beli f that any industry which is well-directed and which has sclentific laboratories,
would gladly welcome ideas such as those we might have. Unfortunately, this is

not always so. I shall always remember the deluge of mail I received from cosmetic
manufacturers producing nail lacquer when I published my extensive paper on nail

lacquer dermatitis in 1941, We have since had more than twelve hundred such cases,

and yet at the time I was subjected to a terrific barrage, and now I believe all

manufacturers of nail lacquer recognize the hazard,

ﬁincerely yours,

N

Farl D, Osborne, M. D.




January 10, 1949 - \

Pr. &rl Da Oaborne
71 North Strest
Buffale 2, New York

Dear Dr, Osbox-ﬁu

Dr. T. W, Nale, who has taken over my old despartment here, recently wrote
you with reference to the AP press realeass on your talk defore the meeting of the Associatior
f Surgeons of the New York Central System, Becauss of the Corporatiocn's interest im
hrome products and plastics this press releass umu being brought to my attention
and the last time by the Henufacturing Chemists Association whoge Nedical Advisory
Comnittee I an & member. The NCA is also concernsd as to the implications of this relsase,
¥e all know how often reporters are prone to "play wp® certain statements of a spesker,
nany times without referemce %o ths soatext or qualifying remarks. Also they seem prone
to Ppick up® certais statemumts of & spesaksr which they apparently thisk may sound
sensational, agaia without dus reforemce to possible qualificetion, A= sorry that we have
: ot had an opportunity to see a copy of this psper itself dut perbaps you have one which you
‘lght send me, If 9o, I would greatly appreciate it. \

¥With reference to the points at issue which are eausing s swoh ooncern, X
wish to write about them rather frankly and trust that you will pot take my remarks
aniss nor as a eriticim of your observations. They simply represent impressions
from sxpsrience with these materials over s long period ef yesrs in mamy applicstions. I
would 1ike to preseat them for what they are worth and if you feel that there is other
specific information wiieh refutes my conalusious I would be wery glad to hawe it.

have

j

With reference to chroms, we probably
compaay. Our principal interest has been im the manufacture of ferrochrome,

as any

1s used in the forsulation of a wide wariety of chrome-bearing metals. Our expsriencs in
th mmufasture of ferrochroms and that of our customers in the manufacture of chrome-
bearing astals both seem to indicate that there L8 no sppreciabls incidemce of dermatitis
amorg thase workars as with sny sther metal workars in sisilar lines, As for

i
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astals, to the best of our informaties
titis. OF course there are always ¢ fow

1
|
|
E
&
-4
g
3
E
E
e
g
g
§
&
B

430
il
T
il
jket
geief
$h
i
il
i
it
L’éﬁ

3
;
:
g
E
;
E
.
£
B
1
:
3
k
A
uce
063270




¢
R ‘? ‘ e .‘:' ;‘.| ., ' . . . ,'. o . 'Il.ll" " ‘_
ml. D. Oborne . "o 2 rm 3 : B Jan. 10, 1949

: prodncu 'hieh we have oomion to hmdh. Only ru'al.y in tho case of new dm].opantl
‘there might be times when we Iould not wish to name certain uxrnd.i.cutl.

!donotho'jutmmnr.laloor:[d]lboeoni.ngtptoour
operations at Tonawanda or Niagara Falls but at the first opportunity I will try to
droyinhuu;onhmnrdtothuhtemung cnbjactvhichlhwojutbm

‘ dimdngntmlngth. " . R
‘ Voxvlinurﬂlh' -

’

A. G, Craneh, ¥. D.
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Manufacturing Chemists' Association, Inc.

(FOUNDED 1370)
246 WoobpwakD BUILDING
‘WasHINGTON 5, D. C.

December 20, 1948

Dr. A, G. Cranch

Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Corp.
30 East 42nd Street

New York 17, New York

Dear Dr. Cranch:

I have received a communication which reads in part
as follows:

"In the New York TILES of November 18th there
appeared under the date line 'Buffalo, November 17th' an
article entitled 'Eczema Laid to New Chemicals' in which
it was stated by Dr. Earl D. Osborne, head of the Uni=~
versity of Buffalo dermatology department, that eczema
has increased at least 50% in the last ten years because
of the use of new chemicals such as chrome and plastics.
This statement was made in an address before the Twenty-
fifth Annuval Meeting of the Association of Surgeons of
the New York Central System. Dr, Osborne further states
'in every day life, repeated exposure to metals containing
chrane, leather tanned with chrome, and seesees i
responsible for the major increase in dermatitis or
eczema.'n

¥y informant feels, and I believe rightly so, that
Dr. Osborne was not entirely familiar with the subject
matter or that his remarks had been incorrectly reported.
We have not been able to obtain a copy of “the paper as
yet but are making repeated efforts to secure one. Inso-
far as metals containing chrome are concerned, I am won-
dering if you have information relating to the experience
of Electrometallurgical Corporation in your files. Surely
with the widespread use of stainless steel such eczema, if
it really exists, would have been widely publicized and
would have come to your attention.

Any information that you can give me along this line
will be sincerely appreciated. With kind regards and best
wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Very truly yours,

e W/r o

M. F. Crass, Jr.
MFCJr/emk Acting Secretary 063272




