" February 18, 1955

Dr. William M. Aldredge |
MNational Zinc Uo“nnan Ine,
B'xrtle¢v111e, ‘Ox\. 'm\,ma ‘

- Dear Doctbr‘ Aldredge ]

Your letter of November 15 to mehas gone unanswered for so long as to
have little or perhapu no usefulness to you, but I shall fulfill the purpose
of courtesy, at least, in replying at long last, The fact is that ve been
so swamped with things that demanded my 1mmed1a,te attention ever smce
my return from a neces s:zry trip abroad as to have no time for mwy
“correbpgndanc '
\
: Meumvhzle, I believe that you will have anbwe?-ed your own questions
“insofar as-the apparent effectiveness of the masks worn by your men are
. concerned. I cannot mterpret the data in thizs relationship since I do not

- have the detailed daw on the men invoived, but :t appears fvom me results _

that I have beforc, m.,. that the actual absorptzon cof lead by your men has
not been excessive. ‘ : ,

There are a number of things that should be said ubout air ana.lyses.
Granting that the sa.mples of air are actually representative of the = |

: envr-onmental COﬂdl‘-‘.xOnS,' i/e. that they are taken in proper places and *
ln'fs Lffzment ‘numbers to, ma,mtazn their represe:ztatlve character, and
,ran’s:inrf tha; tlhev are ana lysed and interpreted properly, they serve the:

‘_101‘ iz ‘the fate of that which is in the air detérm' nable without obtaining
very’ ‘good 1mormas1yn on the size of the particles,' the extent of the use of
_ respirators and other prove: ctive devices, etc. ¥ou will note frc ™ your
Jown data that what ic in the air need not be taken mto the body, since -

-

that tend to: redu(.e the swnulcance of 2ir analyses as compareé to znalyses
of the urine: oz- nloc oY tissues of ‘the exposed person. Howeverz, wise
pecple in the lead trades use both me‘“hods. - In practice Sne uses air
analyses for quick and convenient appraisal of the air- torne hagard, while
~he uses biological analyses. to measure the hygienic significance of the
 total’ ‘actual hazard, . The one is the tool of the engineer to keep his s.ghts
~clear, in relation tc equipmént and its efficiency, while the other is ‘the tool
of the doctor to keep himself in a sound position in relation to his profes-
 sional responsibilities. : | |

Sincerely yours,

Robei‘t A. Kehoe, M. D.

VF‘I‘Y useful purpose of establishing the extent of the potential hazard. The = -
ctual hazard, nawever, ig not conf med to the inhalation of Iﬁau co-'n"\ounds, -

apparemly the resp;rators exclude it. It is the combination of these ;a.ctors;
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