
See Mr. Lewis* l e t t e r  of  May 11th, 1937.

May 19# 193?

-Mr. B. W. Webb .
Ethy l  Gasol ine Corporation 
Chrysler B ui lding 
Mew York Ci ty  
Hew York

Dear Mr* Webbs

Mr. Lewis has rai sed  a questi on 
on which, he has had some recen t correspondence from 
the f i el d *  and which I  th i nk  i t  w i se, perhaps* to 
r ef er  to you.

V arious persons, and sp ec i f i cal l y  
* and recen t l y  rep resen tat i v es of  the Colonial  Beacon 

O i l  Company, have asked f o r  a supply  of  l eaf l e t s f o r  
d i st r i b u t i o n  to  the publ i c on request , i n  accordance 
w i th the o r i g i n al  proposed regu l at i ons'  of  the Surgeon 
General  f o r  publ i c h eal th . I  had thought th i s i ssue 
was a dead one, and I  see no p ar t i c u l ar  reason .why 
an ef f o r t  should be made to, c i r c u l ar i se the publ i c 
i n th i s regard* We have now reached a po i n t where i t  
seems to me a di scussi on of  the p o ten t i al  dangers 
associ ated w i th the ord i nary  use of  leaded gasol i ne as 
a motor f u el  becomes somewhat h y p o cr i t i cal . My own 
opini on, as you very  w el l  know, i s t h at  l ead poisoning 
from contact or exposure to leaded gasol i ne i s v i r tu al l y  
an i m possi b i l i ty *  T herefore I  could not take any very 
honest par t  i n  the preparat i on of  a l ea f l e t  f o r  t h i s 
purpose, unl ess i t  were f e l t  th at  our f ai l u r e to do so 
i s i n  ef f ec t  a- v i o l at i o n  of  the p resent requi rements of  
the Surgeon General *s o f f i ce*  In t h i s connection I  should 
l i k e to  know w hether there has been any o f f i c i a l  or I nf orm al  
communication w i th the Surgeon General *s o f f i ce which would 
i nd i cate th at  they  share bur f eel i n g  th at  these l eaf l et s are 
i m practi cal  and unneessary . I  have a vague reco l l ec t i o n  of  
some d i scussi on of  the m atter  some years ago when i t  was 
found th at  no one requested these l eaf l et s nor was anyone 
apparentl y  i n terested  in them. I  have every w ish, of  course 
to  cooperate w i th the desi res of  the f ub l l c  H eal th Serv i ce 
even though t h e i r  poi nt o f  view may not be the same as my 
own. T herefore I  should not w ish to  adv i se any procedure 
to which they  ¿i g h t  have even a ten tat i v e objecti on}  
cer tai n l y  not w i thout d i scussi on w i th them. Sometime when 
i t  I s conv eni ent, I  should be glad to  have you express
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Mr,  Wet fo

your poi nt of  v i e« about th i s «hole m atter* Por the 
p resen t, i t  seems to me the b et t er  p ar t  o f  «Isdom f o r  
you to adv i se Mr. Lewis on th i s p o i n t .

With k i ndest personal  regards,

C ordi al l y  y ours,

RAX: i s Robert A* l iehoe, M.D*
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