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V. Standards for Permissible Atmospheric Contamination
and How They Are Set

Our present standards of practice regarding atmospheric contaminants a
very helpful bench marks, as long as we regard them for what they are and do
try to set them up as absolute safe limits to be regarded as established facts ¢
parable to, or in the same class with, lammable limits, flash points, or othen
properties that can be determined accurately. Rather, the idea should be fostered
that the limits are flexible and are to be adjusted to conform with any new, propet]
weighted, evidence of facts regarding physiological effects. It must also be rem
bered that just as all of us are subject to occasional ill health regardless of ¢
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ues are based on the best available information from industrial experience,
tal studies, and, when possible, from a combination of the two. They are not

are established, if they are maintained at a level compatible with industrial pracs o el of the contaminant, whether very high concentrations even for short penods
tice, there may be occasional ill health in the especially susceptible individual., We radifees gutespo oning, whether the results are cumulative, the frequency with which high

shall always need periodic medical examinations by thorough and compet
physicians,
The United States Publjc Health Service has been the outstandlng contnbA
it§ for & 'tmTﬁherl'c—E‘n

for what periods of time. All must be taken into consideration in arriving at
hether & hazardous situation is deemed to exist.
s are not mtended for use, or for modxﬁcanon for use, in the evaluation or

States Dcpartment of Labor, and a few universities and other schools of h Recommended Values

learning, as well as private research organizations, have added to the stof
information, '

Some of the states have set up “safe” standards of their own, some of
have developed into safe practice codes enforceable by law, but for the mbst, 0!\
they have been restncted to advisory standards. A survey conducted by the auﬁh
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some other quahﬁed and representatwe body, to take the initiative in establis]
permissible-concentrations—Moere-recently several-states-have adepted-the-regi 0 ! .
mendations of the Committee on Threshold Limits of the American Conferenced RO L 200
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