Rl ref. Ares(2023)2086517 - 22/03/2023

From: P e

Sent: mercredi 15 mars 2023 16:54
To:
Cc:
MONTANI Elena (CAB-SINKEVICIUS); PETROVA Rozalina (CAB-
SINKEVICIUS) [ (E)
Subject: BDI workshop report 14/03
Attachments: Workshop DG Environment BDI_10032023.docx
Categories: ARES

FFH welcomed the opportunity to have an exchange with BDI and gave few introductory remarks by
underlining that the Green Industrial Plan aims to enhance the competitiveness of Europe's industry and
accelerate the transition to climate neutrality. She recalled that the Commission put forward many
transformation proposals such as batteries, IED, ESPR, waste shipment and packaging waste to help
industry to become greener, more sustainable and to create a good level playing field. Now it is for the
other institutions to accelerate their work. She acknowledged that there is growing unrest in the EU with
US and China challenging the EU’s competitiveness, through light regulation and cheap energy. FFH
pointed out that many companies are looking at opportunities to locate production in the US or China
and this needs to be taken into consideration while preparing EU legislation. Therefore, there is an
important dilemma to be solved how to reach energy/climate targets and at the same time to keep the
competitiveness of the EU’s industry. Subsequently, PC welcomed the participants and noted that CRM
and NZ act will be adopted this week promoting the adoption of clean technologies globally and
supporting the role of EU industrial capabilities in facilitating the global clean energy transition. This will
be an important response to the challenges facing the EU. Holger Lésch, Deputy Director-General of BDI,
welcomed the opportunity to have the debate around many different proposals that are now debated or
still in the pipeline. The industry wants to voice their concerns and to have a frank exchange and this is a
great opportunity to do so.
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REACH

- After a short introduction from the Commission on the objectives and content of the REACH
revision, BDI (representatives of BASF and VZEI, an Electro and Digital Industry Association)
summarised their mains concerns/fears about REACH revision. These are related to
registration of polymers, mixture assessment factor (MAF), the extension of the scope of
GRA in particular to professional users and articles where safe use can be demonstrated
(e.g., micro-processors) and the implementation of the essential uses concept. They would
like to ensure that the REACH revision will remain science and risk based, ensure
proportionality, increase level of predictability and that it will not deplete chemistry, one of
the main building block for innovative technologies.

- The Commission replied to all their questions, clarified and provided details on the
implementation foreseen for polymer registration, MAF, GRA and essential uses.

- It was our impression that the open dialogue was very useful to alleviate most of their
concerns/fears, even if time was short to reply in detail to their many questions.



Patrick Child then thanked the participants and concluded the meeting.

Thank you to all the colleagues that help with reporting.





