March 22, 1950

. Gordon P. lLarson, Director,
*A r Pollution Control District,
County of Los Angeles,

5201 Santa Fe Avenue),.

‘Los Angeles 58, Cali;ornia.v

Dear‘Mv. Larscn:

I send ych,herew*th, a memorandum which ls essentlally an abbre- .
viated version of a letter which I wrote recently to Mr. P. L.

- MeGi1ll on . the subject of the significance of lead and hsd-osromlc
‘acxaiﬂn uhe e3 hauat gas of automoovles. -
There 1z more 1o t general problem zhar is indicated here. For
example, the matte* of the composition of the exhausts of diesels
nowered vehicles is quite different.  Our interest has centered, .
however, in the 1auefofjlead”and oft carbon monoxlde introduced into
the atmosphere by automobiles of nhe more commen type, using gasoline,

and UnocL$*na11v leaded gasoline,as fuel, and it is only on these
phases the Drcblem thau ve have mch informatl on. :

The important u“¢nb -0? the investigator in this. flb¢d to. bear in
mind, Ireom the aspsct of lead, is ihat lead in the atmosphere
an ‘new or récont phenomenodn, and that the in preﬁout due to *n
1baded £asoline in. automobLLes"a difficult to teolate in
<of unc ﬂevpral known factors, ‘as well 3s a number "04‘0+nerv-o o
500D d in, that ¢nf*uence‘“hc ‘concentration. of lead. jn
the aT¢ i ,aie bk“iuﬁns occupatlopal 3¢tuabian , the
;i ities of 1 ad ab rbed o tqe air by persons in our geneval :
l‘@onulat’on ave small a ubmpPrcd to those unavoidably a=soe*ated‘wvth-'
‘the intake ‘of lead in tue'rood;. It would e well %o consider care-.
fully. tne'ﬂnohmous amount of precise information now availablekOn
_the normal meiabclisi. o*.leau;un ihe human organism, as vell as that
‘derivnd from the study 'of persons under the conditions of obcuvatfonal
xposire to léad,. De;o“ci’ndﬂ“tah¢ng o arrlve at.any very atrilking
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5conclusicns coneerning % 1c ~mgornance o;-minuf@ ‘quanti ies"uf,l.ad
in the atmos phere,_ ~ o L BT '

Sl Robert A. Kehoo, M. D.
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