i

—

Monsanto

FE‘QI

ATV M E = LOCATION=PHONE}

%

{.c
i
i ' .) P
. ' ceX -
q’(

*
. £
e

DATE
umEcT

AEFERENCE +

TO

ver 14 3
IN - 18 1REY

R G.

D. R. Bishop - F3EE - 4-2891

: August 5, 1983 ce. J. F. Hussey - F3EA
G. D. Ingenthron - F3EB
W. J. McCarville - G3WG
J. T. Nolan - Dl1A
L. J. 0'Neill - F3EE
M. C. Throdahl -~ Dip

. T. M. Bistline =~ EZND

Roush - G2ZWG . -

I would appreciate a prompt review by you-and the carbonegg .of
the attached draft reply to the August & New York Timea e
article on Nitro (also attached) K

In order for our response to have any impact, it needs to be
sent out early next week \ S

Thanks in advanee for your prompt atteﬂtion.

D'y k. Bishop
DRB:ec
Attachments
P.S. 1I've already discussed this with the reporter and, for

what it's worth, he has apologized for screwing it upf
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Monsanto

PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

Mgnsanto Campany

800 N. Lindbargh Baulevard
St. Louis. Missauri 63166
Phonea: (314) 894-1000

August 5, 1983

v DRAFT

Letters to the Editor

THE NEW YORK TIMES

229 West 43rd Street _
New York, N.Y. 10036 -

Dear Editor:

Your August 4 article, "Dioxin Leaves Mark on a City Called
Nitro..." is flawed in its discussion of health studies of the
workforce at Monsanto's plant there.

Your reporter inadvertently misinterpreted the facts when

he stated that '"One study, however, by Robert W. Baughman in
preparation for a 1975 Harvard University doctoral dissertation,
produced"results differing with those (Monsanto-sponsored)
studies.

The facts are these: The results cited as being produced by

Mr. Baughman were not "produced" by him at all but, rather,

were the acute (or short-term) clinical symptoms previously
observed and reported by Drs. Ashe and Suskind following their
examinations of employees between 1949 and 1953. They also
reported, by the way, that all these initial symptoms, except
some residual cases of the skin disease, chloracne, gradually
cleared up. These short-term clinical symptoms were further
documented in a mortality study, co-authored by Dr. Suskind,
which was published in the January, 1980 issue of the Journal of
Occupational Medicine (attached).

All of the Monsanto-sponsored health studies focused on the
chronic (or long-term) health effects of exposure to dioxin.
Any attempt to infer, as the article clearly did, that there
is something controversial about short-term results differing
from longer-term findings reflects a gross misunderstanding of
the subject.
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Finally, Mr. Baughman's work was not a 'study" of Monsanto's
Nitro workers, as your article further implies but, rather, a
review of the acute symptoms, previously reported by Ashe and
Suskind. .

We would appreciate having the record corrected on this matter,

Sincerely,

George Roush Jr., M.D.
Director, DMEH

CC: Mr., William Robbins
570 Lindsey Drive
Wayne, Pa. 19087
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| Dio;ci_n 'Leaves: Mark on a City Called Nitro,

but Extent of Impact Is at Issué

By WILLIAM ROBEBINS
Spacial to The New Yok Times

NITRO, W.Va., July 23 — The toxic
chemical dioxin has left its mark oa
this city of 8,500 people, but just how
deeply or extensively is at issue.

It marks men like E. W. Miller, who
dropped in the other day at Diehl's Res-
taurant on Main Street. Mr. Miller, 74
{:: old, retired for health reasons

his job at a chemical plant sev-
eral years ago. He stopped to talk with
‘a man who continues to work
at the plant, although he says he does
not feel like doing 80.

Both men are marked with the scars
of chloracne, a skin condition resem-
bling common acne but often far more
severe and persistent. Chloracne is the
first and most visible effect of exposure

formed in

pro-
cesses. But the younger man and 178.
present and former empl at the
plant assert in a lawsuit ed for
trial in October that dioxin has also left
a heritage of suffering, debilitation and

. death.

In reply, the Monsanto Company of
St. Louls, operator of ene of several
¢hemical companies that form Nitro’s
mﬂp&l economic foundation, ac-

ledges the link between dloxin and
chloraene, but says its studies have
found no evidence that exposure to
dioxin produces long-term health prob-

The case is but one of & growing num-
.ber that are focusing attention on dlox-
in's hazards and its unknowns. Miilions
of dollars is being spent to clean up
diaxin deposits that have been found in
Missouri and New Jersey; millions
more is at stake in a joint lawsuit in
claim dam-

In the Nitro case, the lawsuit {s based
on the medicel records and recent

The litigants contend that they are
suﬂeﬂnguvaﬂed health problems re-
sulting from exposure to & dioxin con-
taminant in & herbicide named 2,4,5-T,

-~ which Monsanto produced at its plant

here from 1948 to 1969, and exposure to
some other chemicals.
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The comtaminant in the herbicide
goes by the sclentific name 2,3,7,8-tet-|
rachlorodi

or TCDD,
which bas been as-the most

kere in V:ioﬂd Yl':lr I for workers
roducing nitrocellulose, an ingredient
anhemunsof and the
source of the town's name. “I didn’t
know it was s man-killer, too."
The litigants say their conditions
cantradict mpeatJaclmﬂﬁc
of failure to prove links between dioxin|
and long-term organic damsge in
humans, though cancer and to
. kidneys, liver and nerves have '

{ .
produced in laboratory animals in ex-
ents using dioxin,

The complaint charged that health
problems mulm from to
the chemicals lncmdﬁ besides
chioracne, varlous farms of cancer,
heart disease, mental iliness and nerve
andkmneydamﬁ.

In & response filed in 1961 the com-
gny denled lﬂmunm of darmages. In

latest filing, the compeny asked that
the suit be dismissed, asserting that its
claims were barred by a statute of lim}._
tations. Trial is to begin Oct. 24.

“The Mmmtoempﬁea has
'been ane of the most m studled
populations in the world,"” Dan Bishop,
;8 company spokesman, said today. “At
Ieast three te health studies
have been . on empl at
this location, and other tha the skin.
condition chloracne mo lnug-tu-m[

bealth problems that could be assocl-'

ated with to dioxin ha
been found there. ve ever

Part of the literature on effects of
dioxin exposure is based on studies that
were begun after an industrial accident
in 1949 &t the Monsanto plant here that

workers to the dioxin,
- Exposure 3 Years Ago Cited
Both the wife and the of Mr.

Stover, a 72-year-o0ld retired Monsanto
D i a3 s o
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TACDHE scars, fn folds ?i
and arms, A a disgnosis
brain damage to dioxin . All
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used at Nitro from 1941 to 1952. It was
discontinued when its cancer-causing
potential was confirmed.”’

The most recent study of Monsanto's
wurk force here, conducted by Dr. Sus-
kind, ggueed no evidence of long.
term th effects other than chlo-

‘?Tg-'l‘ ecurdin;m had
» » & to a
™ reportmlmedhyumaﬁ:

Reached at his office in Cincinnati,
Dr. Suskind declined to discuss the re-
sults ol“tg;t.m-:udy. '?nmhm'“"
publication, preparation for
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Anctber Study Is Different

> One study, however, by Robert W.

erupt 30 years after his last exposure,
i o ek g
tion as he sat on a sofa discussing
rlences at the Monsanto plant
and what he said had been the ts.
“1 don't have l.h;lz mhr:;awi.‘t -'3'” he
said. After ana| at e,
ia, over an ul’?e on, he .alﬁﬁ"
“Yousoe how irritable I get.”

few hours at night and cried frequently
akd, s mediial dingoces had o

* m con-
firmed heart disease and a leslon in &

ﬂmwbﬂe.hamd.hemmﬂm
cramps and aches and in his legs
and a numbneas in his , toes and
the bottoms of his feet.

Since 1983, his wife complained, he
had shown no interest in sexual rels-
tions. *‘I just have had no sex drive,” he

Hehad dug 2,4,5-T with a trowel from
a production vessel and some of the
had often contaminated his
clothing, which he wore home, he said.
His da , Ramona, who sat be:
side him, had dark rings dotted with
pim lﬂ?&b{m.ﬁmm
scars and large
tu!esbe!ﬂndheralgm. pus
h;;smmguy:mehemcumbmm
daddy’s lap before he could change
L A e e aaty
" e a - '“
Mre. Stover sald. ‘'She has s
trouble, too, and it seems like she's
Ways expecting something bad to hap-

Baughman 'in preparation for a 1978 o i StOVer, who said she had under-

Harvard University doctoral disserta-
tion, produced results diff with , said she attributed her own preb.

operations for cancer of the blad-
lem to contact with her husband's work

workers exposed clothes, ,
ot in the 1949 ac-) “aqe. Phillips, 70, who'complains of ex-

comp
emmg treme sensitivity to cold and of breath-

house with automatic controls that
cold, pelpable and tender liver, loss of
sensation in the extremities, demyell. regulate heat and humidity.

nation of peripheral nerves, fatigue, m‘d%yeg m, here, here, here
insomnia, in coe

nervousness, irritabili

loss of 1ibido and

A Cht

physician com. m

Mr. Smith had told reporters of at least

ts, & former worker wha suffers
gmpmblemulmihr the{rs but has tobe bladder cancer and heart disease.
re-

17 operations to cut c

suff, R mmmmemuubwl 3“:‘;
they reported SYmP- | egg,” besald.

sion and medical I'm satis.| DUt all three, each of whom complained

flod.” said Mr. Miller, whose prob-| of aches, and numbness

lem, he eald, have Included cancer of| 483 not to be identified.

the bladder and muscular tension, *'I'd| One of them, describing a on

never sus them, " process, said he had 245T on
workers thataneffsctof | trays in ton for

prepana drying
smoothing the layers with his bare

For working with the herbicide, he
said, employees received extra pay of 4
:&Pb;nmdr union ‘e calle pegot
T'l‘tﬂ."bﬂd_ . e called it the

He was unablo to sleep more thana
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VIRGINIA

Roancke
L ]

The Monsanto
chemical plant at Nitro, W. Va,
Below, Donald B. Stover and his
wife, Virginia, at their home in
the town. Atright, James R,
Phillips. Mr. Stover and Mr.
Phillips worked at the plant and
say their health has been affected
by exposure to dioxin.




