Cctober 8, 1962

br. Kieffer Davis

Phillips Petroleum Company
Bartlesville

Cklahoma

Dear Kieffer:

I enclose herewith a somewhat hastily written (but not
hastily considered) memorandum of my interpretation of the

case of your Mr. -

I may not have included every small point that could have
been made, but I have presented a fairly complete clinical
anaiysis of the case., -1 have been influenced somewhat, in
the matter of my recommendations, by the attitude which you
expressed as the Medical Director of Phillips Petroleum
Company. I tend as you do, to lean toward a kindly and
generous disposition of such cases. In this instance your
employee has been misled by a physician who appears generally
to be competent, but who knows nothing about lead poisoning
(except, of'éourse, that there is such & disease). Your
Company is at a disadvantage in dealing with such a situation.
.However, in my view, you should explain the matter to the man;
after dealing with his problem as generously and effectively
as possible, and then see to it that a watch {clinigal super-
vigion) is maintained of his future course.

This case is typical of a fair number that come to my attention

of which the prominent feature is that of mishandling at the
outset. The only means of heading these off lies in their initial
handling by experienced and knowledgeable' physicians in industry,
who know where and how to obtain the right information promptly.
It is important to recognize in this and in many other instances
of alleged occupational illness, that the diagnosis is not made by
a sleight-of-hand trick in a laboratory, but by the proper use of
a laboratory by a physician consultant,

Just to save time for both of us, I am sending a bill to cover the
cost of this professional service.

Sincerely yours,

RaK:ss ' Robert A. Kehoe, M.D.

Epclosure: 4 copies of Memorandum,
Bill of costs.
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Revicw snd Interpretation of
the Reeords in the Case of

4n Feployes of i h

131ps Petroleus Company

Toe reviow of the svallable indoreation hes led fo & fewiing of
deep diesatisisotion,in that the diagnosis arrived ot was alzont certainly
incoprsst ,while no other oo zpt disgnosis can Lo substantiatod,

With rospest to the disgnosis that was zede -~ that of isad
intoxieation - not &_ﬁingiﬁ ciinznﬁl eriteyion for such o Glagnosis waae
fwifillied. It iv to e repenbored and stressed, that the disguosis of
ieud pulsoning i0 e oo clinical groumds L.9,., ob the rucogaition of &
chaxagtepiatic syndross. Re audh aynorome es Dol olaerved or desoribed
in this onse,

1. There was oo history oF 5 sighkificant cegree Qikﬁﬁﬁuﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬂal
= 3F GtheP ~ w@podurs to lead., The oopoertwuniiies for tho absorption of
isad a9 Jdeseribed wero trifling and ig the qyéniﬁtativ& avnse asgligible,
The lzad-contsindng wuteriale bandled by this =aa ave ingapable of being

a%gﬁrb@é tﬁr&ggﬁ t&ﬁ shing sxposuae Ly inhslaticn, a%iie higted at, was
: purely theoretical and of no practicsl significencer; the ingestion of
leud, hecavse oF unclownly babits, zight bave besn <f gome signifigabes
if 4% hed ocQurred constantly, i.¢., regularly, but it was not, ang so
nuet be dlsuispod ﬁ@’@§~higﬁl§ inprobable siguiiicance,

2, The syaptoss and physical sizns were certaindy not

w3

characteristic of lesd puisoning, but were vague, upeonvineing and
inconstant, There wss Do oulic suggestive of lead colie, Do supgestive
diguative disturbante, Lut Pathor & vague tyee of iagigestion that had
coeusred oiff and an-ﬁur vears, witheut ¢efipttive or sgute epinvdic unset,

The neurclogical picture was wfually uncortain in 1tz type, origin and
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ApPerent sresence in a small” speciven of néina, of a pelatively nigh
congentration of lvad. Such @ finding ks never « justifigution for toe
glughosie of lewnd polisoning, «8d in this instance, asseclated gw thia
fitding ia, with noe description of t4e sanaer of saspling the urine and
with no Indigatich of the ¢linical or technical compstence of the analyst,
this single result cannot be takon aeriously. (It zcoms Likely that

the physician in charge of the ¢linieal investigation of uy, PMoree's
ilinges was generally competent. It iz equalliy appapent, Irom the record,
that he had no Jaoiliarity with thé eiintcul probles of lead poisontng.
This s net & 3&r1&$a eritician of the physician, byt it iz & fungancatal
igsue in Qonnsetion with both the diagnosis snd the therapy, which wers
2t denlt with progerly. The analyois of one sacple of urine is utterly
inadequate in such 4 Cake, [OY soveral reasonsy the biood shauld have beoh

anelyzed, The thevapy of lead polsoniug by the adeiniustration ol
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towers “deleading” by the oral adsinistration of the cholating agent

esodion-Calotun Versenate.

ﬁmrz.

Tht foreseing dlstussion indicates the weakuusa of the
Sisgoosia of leng colzoalng Iroe the ¢liznical and physioiogical
viewsoduta, It Jdoes aob, howeever, digpese of the practical problem
pregented by the ialiﬁwzﬁg factas

ie S5 dlagnosis of load polsoning hes boen sude, abd while
it has net, 408 cannoct now e substantiatod, it 48 o satter of roecurd.

Be  Ho otuer plausible of convincing diagnusis has oven
" nade, The wmeking wod substontiation of the correct alagacsic will
requl Fe further clinical investigation and the deterzination of the
submeguent course of this men's 1iiness, It is ifwprobable that it
aes run 3%e cuurge; it is bighly probable that it will dovelop fuxther
oF continuy &2 & LTypw of persistont, oF porbaps slowly progressiog
pisability. This is net a well uan, but s &&ranxaally-izz wan, who ¢id
29t have lend poSsoulng, in wll likellhood, and who, therefore, camnot
e oxpeched Lo resover froa losd polsoning and thus overcose his ili&ﬁ@m.

2. It i@ probably fspossible, at this time, éartainiy, o
dizprove the oviginal disgoosia.  inly tiaw can De cxpected to clarvify

the disgnoetic issue,

Fegonmendation.

Toe Seat outoony of this case, Iyvom the asuect of the weliare
2f @ dogerving swployse (30 b in deserving) of rhillips DPetroleus Corgoration,

in o reselve (he eeononis lssuss in the siaplest possible saaner, sod to
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vaGerteke to oaploy thte =an in & productive Job, This can be done

Ly a ppesentastion of the fuots, without coatosting the swarding

of vongpunsation, o the basis thal the sequetwe of ovents ad Iagts Lave
maiie 4t fspossible fo dispel the Jdoubt as to the disguosis, Sueh o

disponition of the sresent issse wiil seke it podsible to fellow the

future courss ¢f thisz san, while giving him svery hops of recovery and
rebabiiitation,

I thin wive & case fovoelving o Jdangeroug and goatly precedent,
it shoulkd i awntasﬁﬁﬁ Lo the wlfisate end. Under present Circussiaadus,
aid dn vlew of the purposed obd pelicies ol (hillips Petvoleusm Company
RE relution to Lis ssployess, 3 gentler progedule soens o be indicated,

Inaseuch fe the issus of vccupational lead podsoning bas Lesa '

. N
raduod, it scens likely that sisdler cases will Lo srosonted., It would
S oudvissbleo, Lharefore, LY and whenh 6 oune of Lliness wCours which wifers
tads popusibiiity in the Judgment of dilips sedical stali, taak samplis
¥ Liovod and §?in& be obtained for snaiysis at onoe, snd that theug be
bandied and ssalysed 10 Such & pGone?, andey the responsibility of the
Amaical ﬂﬁgaétﬁenﬁ, that no doubt can bo entertained with *espect ¢to the
siguidicance of the occupationsl exposure to lead, It is ilkely that,
aiter the lapue of aonc Liwe, this situation will have cled 2 netural Jdeath,
12 it be ascertained that no signliicant type of owcupationsl cxposure $o

Leng exioti.

Gbert A, Leboe, S, . OAFSCLOY .

Fros Tav detteging latoratory in fhe Departzmont of rroventive Nediciue
wid Endustrial Healinh, Colloge of Bedicine, Unfversity of Cinginnati.
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FOR:

THE KETTERING LABORATORY
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
EDEN AND BETHESDA AVENUES
CINCINNATI 19, CHIO

October 9, 1962

rinillips Petroleum Company
Bartlesville ‘
Qxlahoma

Attention: Dr, Hieffer Davis.

Report tion of the case
of Hr, by Dr. Robert A. Kehoe.
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