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Alton Rlakeslee
AP Seiance Writer

NEW YORX (AP) ~- Medical specizlists pointed a strong finger
of suspicion roday a:t asbestos as a cause noet only of lung cancer
but 2lzo of another excremely vrare ferm of fatal humar :tancar.

This cancer, kngwn as messthelio=a, involves the lining of the
abdcainel and chest caviznies,

Huch af the speciszlists' evidenea comes from autopsy studies
of men working with asbestos as an insulacien matazial.

They said it also is possible tha: dust frem products conrain-
ing asbhestos might ba exposing pecple generally to some risk of

cancers. How mueh risk there might be, they said, they could nosx
teil.

Relegse RDust

Asbesces is used not only for insulaticn burc as a flooring

mataerial, in sutsmobile brake shaes, and in many other applications.
. Qrdinary weay and teay, they said, might release dust incto the
at=osphace.

The vepezt w2t gresanied to the American Public Health
Associziion by Drs. Irving J. Selikeff and Jagobd Churg ¢f cthe Mount
£inai Pospital, New York, and €. Cuylez Hazmond, Se¢.D., dizector of
statiscical research fox the American Cancer So:ie:y. Dr. Hec= “ad

is known for his studies of c.gare:.e saeking in relatienship to
lung cancer,

Asbestos is a mineral, magnesium silicase, snd abeut 3 172
=illion tons of it ave used worldwide each year, they said. In
1935, werldwide usage amountad to abous 500 tons, the reszavchers sgid.

winy, hard particles of asbestos can leodge in the lungs during
mining, precessing and applicariaon of agbestoes+containing macerizls,
or possibly from dust palsed Through normal wear, they said.

"Ye had previously found that lunz cancer and possibly gascoo-
inrestinal ¢cancer were markadly increassd in incidencge ameng asbestos
insulaction workers," they said.
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Inewpase Noted

Now cthey 2lso £ind a markedly high increase among such workaers
of =esocikeliona, 3 cancery zo vare it is not classed separacely as
a cause of death in the imternasicnal classificacion of diseases.

AS @ price exazple, they veparted fimding 10 deachs due te this
form of cancer in 3 study of 307 deaths ameong New Yozl and New Jersey
buitdinz cwades union zenbav®s engaged in using asbesses ac least
ozcasionally as an insulacion mamerial,

By cantrast, this form of cancer was found to be the cause of
€eath saeng only three out of maye than 30,000 autopsies in a study
&f czhe general population spomsored bty the American Cancer Soaiegy.

Other Studies

Orher studias showed a high incidence not only of lung canger but
mesochelicias among parsens whe had asbestes particles in theiz lungs
a2t the tize af their deaths, they said.

"Iz would appear that smesgqthalicma =usc be added co cthe
neoslastic (cancey) risks of gshessos inhalation and joins lung
gances (33 out of 307 deaghs) and probably cancer e¢f che ste=ach
and colen (3% of 307 deachs) as 2 significant complicarion of such
indusiTisl exposure in the Uniced Sxzates," their report said.

The cancers may not appear until 20 to 30 years after ashescos
dust Is inkaled or swallowed, they said. Since the particles do
nes dissolve, Lhey fay rtexain in body tissue as a concinuous source
thar migat ineite yltimasce canger.

I . Hezmond said ome werry is wvhether @ few or even 2 single
past exXposuze might skt the stage £ov cancer. Re said this {z a
ma=tar calling for @eo:2 Teseazch.

Taking precavtions to aveid breathing in asbestos dust is a
main protecticn for induszzrial werkers, he and Dy. Selikeff said.
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