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On April 3C, 1981, & visii was =ade Lo Flexiteilic CGusret Coumpany, inc.
in Deer Parr, Texas to c¢valuute wOrker ¢xzporure to asbestcos at the

vinder and slitting operaticus. Survey procedures involved Lhe collecztiorn
of air sa=ples &{n the vorkers' breathing zone at several of the abeve

operations.

The survey wag conducted by Kim R. Young, Loss Prevencion Consultarn.-
Tndustrial Hypiene. The survey was discussec with Mr. Kenneth Ciz: .,
Plant Manager.

HEALT:H BAZARD IDRWTIF1CATIC

At the tize of the survey tihe exposure of those workers siipiec wah CURLrolie
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Durany & previous industrial Bygiene survey, it was observed
that oethods of huniling asbestos dust could be improved upon.
Even though existing levels at that time were within the
standard, recommencdations were submitted due to the potentially
sarious healcth hazard wvhich extensive expcsure to asbestos

presents.

A Jocal exhsus: sysivc has now been installed on the slitcter
machine. It is icpertant to remember that the closer the
exhaust is to the nperation being performed, the more efiective
the dust control. Also, overloading the exhaust system can
decrease its eff{jcivacy. it was jindicated that cthe dust inhac
is not captured by the exhzust is vacuumed, not swept, {ror
the table ané¢ floors. =

Employees should be discouraped {ron using sir hoses {or
clcan up purposes as this can cause asbestos dust that is
present to be dispersed into workers' breathing zones.

i.oss Prevention Consultunt
Industrial Hygicne
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SURVEY DATA

Equipmunt: MFA purscnal sampling pumps anc Ni]ﬁipore vLCuu,
puzp witi, nillipore type AA filcer paper in open
facecd plastic cassettes,

Mechod of Coliectivn:  Alr was drawn tarough the filter paper
at a owasured {lov race mornitored by
fiow meters. Air contaminants depositec
on the filter paper were analyzed for
asbestos.

Method of Analysis: Counting under phase-conirast microscope.
Recommended Control Level: 2 fibers per millilyters (fibers

greater than 5 microns in length
counted) as a time weighted average

exposure.
e
SAMPLE RUE -~ fiber
NUMBER VOLLME LOCAT 10X ASBESTOS/mil1l::

1 65 mir. OBZ-on operator of the
o )/min. large hydraulic winder
1301 #5 while winding asbestos 4]

~ strips onto gaskets.

2 62 cin. OBZ-on the operator of the ND
2 1/=in. © swall clectric winder f£11.
1241

3 60 mig. OBZ-on the operator of the ND
2 1/min, stall electric winder #7.
1201

4 50 win. Sune as 3 ND
2 ) /min.
1201

S 60 =in. Area sacple located 4 feet XD
2 1/nin. froz slitting muchine while
120 1 cutting 5" asbestos {nto sirips

6 55 min. O3Z-on the operator of the )
2 1'ein. eval vinder F8 (electric).
110 1

XD - Not decnctirle
03Z- Operator's breathing zene
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ASAFETYJAND:HEALTH
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2000 WESTWOOO DRIVE
WAUSAU, WISCONSIN 54401

s e

RS . San Thomss, Plmt Masager Jenuary 18, 1982
Flexitallic Caskst Company
131 Baller Placs

Selluswr, Newv Jersey 08031

! CONCIRNING 151 Reller Place . ,
C. Bellmeur, Bew Jarsey :
i
. MPORTED BY $S. Skmbik, envirvamental health eagineer; sad (
-- T — 8. ¥sorek, safety conssitans; es December 18, 1981
- . e
- Sen Themss, plant ssasger
.-

INRVIROWMENTAL NEALTH ESGINTERIC SERVICE

ORI

This survey was asdes st the request of Saa Thomas, plsat mssager, te
deteruise sirbetns conceutrations of asbestos fiders te vhich employees afu
teutinely axpesed during oermal production is the slicting, wiading,
preferning, and shippiag/recaiving areas. }

" 8tx air samples, feur parssasl sad twe f{ixed locatisa, wars collectad by
drewiasg breasthing goes air at s fixzsd rate by mesas ef calibdrated perseasl
sewpling pumps, through a 0.8 microu pere-sizsd sixad cellulese acstate
filter wounted ia three—piecs opesu-face cassattes. Asbestos fidars thus
eollectead wers subsequently countesd st our laboratory (AIRA Accreditationm’
Nembar }4) using phase coutrast illuminstios microscopy. The results are
showa is the sttached Table I, along wvith the curreat OSRA permisetible r
axposure lavel for chrysotile asbestos.

The cesulte show that the comcentracious of sitbotue ssbestos fidars wexre all
lass thas 235 percent of the curramt OSEA PEL.
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Thg r@pCr Covers ony CONCMions anc prac-
DCES ODSErved ANd CONSOeTed Al Me [ME O
g CBE. 1 & POt AIENORT 10 NCANE INET &y
POZErCS §/'E STOQUAIGY COMTONeC OF Ma! SLCN
CONCIIONS O GIECICRE MER! I8 (QCITEr~erTS
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N you have any wis OF Quenth con-
corning this report, write to R. £ Wewkinson,
Vice-Pressdont. Sotety & Health Services.

Cons, ‘3tive siiety ang hesxn- sereces are
v 30/ 1O B4 DOUCYROIONrS g we en-
COrEg® rou 10 CONMECT YOUr SIrviCIng safely
CONSL I Whe ever e Need srses
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¥ Jasuary 18, 1982

San Thomas
Nexitallis Caskat Company

The fellowing ebesrvations sni recomsendatises are preseated as & tesult of

this emtveyt .

f{. If further lowering of airborne ssbastos levels (s desired, comatdere~
tica sheuld bs given to increasing the effectiveness of howsekeeping im
the praduction arsa. The slitters, vinders, and prefovmar are all
low-epeed equipmsnt vhich would 30t de expected to gemarate axcessive
airberne lavels of coataminants. The msjority of the airberne esbestos
levels found weuld sppesr to be primsrily the result of employee -
ashility. Zseping work areas as fres as possidle of residual asbestas
wuld reduce the smowat reintroduced into swbient air by employes

WSkt .
lecal exhaust at each of the vinding and slitting sschises wuld b the
wsst effective and preferred msthod of cemtrolling asbestos imitially
raleased iate aabisnt air. From & cewt-effectiveness staandpoint,
the relatively low levels pressut, frequeat ues dwm‘:
other

cousidaring

EPA~filtered vacm equipmant would de almest as effective.

peodncer of such equipsent, ethar than WILFISK of imerica, is Amaticam
Leuipuent Corporation, 111 South Route 53, Addiscn, Lllineis,

o101,

20 &
ess Fred §. James and Company of Vaw York

————— e s~ — .
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TASLE I
CONCINTRATIONS OF AIRBORNE ASBESTOS
Nexitallic Gaskst Company

Belloswr, Maw Jersey
December 18, 1981

Sampls Pound OS®HA PEL(2
Buwber e Location Hbcn?cegtz thers/ce(l
3 Seatisa 2, tep of slitter
filing eabizst 0.14 2.0
2 Wrmtm
dapartmant, scale ares 0.07 2.0
3 Mader wachine susher
2327, eparator 0.16 2.0
4 Wader machine (EC),
' operatet g.22 2.0
S Preforust, eparator 0.32 2.0
¢ Sydraulic vinder, eperstor 0.1) 2.0

: (1) + Pibars/cc greater tham 5 wa - Aabeetos (iders par cubic centimster
1 . ef air greater tham 3 microws im length.

(€3] OSEA PLL - Parmissible Exposurs lLavel, Title 29 Code of Pedersl
Regulations, Part 1910, Subpart I, Sectiow 1910.1001, Asbastos.
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