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INDUSTRIAL HEALTE ACTIVITIES OF GOVERNMENT., J,
C. Tounsend. J. Indiana State Med. Assn., vol. 38,
25, 373-376 (0a., 1945).

Government shares with industrial management,
labor, and the medical profession the responsibility for
industsial health protection. The task of government
is to stimulate and initiate work in industrial health, to
carry on the basic research and surveys out of which
standards are formulated, and to investigate dangerous
plaat conditions and recommend remedial measures.
There are many agencies of the federal government
concerned with industrial health; this paper concerns
itself with two departments of the U, jted States Public
Health Service, the Industrial dygicae Division of the
Bureau of State Services and the Industrial Hygiene
Research Laboratories of- the National Institute of
Health.  The policy and approach of the Public Health
Service has been to aid industry in the solution of its
0¥ problems. Not until the passage of the Sodial
Security Act and the various state occupational disease
©mpensation laws was the backlog of information
Uvea practical application in industry. Increasing
Cacern for industrial hygiene and the wartime condi-
tions have made the role of these agencies and their
Bary pertinent sections and units more important and
Valusble. And one of the most important of these
%rvices has been to State Ageacies in the form of funds,
Personnel, and information. For the postwar period
%o of the many objectives need emphasis, the training
o more industrial hygieae personnel and the increase in
e basic research on new and proposed indnstrial proc-
€33¢s and materials —Weldon W. West,

T wap's DPACT AND INTLUENCE ON INDUSTRIAL
\oicnve.  C.D. Selbyond Eorl FoLuts. J. Indiana
Stete Med, Assn., vdl. 38, pp. 378-381 (0a., 1945).
World War IT found industrial medicine ready to con-

tinue its work in the rapidly expanding industries. Its
ranks were bolstered by the addition of a few practi-
tioners, many nurses and some lay technical aides.
This period has served to swell the importance of main-
tenance of health over repair of injury and to advance
the specialty in many other realms. The art of admin-
istration of a variety of personnel and the science of job
placemeats bave grown. Preplacement chest X-rays
and serology and mass health surveys have become
important parts of industrial medicine. Phases of pew
importance have been met and developed, such as;
Women in industry, long working hours, ailmeats from
repetitive movements, management of health, and re-
tumning war veterans. The need for staading orders for
nurses has been solved. Dermatitis, still the gumber
one industrial problem was fairly well controlled with
existing techniques, but demands more study. ~Acode
of ethics for industrial practice has been formulated
which coocerns among other things the problems of
non-industrial cases and refermal to private practice.
Periodic examinations and health education have
suffered relatively because of reduced time and person-
nel. However, the advantage of individual health
instruction has been made evidest Inspection of
cafeterias in industry was not new but has become of
greater stature in industrial health management. Like-
wise the consideration of the mental health of the work-
ers promises to grow in the future. Finally, the war
bas given industrial physidans the opportunity to
better their professiopal, industrial, and economic
positions, but at the same time has emphasized the need
for special preparation and tninhix:—deon W. West.

Inousteiar mYcuxnr. Irvisg R Tobershow. New
England J. Med., vol. 233, no. 15, pp. 437443 (Oct.
11, 1945).

This article is a review of recent developments and
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the nt -lman of totntional deficiency duiseases and

Ler nimmplams are suggested to meet the pro
nbed br Dr Riggin —Weldon W et
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THL DFROSTWINT DN NUTRITION AS FPOTECTION
ACADNST IXDUTTRIAL TOXICITY.  3fulbonk AMem Fund
Quertels. wd. 23, pp. 97-108 (Jan , 1945).

The impozace of edequate and well balanced nutri-
Uon on maxzzm work production, mental and physical
alertoess, povoas equilbrium, and general well being,
1snow well b”m, butits bearing on resistance to toxic

eavironmer: fas not yet been sufidently investigated
axd certaln dedactions must be made largc y by anal-
ogy. Thestdeductions have a certain amount of scea-
tific badg'cn:d iz azimal cxpcnmcnmt_on and certain
empincal evidence bzs been found in buman beings

Various paisons zre listed, with the physiological areas

afiected and the dietary factors needed for prevention
and treatmet: benml tnzitrote! uol, carbon tetra-
cLloride, bydononc azid, lead, mckel , carvon Lisulhde,
tetzachloromosne 20d selemium —Jnd Hyg Feund,
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FRITEIN BE EATEN DURING HOT WELATEZR?

Anenymex:  Nwrilional Obserzatery, ol 6, pp. 7-8
/7cr ican

2t thatthe specific dyvnamic
is g‘m;cr (l‘an that of carbobydrates
therefore, we should 22t Jess proteln

SYSTEAIC AND INFECTIOUS OCCUPATI

Discrssion av xopreN concEPTIONS OF INDUSTRIAL
LU™G pistases. Proc Roy Soc Med 1ol 38 ne 6,
Tuly, 1945).

Dr Suthmizad dismusses the developrmert of the
rolepraphic Cazmosls of industnal preamoacon 108,

and grves 2 scmmary of current koowledge of ther

eticlogy and @mam:s The two most umportant
ave asbestor 22d shieos’s, of these, the second 1s the
more 1mporazt sinee the number of occupations in-
vonvng expass to dusts costaining free sihca (S:00) 15
very large Iz addition, exposure to dusts co:lzin;cg
cates or o sedbstances, with some free sikica, pro-
<uces efects Clenng from those of exposcre to free
Liner sziation or increased arhorizatio. by
N-ray seems o be the precursor of the classic nodular
s.licosis, the kox period of development of the latter
bears out thr pamt that the major factor in the prog-
posis of silherss k= £t the presence or deve! opment of
tubercnlosis.

Coal mine’s pzeumoconiosis has increased in fre.
Gquenty recezly becanse of the increased intensity of
exposure, 0 i DOW & compensable illness under the
defntion of pocimocomiosis as “‘fhrosis due to slica
cust o1 othe éost mad includes the cond.ton of the
lungs koown as dust reticulation” The clnical sig-
o.f5cance of ¢ retulation i Uil dogby! !, & more

ced phus wlates,
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edvarc oodu may be theresuit of class -
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SALT TABLETS IN HOT WEATHER OVERRATLD c

King. Food Fied Reporier, vol 13, pp. 28, 31 (Fet

5, 1945).

In a broadcast to China and the South Pacife uoge
the auspices of the Office of War Information
with the recent progress in nhmuoaal science
Lmtcd States, Dr. Eing said that jncreased coxns

a of salt in bot weather is of much less siznig 4%
than was formerly beleved The earler Teport o
upposed bezefits from extra calt were largely mg o

daq
in e

preted because thepainsthatwer cobserved were cagg
ci.edy by the increased nater x.‘Luc which the wa'i s
caused  The practice of giving salt tablets man ez
Gause nausea atd vom Ung About 10 grams of gb
per day, as suppled iz crdizanly seasoned foods &
adequate tomeet one's sceedsforalong period  Sevemy
cther felds of recent food research were also d oo, ssed,
"’\'f‘ ng the discovery that the pro nwu.u:.s x
people in h, lutudes, ag (=

Lept relatively low for ha
beghts —Ind Hyg Fousd

aviation

TUang e meet wdvanted fomm, e
cre Llross withy emphusermatoss bl'ae, hae bem
cwnbed (o s Leets Lothage ¢ cf Lymphatics vtk e

ve depesition in one area, (o coalescence of nodlle,
.Ad to assozated tuberculosss  The prognos s of ths

stage is poor.

Radioopague metallc dusts cause a fibrons wit
2pparently ne chinical slgmificance ualess there 1s 2500
&ted silicosis, ashestosis seems 1o be due to the sioe 257
sLape of the asbestos £bers rather than to any othe
faztor, since fnely ground 2shestos does not produce e
condition,

Dr. Fancett discusses the radiclogic classfeatioz o
L..c vanous luzg pictures seen 1n paevrmocosioss, 199

e dferential dagnosis of the varous stages Rado
opag.e dusts, such as hematite, cause a reticulat®
persisting Io~g after exposure has ceased; & more 3
vaaced stage of spparent nodulation is the cuef caveed
dBeulty in diagnosis of the condition, and is close’y
sizulated by miliary tuberculosis, secondary cardoo=a:
tosls, azd pecicillium infection, for mmp‘t Mo

advanced nodulation and the mass've £brosis of 5.LoosS
may be simulated by tuberculosis, carcinoma, broncd
ectasis, and various mycoses, calefied lesions may S5°
gest by datid or chondroma.
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\-rays demonstrating that the reticulation seen in the
nogs of bematite miners is due only to the hematite
dust, and not to fibrosis, that large-sized nodulation
eccurs only in the presence of tuberculosis, and thatany
sbrosis occurring in the lungs of bematite-miners isnot
rated to the total amount of silica or hematite in the
togs—B. H. Landing.

$1LICOS1S IN FOUNDRIES OF NAVAL GUN YACTORY. E.M.
Riley, R. W. Butler and S. Goren.  U. S. Naval Med.
Bull., vol. 44, pp. 653-659 (Marck, 1945).

Io May, 1944, at the United States Naval Gun Fac-
tory of the Washington Navy Yard a survey on 842 em-
ployees of the steel and nonferrous foundries was made
for the detection of silicosis and tuberculosis.  Eighteen
ases of silicosis were found, 15 of stage 1, two of stage 2
10d one of stage 3, an incidence of 2.12%,. Thirteen
ases of tuberculosis were discovered, an incidence o
1.54%. Within the past three years various protective
reasures have been instituted. Their efficacy is at-
tested by the fact that present dust counts average
approximately 63%, lower than previous figures. It is
thought that although the silicosis hazard in the Navy
Yard Foundry bas not been eliminated, it bas been
appreciably decreased, and the likelihood of the develop-
zent of new cases or further aggravation of existing
ases in these foundries is minimal—From cuthors’
summory.

THE USE OF ALUMINUX IN SILICOSIS CONTROL. Jrring
R.Tobershaw and Bernard D. Tebbens. Indust. Med.,
tol. 14, no. 9, pp. 709-711 (September, 1945).

At present, inhaled aluminum is the only medication
known to give relief to silicosis. Both finely divided
retallic aluminum and amorphous bydrated alumina
are used. They localize in the lung, neutralize silica,
and therefore prevent further pathological processes.
The inbalation of aluminum bas a very prolonged effect
ard has no toxic reactions except that it may lower the
body’s defense to tuberculosis.

Aluminum should be used therapeutically in all those
men exposed to silica dust, diagnosed as having silicosis,
or diagnosed as pre-silicotics, and even those with in-
tive tuberculosis may be treated if kept under rigid
observation. Aluminum may also be used prophylac-
tically in those workers exposed to silica hazards. These
men should be examined and watched carefully as the
sefulness of such & program has not yet been fully
d'fertnined. Individuals with active tuberculosis,
Puimonary ailments, or advanced cardiac disease should
B0t be treated with aluminum. For & sucvessful pro-
gram the use of aluminum should bein charge of a quali-
Sed physician; injtial and periodic X-ray and physical
amination should be made to determine the need and
Tesponse to treatment, and the progression or recession
of the disease; and engineering methods for controlling
e environment should be continued.—Ehoood F.
Itdang, 1y, ’

ABSTRACTS 7

MEDICAL ASPECTS OF PARTIAL DISABILITY IN SILICOSIS.
George W. Wright. Transactions, Legal Section,
Ninth Annual Meeting, Indust. Byg. Found., Bull. no.
2 (Nov. 16, 1949).

Discussion of this subject is pertinent because of a
widespread interest in the problem on the part of the
legislators of several states.

Administration of the now existent total disability
law reveals certain difficulties which would likely be
magpified in an attempt to assess partial disability and
prove its causal relationship to silicosis.

Silicosis produces disability chiely by reducing one’s
capacity to breathe, hence limiting one’s range of physi-
cal exertion. Partial disability may be said to exist
whean this reduction is not totally disabling but is more
pronounced than is to be expected in view of the claim-
ant's age. The assessment of slight to moderate dis-
ability would be difficult because the range of variation
in the capacities of normal men is large and o methods
exst for accurately predicting what should be normal
for a given man.

To determine partial disability ia the zoce approach-
ing total disability would also be dificult because the
values for respiratory capacity that are characteristic of
total disability are not adequately defined Thereisa
zone of partial disability between these extremes which
is definable but to divide it into degrees would be to
assume a pon-existent discriminatory capagty.

To show a causal relationship between silicosis and
disability is often difacult even when the disability is
complete because the failure of other orgaas, such as the
heart and kidney, will simulate the symwptoms of dis-
ability due to silicosis. As lesser grades of disability
are considered, this problem becomes much more com-
plex because of the lack of methods to estimate ade-
quately the reserves of the kidoey and ardiovascular
systems.

The symptoms of respiratory failure due to silicosis,
of heart failure and in some respects of kidaey failure,
are all very similarand at times indistinguishable. The
fact that undoubted objective evidence (X-ray) of
silicosis precedes the earliest symptoms of pulmonary
failure due to that cause, while the earliest symptoms of
heart and renal failure nearly always precede unques-
tioned objective evidence of disease in these structures,
makes for a tendency to ascribe all symptoms in & sili-
cotic to the co-existent pathological process in the lung.
To do so0 is often erroneous and in mild degrees of disa-
bility this source of confusion would be very difficult to

overcome. .

The author believes that insufficient data exists at
this time to permit completely adequate administration
of partial disability law in silicosis. Avenues of inves-
tigation are indicated from which data might be ob-~
tained which would allow such a Jaw to be equitably
conducted.—Trudesu Found.
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