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r Doctor Kehce:

I am enclosing horewlth a letter and rencrt on
o
v

— recelved this morninge.
From the data in the report, iir. — aprears
to have died three days after the sudden onset of the acute
illness characterized by weskness, nausea, vomlbting, dysentery
and cyancsis. Certalin phases suggest intoxication with a
nltro compound but iz the absence of any stztement as to lir.
age or detalled hospital record, we can not exclude
even a cardiac decompensation,

I am sorry that we have no more infcrmaticn to forward
you at this time. It might be a gocd plan to have Ir. ilittnacht,
or rather have Durham get copies of the hospital record as well
s the pathologist's report, and investigate the types of gasoline
which he was dispensing. Apparently no attempt was made to

exanine the other Tilling station attendants who encountered
similar exposure to that of ir. It is something which

may ve of some value to us to consider doinge.

Very truly yours,
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Information was received at Denver, Colo., from iir. Zadrs, Sthyl Gaso-
line Gorporaiion Field representative, of the death of a Mr. Propr.
of the Fat Boy Filling Station, Colorado Springs, Colo. The death was rumored
to have teen due to exposure to Ethyl Gasoline.

L. A, .

Dr./Conway, the Internest in charge of the case and Dr. Ryder, the Pa-

thologist, were visited and the following information obtained.

On Thursday, Sept. 29th, Mr.q gpent the entire morning checking
gasoline punps. There were three non lead containing and one lead containing
gasoline pumps. More gasoline was thought to have been withdrawn from the
Ethy! pump than from the othere. The gseoline withdrewn from the Ethyl pump
vas estimated to have been 50 gallons. The proceedure coneisted of & helper
standing at the pumps watching the gagge while ir. tood over a five
gallon bucket checking volumns. The gasoline was then poured back into the
tank. This proceedure was estimated as having been done about ten times with
the Ethyl punp. This was done in the open on a hot day. ir .G becane
11 that afternoon and the assistant proceeded with the work on two or three
othsr pumps, one of which was another Ethyl pump.

Thursday evening Mr.‘was definetly ill with severe nausea and
vomiting and severe diorhea. This continued throughout the night and also
Friday and Firday night. Saturday moming ir. wae sen’ to a hospital
and was geen by a physician (Dr. Ccnway) at about noon, He appeared to te a
very large muscular man definitely ill with nausea and dierhea but with no
pain end no C. N. S. symptoms excepting possibly some lethargy. There was no
history of previous illness, the patient having been previously unusually
healthy and strong. There was no history of mental symptons associated with
P. I. ©Physical examination revealed nothing excepting ronchi at both lowere.
The heart was negative. No diagnosis was made but an acute gastro enteritis
due to food poinoning was considered.

A sinking spell was reported by Dr. Mullet Saturday afternoon. The
patient beceme week dyepnoeic and semi comutose. After this first sinking spell
the patient recovered sufficiently to say that he felt much improved end to
ask for food which waes denied him. Saturday evening a second sinking spell
occured. Dr, Conwey saw the patient at this time. Condition was simdliar to
first sinking spell and now there was an aghen grey color and severe cyanosis.
History of exposure had been obtained at this time and Ca was given { The time
relation of .the Ca therapy not accurately obtained) At this time there was
definite consolidation of both lungs at the basses. There seems to have been
no elevation of temperature previcus to this time. The patient died during
the second sinking spell. g

Autopsy was not done until the body was embalmed. There were no par-
ticularly significant findings. The only poirnts worth mentioning were the
repeated aention of the strikingly dark color of the blood, enlargment of the
liver and spleen, the rapid darkening (blackening) of the liver and spleen on
section; the fact that the cut surface of the liver and spleen (to a less ex~
tent} baackened strikingly on application of Azonium Sulphide. The lungs
showed striking congestion and localized consolidation, the localization of
consolidation being close together and only determined on sectidns. Atten—
tion was cédled to the granular black pigment in the lungs which was not theught
to be ordinary anthracosis. The G. I. tract was given little mention excepting
that they contained watery content. There was a large stone found in the gaul
bladder but bile was found in the stomach and no obstruction was thought to
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have existed. The C. N. S. was not examined. Anti mortem blood examina-
tion showed striking concentration of blood with Hb so high it could not be
read. Blood count not remembered by clinatian « no morphologic change observed.

A diagnosis of acute lead poinoning was made with no nention of the
type or possible source.

The pathologist feels rather definitely that this was 3 case of lead
poinoning. He feels that the proof will rest on the result of tissue analysis
he 1s trying to have done by Dr. Morris. He is unwilling to discuss signi-
ficance of exposure feeling that it is irrelevant. He is unwilling to send
tissues to Kettering Laboratory until Dr. Morris has made his report and until
he finds there can be no possible objection from any quarter.

The men at the Filling Station were interviewed. The Chéef Helper
is the checking proceedure had headachff, naueea and gevere diarhea during the
afternoon of the checking and later received intraveinoue C A therapy as proph-
ilactic treatment from Dr. Conway. He admits that his symptoms might have been
psychic.

The Widow was not seen as it was felt that any one representing the
Corporation should not appear to be on the defensive at this time. It was
learned however from the physicians in charge, that the case had been put in
the hands of an attormey of questionable reputation. The attorney however,
after finding that the widow had no money, advised her to let the ease drop.

Very probably nothing will j#f#d¥# come of the case legally. 1If
there is a report of lead being found in the tissues however, gome action
may result.
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