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FURNITURE REFINISHING

FEEN wintry weather calls o hale
to regular outside painting opera-
tions, many a painter will be able ta
cateh up on the interior work tor which
his customiers have been pressing him
for many months. Other contractors,
not so situated, once again face the an-
nual problem of what to do wich their
skill and time during a slack period
which may List for many weeks. These
painters might well consider the possi-
bilities oftered by furniture refimshing,
especially i those cases where the paint
shop is adaptable to this tvpe of work,
The market vor tuvoitare refinishing
is practically unbimited for those who
sense its possibilities. Homes are every
where, and all homes have turniture.
Much of this furniture has now been in
use for a considerable time and is some-
for wear. Furniture that
from apartment  to
apartment a few times may pet a bie
seuffed and peed fising up. Changing
decorative plans in interiors otten calls
for new colors and finishes oo farm
ture. Certain changes in color may he
needed to unity groups of odd pieces to
form a lairmonious ensemble,

In addition to this indour furniture
market, there s the teld of Lown, ter-
race, porch and garden furnitare of
wood, wicker, reed, ibre and metal o
consider. This type of furniture needs
sprucing up with paint and new color

what worse
has been moved

A PROFITABLE OFF-SEASON BU¢

every winter or spring, betog
hack into its usual service.
A valuable by-product of
ture fimshing business s th
nity it affords the painter t
on other work—daoing sonn
fess extensive interior or ext
Liter on. Contracts on sima
quently lead to biygrer thing
pamter’s skill and veliahilitg
lished with the home owner.
The man who goes into £y
finishing a slack
fysring on datngg w0 few o
and the Like tor a lionted
customers, may well find hiw
*_._\ __:m:ﬁ r:__:_.:. work m:
particulardy i he can fix up
handle the furniture eflicient!
Anmong the logical prospe
awre relinishtapg oy be list
churches, hotels, polf clubs an
Tables, chatrs and muomerous
of furniture in these huildin
paor shape because of el
and use. Some nstitutions
onn maintennce men o the
refinishing, Bue swhen this |
available the management sl
come a call from the painter
Some selling elfort is neces
beginning in order to line u
while valume ot rehinishing w
that the people for whom
fixed furniture tell others an
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coats required for finishing, all hear on
the cost. On some items the costs for
preparing, repairing and finishing would
be obviously higher than the cost of
buying a new piece. In such cases you
would not accept the job and would tell
the customer :._::

A shop set up for the refinishing of
furniture must be warm, dry, clean,
well-lighted and well-equipped i order
to do the work promptly and efliciently.
The arrangement will have to conform
to the size and shape of the room avail
able, of course, but the essentials are
shown in the shop plan on page 82,

a handy tool to
ishing shop.

c sander, or spinner,
have around the ref

gen is admitted, Thus, a fan in .::.
ventilator helps speed up the drying.

Old painted or enameled  surface
that exhibit scaling should he stripped
down to the bare wood to snsure having,
a sound foundation for the new finish.

One absolutely necessary first step on
all furniture that is to be refimshed s
to wash it well with naphtha, henzne
or white asoline (being caretul of hire)
to remove all trace of waxe Funntare
polishes usually leave @ wax coating on
which new coats of paint or vinish
will not dry properly.

Removal of old paint, enamel or var -
mish may be accomplished in severad
ways. Often the quickest way to get a
proper retimishing surface on table tops

Generally it s wise to divide one

nele

larpe room mte three sections.  One Dust must be kept out, of course, so s to employ & power driven helt
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This mimeographed circular, about letterhead

size, was mailed by a mid-western contractor

to a list of furniture refinisl . it
brought in considerable business.

you up. I it is possible to do so, 1t 4s a
good wdea to send our a price list to
prospects. Making up such a list calls
for caretul thought, however. One deti-
nite limitation to the price for refinish-
ing a piece of furmiture is the cost of
replacing it with a new piece. Right
now, and probably for some time to
come, replacement cost is not so much
a factor becanse of the scarcity of many
kinds of new furmiture, LFyven so, the
regular replacement price of any item
should be known and considered when
making up a refimshing price lise,

The Labor and material costs involved
i refinishing wost chairs of ditterent
types are moch alike, and the same s
true of tables and othee standard pieces.
The condition and preparation of old
surfaces, the necessary repairs such as
eluing ot Joints, and the number of
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would he used for repairs such as glu- {

ing, smoothing, stripping off old finishes,
and cleaning, “This section should have
a tool bench, shelves and cupboards for
tools and materials, and by all means,
a low bench on which to stand the chair,
table ar other picce being worked on.
A low bench of this type will save
enerpy and avoid a lame back.

The middle division s for painting,
scenishing and staining. While it may
be a bit smaller than the other two, it
should e lighter, preferably with a
skylight or electric hights of sulficient
brightess. A low turn-table on which
to place the piece being finished is nee-
essiry, as is also a paint mixing bench
with scales, tools, shelves and drawers
fur colors, Liquids and other materials,
This room must be well veatilated and
an exhaust fan s highly desirable,

The third compartment in the ideal
Livout is the drying section. 1t should
be as Lurpe as possible. 1t should have
heating devices that can wirm the room
to at least eighty degrees and, like the
panting roam, this one too should have
gond ventilating facilities,  Paints, var-
nishes and enamels dry by oxidation, as
vou know., When the air in the room
becomes suturated with the fumes of
dryving coatings, the dryving action s
slowed down uneil the old air is forced
out and o fresh supply with more oxy-

baMles or screens should be placed over A dise sander, also called a spinner, is

the openings where air comes .

A word about repairs. Tt is generally
wise to agree to make minor repairs on
furniture, such as gluing loose juints,
tacking down loose stramds of fihre or
cane on wicker chairs, adding new
kuobs, recovering scats with artificial
leather, cte. Of course, such vepairs
add to your costs and must he :r..:._.._
in your price, as would extra decorative
touches such as stenciling and the appli-
cation of decalconumia designs.

Taking up  refinishimg  operations,
preparation of surfaces naturally comes
first. It rarely s necessiry to remove
all the old couting right down to the
waood except on table tops. Furniture
having a “natural” finish or a stain or
‘arnish coating usually presents a sound
surface to paint over, after careful
sanding to remove ploss and surtace
scratches. Deep seratches or dents and
old finishes that are badly chipped or
cracked need more drastic trearment,
of course. In these cases the surface
should be stripped down to the stain at
least. The point ta keep in mind is that
all the old materiad need not be re-
moved except where it is in ._:_.__ shape.
Simply  sanding and putty-fitling wmay

level the surface suficiently for painting.

as effective as the belt sander but the
circular plate sands across as well as
with the pgrain, thus sceatches that
lett by the disc must be remaved by
working with the belt machine or by
hand, when the new finish s to be vin
nished natural wood or a color stain,
I'hese seratches are of no concern when
the finish is to be paint or enamel.
Stripping off the old finish with o
liquid or paste remaover s satisfactory
too, but takes longer than with o sand-
ing machine, Hoa wer remover s used,
however, the resulting sludge  should
not be removed with a scraper. Itois
better ta take a wad of Number 3 steel

Furniture refinishers find this portable belt
sander useful in removinyg old finishes.
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wool, dip it into a very strong Gold-
Dust-hot water solution and scrub off
the sladee with that. Water should not
be sed on veneer surfaces, however, as
it may soften the glue used for bonding.
With the furniture cleaned, sanded
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and otherwise properly prepared, the
actual retinishing can be done. For a
paint finish on wood from which the
old finish has been removed, start with
a rather thin priming coat made by re-
ducing Dutch Boy Soft Paste White

J.ead with turpentine. Aflow this coat
to dry hard, then apply a coat of good
quality  hard-drying prepared  enamel.
Frequently the furniture must be given
only two coats tg come within the price
limit. VFor the finest type of work, how-
ever, the :.__:7_::r would consist of a
white lead priming coat as noted, 2
bady coat of enamel undercoater and a
finish coat of emumel.

1f the furniture is to be given a var-
nish finish, once the old coating has been
removed, apply a first coat ot stain
follow with two coats of varnish, with
proper drying intervals hetween couts.
Sometimes a coat of varnsh stan fol-
lowed by a coat of clear varnish pives
the finish desired. Teois always a pood
plan to give a varnished surtace, and
some painted or enameled surbaces, a
coat of auto bady wax 1o protect it

If the refinishing of school  desks,
hotel furniture, and the like s dane on
a real volume basis, special apparatus
such as barpe wood or metal tanks can
be rigged up, with a steam coll for

For every mile he

ab|

heating, and filled with two or three
hundred gallons of hot lye solution (a
pound of lye to the gallon of water),
for quick and efficient removal of old
finishes. Ol coatings come off in an
hour or so after immersion in the tank.
The furniture then is thoroughly rinsed,
allowed to dry and then retimished.
Metal furniture nsually has not i
i rust- _:.:.::T _.;__:a.q .._._._:.._ to it hy
the maker, so refinshing jobs on metal
picces uswally call for the removal of
rust as well as the old paint coating,.
When the metal has been made clean
and heght, apply o poming coat of
Dutch Boy  Semn Quick Dirving Red
Lead and foltow with the other pant
or enamel coats sugpested for wood.
A cardinal principle in any and all
furniture refinishing is to produce o
smooth, tough, -hard finish. Smaooth, so
the finish will loak wwell; taugh, so gt
will not chip, crack or deat asily; haed,
so that the piece can be sat upon, 11 a
chair or bench, without danger of sticki-
ness or of paint coming off on clothing,

CLE SERGER ADVERTISES BY THE MILE

drivas this tcusk, Jacod Berger, Olyphant, P
of publicity for his business and for his favorite h:and of goods, Dutch Soy. In the course of its
L-: duties, & painter's truck runs us 1

. painting contractar, gets a lot

and is b d to be seen by many

'S l... loqi!‘ makes the most of this excellent sadvertising opportunity by kesping his truck
woll painted and plainly identified,




