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ASBESTOS DUSY YA INLION

Attached to this letter is a proposal for a Company-wide
Conforence tou discuss the health aeffects of inhalation of
asbestoe and tho means of measuring and controlling the hazards,
This letter is an invitution to you to attend the conference and
to arrange for attendance by all persons in your department vho
have a need Lo kuow about tliese wmatters,

There aro several roasons for arvanging this conference at
this time,

The following quotation illustrates the concern that exists
in industrial medical circles: (1 :

"mith the increasing usc and indispensability of asbostos
nincrals, there has come rcalization of soma very real
hazards that must be bettor dofined and controlled,
Prosont standayrds for dust control do not appoar adoguate
to provont asbestosis over a working lifeotime, and many
sogments of industry ayyressively uttacking the problam
VDava Avoady boean wsinyg mere vigotous slamdasds, the
ancucialiong botvacon aubouton Rinceals aind wallgnanelou

(1)Asycsggg ag a Hoza d'to Heultkh Pact and Speculatio
W, C, Coopar. areh, Laviroumental lealth 23, 2uU5-290
(Supi., 1207). .




7

y

AEBESTOS DUST INIAIATION
F'ebruary 2, 1v70
Page 2

0050

of tho lungg, pleura, and peritcnews have bocome
increasingly convincing, Current efforts nust be
directed toward better definition of the importance
of type, size of fiber and the importance of
co-iactors,”

At you wall appreciate, asbestos und asbestos products are

‘widely vsed within the Du Pont Company., There has been 2 lack

of a urified program for the appraisal of dustinens and for
controlling the inhalation of asbestos, Now there is an
increased incerest on the part of governmental agencics in all
aspects of occupational hiealth and safety, Last yocar nov regu-
lationg were publiched under the vialsh=Healoy Public Contracts
ret wnd o ooart of thece roegulations includos the adcption of
ghe limice ror conuentracion of usbestos dust in the air, In
wddition to chic action there was pruposed in Congress, during
the lost scccton, that a federal aclk should regulate the
cuounte of contaninants that occur in the air in work places.
ywhisv Logislabion failed of puscage, but undoubtedly will couwe
again boferc Conyress and it lu anticipated by persons in the
hoelih pyoteciion field that there will be federal legislation,

Concerning the videspread use of asbestos in the Du Pout
Company, it is a fact that in chemical processing asbestos is
almost ubiguitous., It occurs in insulation for vesscls and
pipelines. 1In the past, and continuing to the presoni,
asbeostos hins been a commonly used insulating material. Insu-
lating material that is purchased is fabricated within shops
on Du Pont plants, is installed, and eventually is removed,
Removal of old insulation as in demolition way present a riok
of encountevring types of asbestos that arc not commonly used
toduy, including crocidolice vhich is acknowledged Lo be pax-
ticularly dangerous with respect to the causation of meso=
thelicma (a type of cancer), Lesides its use in insulating
material, asbostos is also purchased and used as an additive |X
materinl to porform special fuactions in some producty,

Attendance ot the Confevence will not be limited in
numbers provided you will inforwm us in advance of the numbers
£yom your depariment wiio will abtend oo that arcangoements may
be made, :

It is anticipated that thero will be some cxpenses involved
in arranging the Conference and in obtaining the best possible
scientists for the program., Haskell Laboratory will have to ask
that the costs be horne by the departments sending participants
in u monner similay to the rogistration fecs for any profossional
conluzrauce,
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in deciding upon participation by repraschtatives of your
dopartment wa would urge that unycnc who needs to have a good
underscanding of this problem and hiovw to handle it in orxder to
fulfily che obligationy of the depariucnts and plunts should
huve i upportunity to attoend,

1t iy soguested that prompt attention be given tu this
matter so that in ghirty days we way have the names of prospec-
tive attendces, M date hay not been chesch yet, but we expect
o ayrange to hiold the Conferonce NO WOXo than sixty days from
now., ‘whe date will be given you as ccoun as it can be fixed,
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