September 24, 1973

s, Jary C. Lerjer, Librarian

Perro Corporation .
cindeal Cuanter

f30U Last Pieasant Valley Lcad

Iodepenacnce, Oiio 44131

Year s, Berger:
I. yesponse to your tetter cu Ceptesber L8, 1873, I wust ici you khi.ow, {ivst
oi ald, wav I am 10 ionger itie Lirector oi Hetteriug iaburatory, .aaving relired

several years 230, The preseat Lizector is haynond L. SuSdinu, M.0,

sLill worlk at tae Laboratery, wowever, and I Lave Goue iy Lisl Lo sBuCi dh
swer (o your request 10r Teporxrts or reprials wWLilC. weaa witi tue sbscrvatiou

vesbers of the gtafi on the extrucilon ol leau Lrova glozcd cerumic surfaces,
I vwas unable to find but one repcrt (which I am enclosiug) ia our library, and
Toam coustrained Lo believe inal LhauSe Wele Jrivate repolis waich were Lot

prklisied, brcause ol thellr luch oi sudlabie or siguiiicant luscrmatioi,

I osirall Lerl you, aowever, seaellhiiag of the siguriicaunce of the wWork wounie au
3 3 o =]
tiie laboratory at ny request, on this unatter, I's airald I can aceept Lo
o 2
responsibility for asytalng else whicn Ras ween wone, wnG i@ belleve Laat

wialevery was one, provided 1iltle acditional useliul ilutormation,

The yroﬁlcm ol the lead iun the glazes on ceramic ware lies in the fact that tne
mzuaufacturer nas wol always submitted thue articie i guestion to a sufliciently
Ligh temperature to couvert all of the leaw (in the Lreseunce of ample guanitities
cf gilicate) to the silicate., Tails is likely Lo te the cuse ia the proauction
of "mat” finisnes on pottery - a Lype of glaze which is preferreu uiten py
artists, Uauer these circumstances, tie jlaze gocs partially into solution in
acidic foods and salad dressings, aund sucn cerunic warc useu with sufficient
freque.:cy in the housenold aas induccu cuases of loud puiszsoniiy amonyg those wio
use such ware. It is a very siimple matter to glaze pottery ian such a manner

as to vvost tidls situation, ana iundustrial tecauology is adequate generally Lo
accomplish this purpose. The main trouble is that 'art’ pottery may ve
fabricated by artists without the benefit of sound technologic knowledge, advice,
and supervision, plus the fact that some manufacturers, it seems, have no (or
inadequate) anowledge or concern about umattexs of public health.

Cordiaily yours,

Robert a. Kehoe, M.D.
Professor Emeritus of
RAK: wb Cccupational Nediciue



