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TO: ALL CLASS A MEMBERS

SUBJECT: LEAD IN PAINTS -- Senate Hearings ond FDA Action

In my “Immediote Action” lerter of Februory.15, | indicoted that the Food ond Diug
Administiation was moving toward o 0.05% leod standord for paints because, amang
other recsons, it was felt that the paint indusiry hod Foiled to moke cleor why leod

is needed in its products and the impact thal on immedicte ban on lead would hove

on the industry ond its products. Since my letter there have been some new develop-

ments. Lzt me bring you up te date:

FIRST, the Senote heorings on S. 3080 (to amend the Lead-Basad Paint Poisoning
Pravention Act, in port by setting on arbitrary 0.06% lead level in points) have been
rescheduled. Instead of February 24, they ore to be held on Mondoy ond Tuesdoy, -
March 8 ond 7, 1972. To meke every effort 1o see thot owr indwiry gets a fair shoke
in this most-imporiont hearing, we are preporing a strong stotement ond ore lining up
witnassas from both in ond out of indusivy.

WHAT YOU MUST DO, if you have not done so clready, is wiile or coll your own
Senctor, porticularly if ha is 0 member of the Senale Commirtes on Lobor ond Public

Welfare or o sponsor of the bill. (Their nomes, oddiesses end tnlephone ~rroa:s e
oftacheu). /i sl:ould urge them to consider these importont paints:

1. The need for more research to determine the critical leod Jevel above
which deied peoint film moy truly be considered hazordous. (There is
proctically no dato aveilable on the hazords of certain leod compounds
as port of dried paint film. )

2. The need for ond essenticl uses of lead compounds in paint products
todoy. (Obviously, the impact on your own company, il the use of
these compounds ware piohibited, would most impress yowr Sencror. )

3. The need for a recsonable period of time (up ro two yearsj for our entite
indusiry to convert to substitutes fer leod driers, if this is found to be

necassory.

4. The economic hardship our industry can, ond will endure if an unreason-
oble standord for leed is coupled with an unrecsonable 1ime for complionce.

5. The fact thet the Deportment of Heolth, Educotion ond Welfore is right
now gathering avidence with which to estobliisth o standed for lead. Such
work should not be undercut by a legislative stondord issved even before
this wock is completed ond il of the facrs are in.
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SECOND, and oport from tha legisiative hearings, the Food and Drug Administration has taken new
action: It hos published @ Novice in the Federal Register (on February 19, 1972) gnrirled “Paints
ond Other Surface-Coatings Conlaining Heovy Matals -~ Request for Data. " This is on officiel
FDA action 1equesting paint manufacturers to volunteer odditional facts regording the use and need
of leod and cerrain other heavy metals in paint ond related products. The Notice (enclosed]
requests the following data: (1) the amount of the nomed heavy metals found in each product
onalyzed, 12) whather the heavy metals were intentionolly odded, (3) the reason for such oddition,
ond {4) o cuirent lobe! for each onalyzed product. The FDA DEADLINE 1S APRIL 7.

We recognize thot much of the 1equasted data is not readily availoble ond could not, In some cotes,
be gotherad in time to meet the FDA deadline. Also, we ore owore that the request covers o wide
range of both products ond mgudmm ond, porticularly, thot the cost fof analysis of eoch would

be prohibitive to most companies. If these problams moke it impossible for your company 10 1espond
to this requast, you should 5o indicate to FDA. If, on the other hand, you con provide this data,

| recommend thot you respond to the FDA request 1o the extent practicol, even though this is not

o mandalory requirement. The information you submit should be sent directly to the Food end Drug
Administration (Buweou of Product Sofety, 5401 Westbard Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland 20016), with
a copy to the Assaciation.

THIRD. My letrer of 2/15/72 indicated NPCA needed to have the following information to assist |
industry in this vita) issue: i
1. The kinds of lead ingredients (e.g. driars ond pigments) presently used in your product lines.
2. The kinds of products uting leod ingredients and the parcent by weight of lead in the dried
fitm. l
3. The status of substitutes for lead driers.
4. Whether data is available concarning the toxicity of substitutes for leod driers.

5. The time it would take to reformulate ond produce Finished products, using substitutes for
leod driers,

6. The sffect on product performonce if lead deiers were eliminated.
If you have nor respanded 10 this request, please do 30 of anca! In my opinion, the same dara would
be helphul in your daveloping o wseful respome to the FOA inquiry. it is incumben? upon us 1o roke

positive action in this regord and fo cooperate with the involvad Faderel agencies to the fullest ex-
tent possible.

Now, before concluding, let me quickly run bock through WHAT YOU CAN DO to help us:

1. Wrire or call youwr Senators,cs | hove indicoted obove, hinting hard on those points suggested.
2. Develop a meaningful msporse ta the FDA Iinquiry that will tell our side of the story. Remembe:,

it moy be jusi as important 1o indicote what you connot do. For exomple, do you have the mon~
power or aquipment necessary to analyze your products in the monner requesied ?
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——3. Supply us, if you hava not aiready dons 30, with the information obout uses of lead
requested by my letter of Februory I5 ond repeated above.

Remember this. Those opposed to the use of lead, as well o3 certoin other heavy metels in paints,
ore convinead that these proposed restrictions ore necessary. We do not concur. However, under
these circumstances, we must ensure that our story and, particularly, The impact of such actions
are mode known to the Congress and responsible officials of the involved Federal ogencies. With
such information, we ore hopeful that dus consideration will be given to all the facts ond that
pramoture and unwarranted restrictive octions will not be token by our government.

With kindest regards.

Sin

Robert A. Roland
Exscutive Vice President

RAR/ew
oftochments
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