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The corsmic industry is & relatively small imt Lportant

C coommer of lead chexicals; small, in terms of aetal consimed, becaunse
H circunstances have not pereitted {t to reach s level of conswmptica

1 amywhere near its full potentia; impartant becmuse 3 vast poteatial
axists 1f 1t should ever became possitle for us to assure 3 steady supply
of lead chemicals st attractive prices, . 1

ak

The field of ceramiocs is much brosder and is larger i our 3
e total nationsl econcmy than 1s generslly surposed, In 1950, it
acoounted for a gross dollar volume of spproxizately 3 Hlliom dollars, 1

A : It inclides all of the mazy types of glass products, refrectariss,
{ vitrecus enamel products, chinsware and parcelain products of meny

kinds, axi structursl clay products, Time does not permit even &

casual inventory of the mary individual items Snvolved, The amber
. Funs into the thousands and we use many of them every day of cur livess

1 Acoording to a preprist from the Bursan of Mires Kineral Yeare
book for 1550, the cerammic industry used a total of 30.557 tons of lead
piments duriny that year, With litharge reported az 27,771 tons, the
carammic industry rinksd second to storsCe batteries in litharge cone
sumption, Caeplete fizures are not yet availatle for 1551, but 1t seens
spparent that the total tcnnage was consideratly less than 4n 1950, Even

with the for improved supply of pig lsad this year, w are oot
axpecting 1552 sales of lead cheaicals to the ceramic industry to ine
crease materially,

The principal reason for the 1951 decline was, of ccurse,
shortage of rig lead and cur consequent {natdlity to fill the dessnd,
Of lasser importence in the 1951 figures, but & source of consideradls E
oconcern for the future, i3 the changing technology which is bringing 4
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Righ 1lsad prices, repssted shortage coostant feer of
recurting shartage have stisulsted & great deal research asong
samufacturers who in recent years have aocounted for a very large
of the total use of lead products 4n ceramics, This research had the
goal of reducing or eliminating their dependency o lead, or of making
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possible the mamufacturs of & grester vclune of product with a limited
supply of lesd, Unforturstely for us, it has suoceeded far bqond their
firet hopas, Nowly develcpod types of leadless glass and glass of

reduced lead conteat have recently gone into procduction for such items
a8 tolevision picturs tubs bulds, nson sign tuldng and other types of
electrical glass, If the glass mamfacturers had not besn farcod to
pake these changes, wes wold not now be facing the danger of even
further reduction in lesd requirements It is not easy or pleasand

to watch now markcts develop to major importance and thea see them dry
wp largely becmuse of real fears cancerming availability and prioces

These changes have not put us aut of the glase tusiness bty
any means, nor are they likely to do so, They are, however, now
beginniag to hurt in the loss of tusiness which they rejcresent now thad
the surply of lead i3 aguin relatively free, Wobm.gnu deal of
Bope far the future in the phencoenal growth $n production of all kinmls
of glass and the prospect that growth in dezand for those plasses still
requiring lead will sustain demand for lead near its present levels, We
are, in addition, alwzys hopeful far the develomment of new uses for
lsad qlasses, which have & way of appearing fram tise to tise,

In a sanewhst vixilar wxy, we have lost ground in the
enasl field, The use of lsad chenicals in enamel for cast iran bathtuds
and sinks has drindled to & relatively minor tonnage. We have reason to
bope that we may be abls to promote a moderste retum to use of lead
products not only in csst iron ware, tut in enamelled sheet motal, A
cancerted effart in this field might produce scne interosting results,

On the righter side of the picture is the new and lively
interest in vitress enxerls of hid: lesd content for arplicatica st
10009, Thile itiltcoeu-l,r sxy how soon and to what extent the
use of these enxyecls will devel ,tbmu
this use for lead will uJJ:dcveloptc
tanoc to us. Ituocr&xulr vartly of o vory closo athestions

Usa of load campounds {n chinaware and wall tile zlases 1is not
seriously threatened so far, although shartaze has forved many producere
to cut the lcad contont of thoir glares maro than they would wish 4in
order to sprcad the supply over more waro, Lamufacturers of glase
frits are thcreforo expected to continue a8 substantial consumers, Color
frit manufacturers sixilarly are dependent on lead chaxicals for the
production of low mclting color frits used in fused labels for teoer,
=ilk and soft 4rink bottlss and for decoration of beverage glasses
$0 forthe

The lead Industries Association is u\dn; a step in

ad
the right
direction in including ceraxics in the progrem of the Pigment and Cheme

1cal Division, Wo cannot sy with any certainty what if any mirscles
will result frmm this. It does seem reascaadle though to beld
a nore camplete undarstanding of ths problans of tho ceraxds us
lsad iy the Association may well produce results of to
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