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In answer to your lotter dated the 21rd Decenber, 1957, 0
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? .7 Austrelien Blue Aabestos Ltd. About the middle of the yeor mining
ot the Wi.tenocom mine wes stopped 8nd operations concentrseted st the
Coloniel mine. At this mine e 60% sxisl flow fen hes been inutelle
ot an opening to the workings on the ecestern cliff face. This fan
exhsusts 68,500 e¢.rf.m,,

Herd Rock Qusrries - Metropoliten ares, ‘he colleotion of the dust
libersted by crushing opecrestiona in the plantas sasocisted with ihese
Quarries hed sppesrently not beengiven mmch consideretion by vhe own-
ers. One compény, Austrslien Blue Ketsl Ltd., during the psst yeer
instelled o dust collector in the secondsry crushing“seotioca snd
pressurised the primery orusher, A grest improvement wes noticed,
The instellstion of dust colleqtion units st the;Qthor.Qusrry eices
. wes—econmend$d>‘when visited during lsy. ' - Nothing wes sttempied. end
80 esrly in this new yesr the compenyé heve been reguested to sdhere
;o Reguletion 150 of the M.R. Act which desls with the prevention of
ust, . e R

Sempling #nd Anelysis of Fume:

On the 1l1th snd 12th July two samples of fume crested by
the detonstioa of exploesives in 8 development end were teken. The
c¢xplosives, A.N. Gelignite '60' snd Semigel, were in ® new wro.per
chacolate brown in colour, with whitish stripes on ¢sch end and the
neme in white printed in the reatre section. The explosive materie
wss white, the red magente cobiring being sbsent. This testing wes
corpied out 8s ® follow up to the similer tests mede during Jenuery,
Februery - Harch, end November of 1956 snd reported in the Annusl
Report for thet yesr, It wse believed thet this new coloured ex-
plosive snd new wrepping hed been produced o2 s result of the work
done in Novenber when gortion of the wrepping (about 50%3) end T0-805
of the outer costing of wax wes removed,. It was leter sscertsiped
thet the explosive in the new wrepper eic. was not produced followir
this result but is the stendsrd wrepping used in the Eastern Stetes.
The result of she snelyeis of the twe esmples resulted:

P S RSO . C e v ol e

Explasive co C0, | Batio CO:00,.. | .0,
EOX A N. Gelignite 0.32% 2.01% 1:6.3 19.65
fsemisel 0.21% 0.59% 1:5.0 20.35

The percentsge of carbon monoxide compsred favoursble with the per-
centeges obteined when portion ¢f the ¥repping end wex wes removed
and tested in Novenber 1956, (The percentage of CO on this osseeic
wee 0,27%;end 2.27% for CO, giving 8 C0;60, ratic of 1:8.4 for 60%
AN, Gelignize) However %he retio of 60:302 is 8t1l) high snd doe:
not compsre fevoursbly with resulte obteined by Mr. T.N. Kirtion whe:
meking previous investigations in 1938. Rstios of 1110 snd 2:12 =
lower were commonly encountered in the epore highly oxygensted explo
sives during his work,

Austrelisn Blue Ashestos Ltd. ‘irestment Plent - Dust Collection ~
Board of Reference.

For some vesrs nsat efforte hove been mede to remove dust
1ibereted by erushing snd extrsction operations et the Austrslisn
Blue Asbestos Ltd. trestment plant et ittenoom. Various instsli-
atione heve been mede including dust collectas with ducting, snd th
enclosure of various sections with roof exhsust fsus. A proposel
for the ore trestment by & wet process wes msde but this did not ev
atuete. However during thie yesr three Rotoclone dust callectors
were inatslled. One collector exteuets from the section consletir
of Rolls, Kubit bresker snd screens which heve been totelly enclose
Another collector trepe the roof discherge from the fibre collectir
cyclones. The third collector is connected by ducting to the othc
mechinee, euch #8 cruahers etc. inetslled in the mein duilding, It
instesllestions were compieted on the 2pd October. On the 3rd Octet

UTBUSrd of Reference on the dust in the treetment plent wse held.
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", The Board consisted of: President - Dr. Joy{

3.

Collsrd (A.W.U. secretery), Mr. J. Broedh s
I sccompsnied the kKosrd on their inspection of ok
duet semples et positions in the plant ss requested by Dr, Joyce.
presented to the Bosrd the results of these ssmples, snd those semp
teken on the 2nd October st the esme pointa in the plent where seqp.
were taken on my previoue visit on the 17th Auguat, I wee esked b
the Prestdent for my opinion of the elterstions vhiich I considered
showed eome improvement as evidencedby the dust counta, I wes
Guestioned by the other members of the Bosrd end by the sdvocates ¢
the employer snd the unione.

The instelletion of this dust ¢ollection system ehould
meke & grest improvement, eventuelly, if the equipment is msintsine
énd opersted efficiently, .

Alnminfum Therspy:

Aluminium pawder hes been dietributea regulsrly st all
the chengerooms licenged, There heve bee: no shafte where mining
operstions hsve been suspended snd coneequently no chengerooms elos:

Uinisteris] spprovel was given lete inm 1956 for the pro-
vision of sluminium prophylexis st the Frazers mino (Grest i"estern
Cons. N,L,} end the Croesus mine {North Kelguris (1912) Ltd.) ena ti
mine menAgements notified. The sluminium therepy trestment was @B«
aveilable et the Fruzers mine on the 28th December 1956, However
®2 mining operstions et the Croesus mine were mainly inveetigstory
&n epplication to defer the snforcement of the request wes made by
the msnagement, ?his request wes grénted, fThe preperstion of
the chengeroom for the sluminium therspy hes proceeded sod it ig
dnticipeted this trestmeat will be eveiléble eerly in 1958,

Puming Accident:

There were eleven minor fuming scofdents coused hi fumea
in those goldfields whore the mines repors thedr socidents to the
Kelgoorlie Office, line of theae were in the Esst Coolgerdie gold.

e wemrennf1eTABT" one esch in the Dundse snd ¥ilgarn goldfields. Most of

theae were investigsted efthar by sn Assistant Inspector or myself
or & detsiled report requested from the mine.

Equipment:

Another Devis - €impson Fleme snemometer wes added to our
8ir messuring equipment, It wes imposeidbla to purchsse this instm
ment 80 one wes mede locelly, This was done st the School of Mine:
¥with the co-operetion of the Director, Iwo instruments were mede
using our originel indtrument ss e pettern, one being retained by
the Mining Depertment of the School. .

The yeerly tsbuletion of dust counts with the comparstive
figures for the previous yeer shown in breckets $s stuached, Thes:
figures will include dust counts from ssmplee taken in crushing pls:
of the herd rock quarries, cement industry, beech ssndes end other
erushing plents for minerals, such ss talc, copper, snd red and yell.
oxide,

Individuel reporis on their observsations throughout mines
vieited by Assistant Inepectors Simmons end Shenvon ere 8l1so ettsch

ed to this Annus) Report,
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