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Dr,. F.X. Rennie

P R.CLP. (Londa JFeRoALCL P,
Hacqueris Chambers,

183 ¥acquarie Street,
SYDNEY @ N.5,%.
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Dear Dy. Rennle,

Thank you for your letter regarding dust conditions st
Anstrallan Blue Aebentos.

Unfortunately the situnation hasg sltered l1ittls, the dust
hng not been lald end, to datoy it 1z dowdiful 1f any major Jespen~
ing of the hazard hes taken place, In July of this year dust
countg at the mine and mill were as bad an ever, The Xeonimster i
gtill being used for Just counting snd elthongh it 4e not tha Ldesl
ingtrument, there 45 1little polnt in pressing for & finer inastrmont
umtil the c¢oarse duet haee been supresecd,

Nowever, since July several evenis have occurred which may
radically siter conditions. ‘Through ventiletion wmderground is
posaible now that shaf'ts have broken through to the sarfrce in
severna) placen. A recent garth movemsnt altered the geography of
the mine and this is expected to conoiderahly improve ventiletion,

A new type of dust extracier embedying s synthetic fibre sock hes
had maccessiul experiments and i1es being installed in the mi%l,

This 48 8 pretty expensive ducst extraciion process and there are
great hopes that 1t will help to molve the proviem. ¥y informatien
in regerd to this is derdved from discussions with Dr. Iethem, Minesg
Department Ingpectors and Kr. Thomas, Superintendent of the company.

Tairly short exposure is still causing silicogis and
asbestosls and the tragedy ie mppravated Ly thelr relative youth,
There are now shout 42 men fairly sericusly affected, or deasd, and
in most ingtarnces thelir ohly expopure to harmful dust wag at ¥itienoom,
The Andustry hes beern preoducing for shont 135 years and poly the huge
labour turnover prevented diseasa on an evidemie secale. 8G p.o. of
the workers, at sny one time, have been enmployed for less thsn ithree
Yesrse Many of them have scattered elsewhere in the mining industry
and now complicate the overall pleture,
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: The plansg end imporovement mentioned esriier make me
hopefu) that stesdy lmproverent will be msintained, The
colneidantsl disgnosis of discase in zo many wen in 19%58-58
highiighted the problem and had a dromatic effect. The problem
fg otll] scuie and mwuch more work will be needed Lefore the
hazard to the men will be reduced to at least that of gold-mining,

I am etill = 1ittle coneerned sbout the” carcinogenic
effect of crocidolite end wish that the Company wouldn't nse its
tailings for roadg and patha, Tallings were used as flllers st
the golf course so that the poor devila inhale agbeatos at recw
reastion as well.

Mary thapks for your interest, Anything that you can
do to impress upon Australlen Blue Agbegtos the ssricuaness of
the problem would he appreclsteds..

Yourg falthfully,

Je HceNulty
CHEST THYSICIAN

Dr., DD Idetham’

Physician Occupationel Health,
Departrent of Puolic Health,
57 ¥urray Street,

Corv for —our infermatiion:




